
EDITORIALEDITORIALEDITORIALEDITORIAL    

Well  there you go!!  Another 
year over and another year 
begins again !   Nothing much 
changed at the AGM.  El 
Presidente (Michael Crichton) 
was happy to take the 
encouragement from the floor to 
wind up the meeting as soon as 
possible, so that everyone could 
catch up, play some music and 
do a bit of dancing.  
 
I will take this opportunity to 
point out that you have been 
nominated for the job of editor in 
2012, so it would make a lot of 
sense if you contacted me sooner 
rather than later as it will make 
it much easier for yourself in 
transiting into this role.  (great 
scope for creativity !!) 

 
editor@vfmc.org.au 

NEWSLETTER OF THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC CLUB INCORPORATED 

Print Post Approved PP335169/00012        Reg No A2511Y 

Australian 

Established 1959 

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the VFMC 

July 2011 

 In This Issue ... 

Item Page 

Club Events 2 

Next Guest Night 3 

Guest Night Review  3 

The Dance Page 8 

The Rivermouth 11 

A Canberra Experience 12 

VFMC June Dance - images 14 

La Vie en Rose ? 14 

May Woolshed Ball - images 10 

Eliza Plateau - South West Tasmania 



Australian Tradition 2 July 2011 

Club Sessions 

Tuesdays, 8.00 pm, East Ringwood 
Community Hall (enter from Knaith 
Road, off Dublin Road) (Melway 50B8). 
All welcome any or every night as 
players, singers, dancers, or to tell a 
yarn.  Contact Don (0407-737-202) 

Ringwood Folk Guest Night 

Second Tuesday of the month. 
Admission $12 adults, children with 
adult free.  $10 members and 
concessions. 

Evening commences 8:00pm and 
finishes with a short session after the 
Guest Performer around 10:15 pm. 

Singing Sessions 

First and last Tuesday every month.  
East Ringwood Community Hall (enter 
from Knaith Road, off Dublin Road) 
(Melway 50B8). 

If you are interested in learning some 
new songs, and would like to sing with 
others in a friendly relaxed environment, 
come and join us.  We start about 
7:00pm and go until the start of the main 
session at 8:00pm. 

Club Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event Calendar    

By-Ear Sessions 

Join us to learn how to play by following 
someone on: 

• First Thursday, 8:00 pm (at 
Harry’s place) 

• Second Tuesday, 10:15 pm (after 
the Ringwood Folk Guest Night 

• Every Monday, 8:00 pm, (fiddles 
and mandolins at Harry’s place.) 

• Most Saturdays, 11:00am, all 
instruments and singing, busking 
opposite the railway station in 
Ringwood East 

Harry Gardner: (03) 9870 8998, 0408 708 998 

Ringwood Colonial Dance 

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of 
every month at the East Ringwood 
Senior Citizens Club Hall, Laurence 
Grove, Ringwood East. 
 
Come along and enjoy dancing to live 
music with all dances explained and 
called.  Contact Jane Bullock (03 9762-
1389) or Robin Simpson (03 9723-2453) 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1st July 2nd 
VFMC Dance 
3 Corner Jack 

3rd 4th 
Fiddles 

5th 
Sing Session 
Club Session 

6th 7th 8th 9th 

10th 11th 
Fiddles 

12th 
Guest Night 

13th 14th 15th 16th 

17th 18th 
Fiddles 

19th 
Club Session 

20th 21st 22nd 23rd 

24th 25th 
Fiddles 

26th 
Sing Session 
Club Session 

27th 28th 
Ear Session 

29th July 30th July 
 

31st 1st August 
Fiddles 

2nd 
Sing Session 
Club Session 

3rd 4th 
Ear Session 

5th 6th 
VFMC Dance 
Colonial Band 
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Ringwood Folk Guest Performer NightRingwood Folk Guest Performer NightRingwood Folk Guest Performer NightRingwood Folk Guest Performer Night    

Youth Concert Night - Bordeline Kaylee   - 12th of July 

This night will feature a number of younger performers, duos and groups, including 
Borderline Kaylee.  Borderline Kaylee are a performance group of multi-talented young 
adults playing a mixture of tunes on a mixture of instruments.  They do Irish Step and 
Ceilidh dancing, with some of our own choreography.  They are also a Ceilidh band 
playing Irish, Scottish, Welsh 
and Bush dances guaranteed to 
get your toes tapping and your 
heart racing!  And if that's not 
enough we throw in a variety of 
songs in both English and 
Gaelic. 
 
Some of their past performances 
have been:  
Globe to Globe Multicultural 
Fest ival , Illawarra Folk Festi-
val, Birregurra Celtic Weekend, 
National Celtic Festival (7 
times) & National Folk Festival 
(6 times). Not a bad record for a 
group of who got together in 
2004 for a "one off" perform-
ance at the 2005 National Folk 
Festival. 

VFMC 2011 AGM REPORT 
The VFMC 2011 AGM meeting was on the 26th of June.  Everything 
went well and the following positions were filled: 

• President:  Michael Crichton. 

• Vice President: Harry Gardner 

• Treasurer:  Steve Bullock 

• Secretary:  Greg Woodruff 

• Committee:  Frances Lester, Maree Buttler, Jane Bullock,  
Trevor Voake, Denis O’Leary, Don Fraser 

The following positions/responsibilities were also taken on: 
Dance: Jane Bullock;    Concert Party: Maree Buttler; 
Guest Night: Don Fraser & Maree Buttler; Session Night: Don Fraser; 
Publicity: Michael Crichton & Don Fraser; Membership:  Janet King; 
Publications: Steve Bullock;    Newsletter:  Greg Woodruff 

Secretary 
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For half-an-hour before the Concert, four of the Fireside Fiddlers, Cameron Hibbs, Peter 
Lim, Dan Simpson and Harry Gardner, played to early arrivals on the stage at the back of 
the Community Hall, Ringwood East.  

Their repertoire was taken mostly from http://www.vfmc.org.au/FiresideFiddlers/
Index.htm. The list now comprises ninety-one tunes presented both as the dots, mp3 and 
sometimes the words for songs, with the tunes usually at two or more speeds for learning 
by ear. You could try listening first to the mp3 and then, if there is a difficult note or two, 
use the dots. If a whole passage is difficult, you could contact Harry and ask for an even 
a slower speed!!  Harry has promised that, if he lives long enough, all the Club tunes 
may be included.   

With everyone seated, the night took off with Mick singing a powerful Stan Rogers song 
“MacDonnell on the Heights”.  This is the story of a 
Canadian Major who was under the command of 
General Brock.  After General Brock died Major 
MacDonnell continued to lead the troops until he too 
eventually fell.  Brock is famous, whereas there is 
exceedingly little written about this man, while all 
that is written is very positive.  This has led to the 
refrain “… not one in ten thousand knows your 
name”. 

 

Jose sang “Keep the 
Fires Burning” which 
had a gentle chorus, 
and everyone joined 
in. 

 

Francesca sang two 
French songs with Ted Koenig playing the piano 
accordion one of which was La vie en Rose.  A 
possible translation of this song can be found towards 
the end of the newsletter.  As always, there are many 
problems in translating poetry, and it is never 
possible to satisfy everyone !! 

Peter recited two poems which he had written, one 
“The Wedding of the Century” and the second “The 
Duke of Edinburgh turns Ninety”.  Once again Peter 

Guest Artist Night, June 2011, Fiddlesticks 
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 Guest Artist Night, June 2011, Fiddlesticks 

was able to entertain and get the audience on board with 
many a laugh!! 

Jim sang Eric Bogle’s 
“Now I’m Easy”, 
followed by a ballad 
which was done by  an 
old crooner called Earl 
Grant. 

Then we had Evie and 
Anna playing violin, with Tess playing the Cello and Katy leading the group on violin.  
These three primary school students captured the audience with ease and performed 
seven different pieces.  They have recently come up with a band name “String-a-m-jig”.  
(the spelling may not be correct).  They started off with Bonapartes Retreat, followed by 
“Nobody Knows the Trouble I Seen”.  Then the Evie, Anna and Tess trio played a three 
piece compilation with wonderful confidence.  We were treated to an exciting finish with 
Tess taking centre stage and playing a magical cello piece using a range of techniques 
that was just enthralling. 

It was such a positive way to conclude the first part of the evening and over coffee you 
continually heard the phrases “weren’t they wonderful”,  “wasn’t that great” etc etc.  

Certainly, it makes us all smile 
when we see the talents being 
fostered so positively in our 
young people.  We owe a sincere 
thanks to mentors and teachers 
like Katy, not only for what they 
do for the youngsters, but also 
for bringing them out into our 
world as well! 

Harry Gardner & Eddy Tor 
(review) 

Trevor Voake (photographs). 
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In their performance on Tuesday 14 June, 
Jacko and Karen showed what folk music is 
like when tackled with advanced classical 
training. For over an hour we heard themes 
from fiddle tunes around the world embel-
lished in a way of which Mozart would have 
been proud. It must have taken them years to 
composed it all. 

Had I known that I’d be writing this article I 
would have kept notes, but I think I heard 
motifs from The Mason’s Apron, Red Haired 
Boy, Silver Spear and possibly ‘Tis Easy. 
And when they said “Finnish” I sat there 
waiting for the Swedish Gärdebylaten, which 
is also popular in Finland. Alas no, but the 
waiting kept me closely attentive and enjoy-
ing what I heard. 

Their rhythm was impeccable, first one 
and then other keeping it going with foot 
or guitar, and quite fast. Once they sat in 
chairs and both tapped their feet as they 
played. 

There were four conventional fiddles, one 
of which was tuned EAEA to give the stri-
dent fourth interval in the middle, as is 
practised in some folk communities. In 
addition they were two five-string electric 
instruments where the extra viola C string 
permits great mid range harmonies. And 
then there were good stage acts such us 
Jakco playing on the violin strings with 
long (knitting ?) needles, ie makeshift fid-
dlesticks, whilst Karen bowed a reel at 
tempo. 

Guest Artist Night, June 2011, Fiddlesticks 
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Afterwards I spoke with Karen about fiddles and our Club. She was pleased to learn 
about our own involvement in collecting and publishing Australian tunes and composing 
our own. Karen resolved to be better informed so ask them back to hear what they’ve 
done to our tunes. 

They made a very handsome 
couple playing and singing 
away with enthusiasm along-
side the roaring fire with its 
fire tongs hanging ready on a 
stand for turning the logs. 
Jacko and Karen are from New 
Zealand, but are now based in 
Queensland. Their family par-
ticipated in their parents’ love 
of the stage as they were grow-
ing up. I’m still wondering 
what Fiddlesticks’ surnames 
are and whether perhaps they 
were changed by deed poll to 
Fiddlesticks. 

Harry Gardner 

Trevor Voake (photographs). 

Guest Artist Night, June 2011, Fiddlesticks 
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Claddagh Irish set dancing at St. James Anglican Church Hall, Upper 
Heidelberg Road Ivanhoe, Friday 8-10pm.  (Sunday 2-5pm)  
Contact Rod 9497 1793 

VFMC Colonial dance at East Ringwood Elderly Citizens Hall, Laurence 
Grove, East Ringwood,  8-11pm  
Contact Jane 9762 1389  

Irish Monday dancing at The Quiet Man pub, Racecourse Road, Fleming-
ton, 8-10pm.  
Contact Marie 9471 0690 

Irish Wednesday Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle Street, Colling-

The Dance Page 
Diary Dates for July 

Diary Dates for August 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1st 
Claddagh 

2nd 
V.F.M.C.  

3 Corner Jack 

3rd 4th 
Irish 

5th 
English 

 

6th 
Irish or  

Colonials 

7th 
 

8th 
 

9th 
 

10th 
Claddagh 

11th 
Irish  

12th 
English 

13th 
Irish or  

Colonial 

14th 
 

15th 
Claddagh 

16th 
 

17th 
Welsh 

 

18th 
Irish 

19th 
English 

20th 
Irish or  

Colonial 

21st 
Colonial 

22nd 
 

23rd 
 

24th 
Claddagh 

25th 
Irish 

26th 
English with 

Delia’s 
Friends 

27th 
Irish or  

Colonial 

28th 29th 30th 
Tea Dance 
The Gay 
Charmers 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1st 
Irish 

2nd 
English 

3rd 
Irish or 

Colonial 

4th 5th 
Claddagh 

6th 
V.F.M.C. 

Melbourne  
Colonial 

Band 

7th 
 

8th 
Irish 

9th 
English 

10th 
Irish or  

Colonial 

11th 
 

12th 
 

13th 
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wood, 8-10pm.  
Contact Marie 9471 0690 

English dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House, 7 
Greenwood Street, Burwood, 8-10pm.  
Contact George 9890 5650 

English (Delia’s Friends) Church of Christ hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills, 7:45-
10:15pm  
Contact George 9890 5650 

Colonial Wednesday  Social dance classes: at Collingwood Senior Citizens Hall, 
Eddy Crt, Abbotsford, 8-10pm  
Contact Robin 9723 2453 

Colonial Thursday Australian Colonial Bush Dance: Ashburton Uniting Church, 
3 Ashburton Grove, Ashburton, 7.30-10pm 
Contact Coral 9885 6109 

Welsh Dancing at Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey 
Hills, 2-4.30pm.  
Contact Ian 9878 2414. 

Tea Dance with the Gay Charmers 

VFMC May Woolshed Ball 
photographs: Don Gingrich 
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 VFMC May Woolshed Ball 
photographs: Don Gingrich 
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The Rivermouth 

Longways x 3couples 

Music – 2/4 or 6/8 x 40 bars 

Difficulty – fair to easy 

Bars Steps   

8 Top couple cast out followed by others be-
hind who come up the top holding inside 
hands before separating and make an arch at 
the bottom.  The others come through the 
arch and back to place.  End facing each 
other 

Progression – everyone has not only moved 
up but now has a new position and number 
in the set.  

The Rivermouth 

8  All do si do by the Right and by the Left  Lapping at the beach 

8 Men push their partner back for 4 steps and 
pull forward for 4 steps 

Repeat above – end with couples 1 and 3 
facing each other and couple 2 standing 
back a step.  

Waves 

(looks great when long 
legs start earlier than 
short ones) 

4 

  

  

4 

  

  

 8 

Couples 1 and 3 (top and bottom) meet in 
the middle of the set and star Right once 
around and 

Couple 1 with first lady leading walk to the 
other end of the set WHILE Couple 3 with 
third man leading walk to the other end of 

the set WHILE 

Couple 2 turn Left hands once around 

Repeat all of the above  

Surfers testing the 
waves 

Repeat all the above at least twice more 

While sightseeing around Margaret River, Ray and I stumbled across ‘The Rivermouth’ 
and for some while we just sat and watched the surfers and the waves. 
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A Canberra Experience 
Jane Bullock 

Like a lot of Victorians, Stephen and I seemed to be in a lot of different things at the Fes-
tival. 

We arrived on the Thursday and after 
putting up our VFMC banner we were 
part  of  the  Welcome Dance  group.  
This finished at midnight and then we 
went to our motel.  Friday morning we 
were  up  early  because  our  English 
band ‘Delia’s Friends’ was playing for 
a Welsh/English workshop.  We set up 
and did a quick sound check so that we 
could then join in the procession that 
Ian Kendall had organized.  Stephen 
was playing his recorder amongst the 
other band members and I was danc-
ing.  We set off from the Coorong and 
danced our way to the Mallee.  It was 
fun not sure that many people joined us along the way but they certainly followed us.  
After playing for the workshop we had lunch and then set ourselves up in the Fitzroy for 
the English dance.   

Saturday we were part of the VFMC Joy Durst concert and then after lunch our English 
band ‘Delia’s Friends’ was launching a new CD and book.  We did this in the Fitzroy 
building.  It was an exciting time for us as it was our first CD and the book contained 
dances that Margaret Crichton and I had composed. To our delight the dances went down 
well and people bought the CD and book. 

That evening Stephen and I went along to the Irish dance for pure pleasure. 

Sunday morning up early again as Rosemary Konig had asked Stephen to play in her 
church service.  We have never before gone to a church 
service at the Festival so it was all new to us.  The service 
was so well done that we didn’t notice the time and in fact 
it went over, but I enjoyed it so much.  After the church 
service we stayed where we were (front row seats) and 
listened to a concert by Martyn Wyndham-Reed.  Unfor-
tunately we had to leave it early as ‘Delia’s Friends’ were 
playing on the Piazza.  Another first for us as we had 
never before been on the Piazza.  As luck would have it 
we set up, played and set down again within our allotted 
time.  Joan wanted to use the piano so we waited until she 
had finished and then rushed as fast as we could with 
Stephen pushing the piano to the Fitzroy building as I was 
calling and Stephen playing for the workshop of the Heri-
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tage Ball.  Just before tea I was due to dance in 
an English display on the Piazza.  Unfortu-
nately this time the experience wasn’t so good.  
We started 10 minutes late due to the previous 
performers, the sound guy had trouble working 
his equipment (thank goodness Stephen was 
there to show him!) the MC allowed the next 
group to set up on the stage (we were using a 
CD) whilst we were dancing and then to top it 
off the MC pulled the plug on our sound with 
just 3mins of our routine to go, but it  was 
6.00pm and the straw that broke the horses back 

so to speak was when the MC announced that the next group would be on in 20minutes!! 

That night I was the MC for the first half of the Ball and Stephen was playing.  It was a 
truly great experience to call at such an event. 

Monday, the last day of the Folk Festival, we were as usual up early as I was in another 
dance display on the Piazza.  This time the routine went without a hitch which was good 
as after all we had been practising for months! 

Stephen was playing in the Dancer’s dance which was late in the afternoon, I went along 
to dance and have fun.  All we had to do after that was collect the club’s unsold books 
from the festival shop and enjoy the last evening which we did. 

The weekend over, my love of calling, playing music and dancing was well satisfied and 
I came away not knowing what I loved best just knowing that I enjoy it all. 

(Spot Jane !! - Eddy Tor) 
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LA VIE EN ROSE (a translation) 
 

Those eyes that makes kisses with mine 
A laugh that loses itself on his mouth 

Here is the untouched up picture  
Of the man who belongs to me 

 

When he takes me in his arms, 
He talks to me very softly 

I see La Vie en Rose 
 

He says to me words of love 
These words everyday 

And this does something to me 
 

He entered in my heart 
A part of happiness 

Of which I know the cause 
 

It’s him for me. Me for him 
In this life 

He told me that, he swore it for life 
 

And ever since I noticed that 
I felt 

My heart beating 
Nights of love to no longer finishing  

A great happiness takes its place 
Sorrowful problems, phases, 

Happy, happy until death 
 

When he takes me in his arms, 
He talks to me very softly 

I see La Vie en Rose 
 

He says to me words of love 
These words everyday 

And this does something to me 
 

He entered in my heart 
A part of happiness 

Of which I know the cause 
 

It’s you for me, me for you 
In this life 

He said that to me, swore it for life 
 

And ever since I noticed that 
I felt 

My heart beating 

 

(Editorial Note: This has been included 

for interest after Francesca’s singing of 

this song in French at our last guest 

night.  This translation has not been veri-

fied in any way, and hence is quite unreli-

able. Reference: http://

www.songmeanings.net/m/

song/3530822107858515146/) 

 

VFMC June Dance - The Jolly Jumbucks 
photographs: Kathryn Cottrill 
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Gippsland Acoustic Music Club 

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403 
Local musicians and concert 
opportunities. 1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, 
Tyers Hall, Tyers 
www.musicclub.org 

Melbourne Folk Club 

 

Due to changes that are happening in the 
Melbourne Folk Club, we do not have any 

current details regarding regular functions at 
this stage. 

 

 

Ranges Burrinja Folk Club 

Andrew Jackson, 03 97567398 or  
0402 473 897 
mail@drfolk.com.au 
Guest artist, last Friday of  month 
Burrinja Cultural Centre, 351 Glenfern 
Rd, Upwey Vic (Mel Ref 75B12) 
www.rangesburrinjafolk.org/home.html 

Selby Folk Club 

David Miller, 03 9751 1218 
miller@a1.com.au 
1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, 
Selby Community House Minok 
Reserve 

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub 

Peninsula Folk Club 

First Sunday of each month, at the 
Frankston Bowling Club on the corner 
of Yuille Street and Williams Rd, 
Frankston, from 6:30 pm on.  
Carparking, great facilities, no stairs. 

peninsulafolkclub.org.au 

Bendigo Folk Club 

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680 
buzza@bendigo.net.au 
Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of 
each month 8-11pm, under the 
grandstand at the Queen Elizabeth oval, 
Bendigo. 

Bush Dance and Music Club of 

Bendigo Inc 

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, 
third Saturday every month.  Contact 
Dianne Pearse (dpearse@iinet.net.au) 
5442-1715 or Mary Smith 5442-1153 
(secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au) 
for details. 

Berwick and District Folk Club 

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,  
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264 
badfolk@optusnet.com.au 
Featured artist 3rd Friday February to 
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34 
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806 
www.badfolk.org.au 

Boite World Music Cafe 

Therese Virtue,, 03 9417 1983 
boite@boite.asn.au 
Friday & Saturday - March to 
November, 1 Mark St, North Fitzroy, 
www.boite.asn.au 

Geelong Folk Music Club 

Ad a m B ur k e ,  0 4 0 9  4 0 9  9 6 0 
hexed@iprimus.com.au or 
Peter Fogarty, 03 5229 7887 
Featuring quality acts from around the 
country and overseas. Sessions every 
Thursday at the Carlton Hotel, Mercer 
St, Geelong. Open Mic, walk-up 
performance events at Irish Murphy’s, 
Aberdeen Street 
www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com 

Regular Functions at Other venuesRegular Functions at Other venuesRegular Functions at Other venuesRegular Functions at Other venues    
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ContactsContactsContactsContacts    

VFMC Postal Address 

GPO Box 2025, Melbourne, 
Victoria 3001. 

VFMC Website 

http://www.vfmc.org.au 

Secretary 

Greg Woodruff 
Telephone   (03) 9874 8834 
Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au 

Ringwood Folk Club 

Don Fraser 
Telephone   0407 737 202 
Email: donfraseris@gmail.com 

Family Bush Dance 

Jane Bullock 
Telephone  (03) 9762 1389 
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au 

Concert Party Engagements 

Maree Buttler 
Telephone   - 
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au 

To join the VFMC, fill in this 

Application Form and post to: 

VFMC Secretary, GPO Box 2025, 
Melbourne, Victoria 3001 
 
Name: .................................................. 
 
Address: .............................................. 
 
Email: ……………………………….. 
 
MEMBERSHIP TYPE      (select      ) 
 
City/Suburban - 
 Single    $25 
 Family   $30 
 Junior    $15 
 Student   $20 
 Single Pensioner $20 
 Pensioner Family $25 
 
Country - 
 Single   $20 
 Family   $25 
 
NEWSLETTER DELIVERY: 
(both may be selected if desired)  
 By Email 
and / or 
 By Post 

THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC 

CLUB INCORPORATED 
 

INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB 

Members of the VFMC are entitled to - 

• The monthly Club Newsletter 

• Concessions at Club dances 

• Discounts on Club publications 

• Discounts on Club CD’s and cassettes 

• Affiliation with other organisations 

Please send your  

contributions for the  

August Newsletter bybybyby    

Friday, 22 July 2011.Friday, 22 July 2011.Friday, 22 July 2011.Friday, 22 July 2011.    

to: 

editor@vfmc.org.aueditor@vfmc.org.aueditor@vfmc.org.aueditor@vfmc.org.au    

The Editor reserves the right to alter 

or to not publish material. 


