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here has been a fair bit of talk lately in
some parts of our Club about what

music we should be playing, promoting

Club Events 2 and positively encouraging to be played.

Some members have strong views,

3 others don’t think that it is very
important. Some point to club aims in

3 the Club constitution, others point to
what has been done previously. Some

4 hold firm views on how definitions and

6

8

Item Page

Next Guest Night
Getting Attention

Guest Artist Review _
rules should be interpreted, others

always see alternative interpretations.
Some state their case with great strength,
others quietly offer an opinion.

Dance Page

Peter Ellis OAM

Frances Folk Gathering 10 Our club is a small club, and I wonder
j how many members care about the
“aims” of the club and how many simply

know what they enjoy, and love the
opportunity to participate with others in
. . doing those activities of dancing and or
playing music.

\J Viva la difference

k Eddy TD

PLEASE SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE MARCH NEWSLETTER

BY: FRIDAY, 23 MARCH 2012.
TO: EDITOR@VFMC.ORG.AU

(The Editor reserves the right to alter or to not publish material.)

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the VFMC
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CLUB EVENT CALENDAR

Club Sessions

Tuesdays, 8.00 pm, East Ringwood
Community Hall (enter from Knaith
Road, off Dublin Road) (Melway 50B8).
All welcome any or every night as
players, singers, dancers, or to tell a
yarn. Contact Don (0407-737-202)

Ringwood Folk Guest Night

Second Tuesday of the month.
Admission $12 adults, children with

adult free. $10 members and
concessions.
Evening commences 8:00pm and

finishes with a short session after the
Guest Performer around 10:15 pm.

Singing Sessions

First and last Tuesday every month.
East Ringwood Community Hall (enter
from Knaith Road, off Dublin Road)
(Melway 50B8).

If you are interested in learning some
new songs, and would like to sing with
others in a friendly relaxed environment,
come and join us. We start about
7:00pm and go until the start of the main
session at 8:00pm.

By-Ear Sessions

Join us to learn how to play by following
someone on:

First Thursday,
Harry’s place)

8:00 pm (at

Second Tuesday, 10:15 pm (after
the Ringwood Folk Guest Night

Every Monday, 8:00 pm, (fiddles
and mandolins at Harry’s place.)

Most Saturdays, 11:00am, all
instruments and singing, busking
opposite the railway station in
Ringwood East

Harry Gardner: (03) 9870 8998, 0408 708 998
Ringwood Colonial Dance

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of
every month at the East Ringwood
Senior Citizens Club Hall, Laurence
Grove, Ringwood East.

Come along and enjoy dancing to live
music with all dances explained and
called. Contact Jane Bullock (03 9762-
1389) or Robin Simpson (03 9723-2453)

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1st March 2nd 3rd
Ear Session VFEMC Dance
4th 5th 6h Tth 8th 9th 10th
Fiddles Club Session
11th 12th 13th 14h 15th 16th 17th
Fiddles Guest Night
18th 19th 20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th
Fiddles Club Session
25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 30th 31st
Fiddles Club Session Ear Session VEMC Dance
Ist April 2nd 3rd 4th Sth 6th 7th
Fiddles Club Session VFEMC Dance
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RINGWOOD FOLK GUEST PERFORMER NIGHT

ALISTAIR BROWN - 13th of March

A Scotsman, and a long established artist from the U.K., he 5.
has been singing the old songs, and new songs written by ﬁ? ;
people who like the old songs, since he was 15 years old. & o

He plays anglo concertina, button accordion and harmon-
ica, calls barn dances and has played in numerous dance
bands. He performs regularly in folk clubs, festivals, pub
sessions and several ancient seasonal rituals that require
the presence of accordions

GETTING AND HOLDING THE ATTENTION OF AN AUDIENCE

There are three main types of audience that the musician may encounter with some over-
lap in each type:

L4 The Participating Audience - expect to sing with music

L4 The Listening Audience - who prefer to sit and mentally applaud or otherwise the
performance

° A Critical Audience - for example, dancing competitions where the dancers are

assessed by a panel of adjudicators. The musician must play at a steady tempo.
This being set by the organizing body. There is little scope for the musicians to be
creative.

The Listening and Participating audiences are usually encountered at Concerts or Pub
Sessions. The entertainer/s must grab and hold their attention from the moment they
come on stage. If possible the introduction should be of a creative nature.

But What Is a Creative Introduction? ... A creative introduction is one that grabs and
holds the audience’s attention. Your musicianship may be the product of many, many
hours or even years of practice, until you consider it suitable for presentation to an audi-
ence or friends at a Session. To get the full attention of the audience you need to educate
them about what is coming next. This may be done in several ways:

L4 Let the music “speak for itself” - a concert presentation of usually a fast reel and
then introduce the members of the group.

° Tell a relevant story

L Tell the history or background of the material being presented

° Recite a poem that leads into the song or material about to be presented.

L4 Talk about the region that the music may come from (e.g. Polka from Sliabh
Luachra)

Joe Arnold
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Guest Artist Night, February 2012

The first concert for the new
year was compared by club |
president Michael Crichton..

Maree, Sophie and Frances
began spot acts with some
round singing of Eucalyptus,
then Little FlShleS The amusing tale of The Bush Chris-
tening was then presented by Harry.

Kelvm on piano and myself on squeeze box sang of the
colourful life at the
Ballarat goldfields
with Charles
| Thatcher's song
ME= ook Out Below, and followed with Henry Lawson's
Andy's Gone With Cattle.

- Alex presented a number of
“one-liners” which provoked thoughts, comments and laughter
from the audience.

Steve then rounded off the spot acts with a cou-
ple of fine traditional songs, the anti-war mes-
sage My Son John, and Lady Eleanor.

The Club took advantage of the fact that the talented Scottish-born singer and guitarist
Graham Wilson is touring with Dingo's Breakfast so engaged him as a support act for
this concert. Graham was on the UK folk scene for many years before moving to Perth.
While in the UK he was influenced by some of the great British folk guitarists such as
Dick Gaughan and Martin Simpson. Consequently he is a superb guitarist himself, not
the flashy or showy sort but just quietly competent and very controlled. Accompanied
with guitar he performs a selection of traditional Scottish songs and contemporary songs
from some of the finest songwriters around.

He started with the Martin Simpson song Dreamtime,
and made a strong rhythmic statement of the practical
and spiritual importance of a river with The River. Two
songs written by Jon Strong, Diamonds Shine and Gun-
metal Grey followed. We were then treated to a wonder-
ful instrumental on guitar as he used a slide to get some
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Guest Artist Night, February 2012

exquisite and very expressive sounds from his instrument, very impressive. Oedipus Rex
closed the bracket from this talented performer.

After a short supper break John Anglis and Roger and Toby Montgomery, alias Dingo's
Breakfast, presented an hour of verse, yarns and songs that had the audience in fits. Like
Graham these fellows are from WA and periodically sally forth to the east for a round of
appearances at festivals and clubs. Roger has spent considerable time touring the mines
and stations to the north of WA where he has collected many good yarns and stories to
delight the audience with.

Y| They opened with Nights
Of St. Patrick. A col-
lected yarn I Said It's No
Good was delivered with
impeccable timing and
| amusing animation.
S( Dampier Seven Miles

{was another verse/song
collected in the Pilbarra.
Why Me relates to a
strange encounter while
stranded at Duck Creek.
A song collected from
Jack Sorrensen followed,
- : then Going South tells of
the anticipation of some R&R leave for troops after coming off the Kokoda track in the
war. A tall tale of the disappearance of a billy goat was most amusing and again pre-
sented with superb timing. They are not afraid to pull the audience up abruptly such as
with Bernard Carney's sober song Devil's Island, a tale of mis-treatment of native people
who were rounded up and virtually banished to what is now Rotnest Island. Ted Egan's
song Diver On The B9B tells of the loss of Japanese pearl diver off Exmouth.

Jack Sorrensens' song All That's Left Of Shemlock Town is about a deserted town, and
was followed with the jigs Blackthorn Stick and Rakes Of Kildare. Next a poem of
women doing mens work in the mines, and a recitation of the Inglewood Cocky. Now
I'm Easy and a great verse called The Flasher followed and they finished with Missing
You about Irishmen working in England.

On March 13th we feature the Scots born, Cornish dwelling, long-time Canadian resi-
dent, currently touring Australia performer Alistair Brown who always has a good set of
songs and tales to tell.

Don Fraser

Photographs: Trevor Voake
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The Dance Page
Diary Dates for March
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Ist 2nd 3rd
Claddagh V.EM.C.
Jolly
Jumbucks
4th 5th 6th Tth 8th 9th 10th
Irish English Irish or
Colonial
11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th
Irish English Irish or Colonials Claddagh
Colonial
18th 19th 20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th
Welsh Irish English Irish or T.S.D.AV.
Colonials Fun New
Dances for
All
25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 30th 31st
Claddagh Irish English Irish or
Contra Dance Colonial
Diary Dates for April
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Ist 2nd 3rd 4th Sth 6th 7th
Irish English Irish or Easter at the | Easter at the
Colonial National National
Sth 9th 10th 11th 12th 13th 14th
Easter at the Irish English Irish or V.EM.C.
National Colonial Borderline
Kaylee
Claddagh Irish set dancing at St. James Anglican Church Hall, Upper
Heidelberg Road Ivanhoe, Friday 8-10pm. (Sunday 2-5pm)
Contact Rod 9497 1793
VFMC Colonial dance at East Ringwood Elderly Citizens Hall, Laurence
Grove, East Ringwood, 8-11pm
Contact Jane 9762 1389
Irish Monday dancing at The Quiet Man pub, Racecourse Road, Fleming-

ton, 8-10pm.
Contact Marie 9471 0690
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Irish Wednesday

English

Colonial Wednesday

Colonial Thursday

Welsh Dancing

Contra Dance

TSDAV

The Dance Page ﬁ

Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle Street, Colling-
wood, 8-10pm.
Contact Marie 9471 0690

dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House, 7 Green-
wood Street, Burwood, 8-10pm.
Contact George 9890 5650

Social dance classes: at Collingwood Senior Citizens Hall,
Eddy Crt, Abbotsford, 8-10pm
Contact Robin 9723 2453

Australian Colonial Bush/Dance: at Ashburton Uniting
Church, 3 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton, 7:30-10pm
Contact Coral 9885 6109

Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills, 2-4:30pm
Contact Ian 9878 2414

Northcote Uniting Church Hall, 251 High St, Northcote,
7:30-10:30pm
Contact Gary 9481 3386

Fun New Dance for All
Contact Norm Ellis 9888 5332..
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Peter Ellis OAM

The great news on Australia Day was that Life Member of the VFEMC and popular folk-
lorist, Peter Ellis, had received the prestigious Medal of the Order of Australia for his
services to the Arts through the collection and preservation of Australia’s folk history.

This is indeed a fitting reward for a person who has contributed so much to our music and
dance scene, and for a person who continues to inspire us all with a lifetime of experience
devoted to the playing and preserving of bush music.

Even before his graduation in chemistry at the Bendigo School of Mines in the early
1960’s Peter displayed a keen interest in playing and collecting traditional tunes and
dances, but it wasn’t until after he had attained his qualification that he was able to focus
on this great passion of his to his satisfaction.
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This led him to the likes of the legendary Harry McQueen and other luminaries of the old
-time music and dance world where Peter carefully honed his music and his Master of
Ceremony skills to ultimately result in him becoming such a complete dance master.

But his talents didn’t just stop at music and dance; they extended to publishing, too,
which was evident in the compiling publishing of the 3 volumes of Collectors Choice
Series. This series quickly became the standard for dances and dance tunes. That was in
1987 and he has since been heavily involved in the production of Music Makes Me Smile
(The Nariel Book), as well as adding The Waltz, The Polka, and The Merry Country
Dance to his collection of published material. He also has a host of other writings to his
credit and some of these, too, have become ideal references. The series currently appear-
ing in the magazine Trad & Now are an excellent example.

The resourceful Peter has also produced numerous CD’s such as Quadrille Mania and
The Wedderburners In Concert which feature the old masters and the legendary old-time
bush dance bands playing in the manner of their time.

Much of Peter’s writings and recorded work have been deposited with the National Li-
brary of Australia and are available for the use of future generations.

And, of course, you would be a rare individual indeed if you had not come under his in-
fluence at one of the many workshops that he has held at major folk festivals country-
wide.

Another of his proud achievements was the forming of the Bendigo based Emu Creek
Bush Band some 30 years ago. This band is recognised as a leader in bush music and is in
wide demand. We have all danced to the music of Emu Creek band at one time or an-
other. And it would be no great surprise that Peter is the regular band leader.

Although musical interests were the basis for Peter’s OAM award, as with many other
high achievers, he has also excelled in other areas.

For instance, his commitment to his formal work position of laboratory technician and his
conducting of many associated technical workshops saw him receive the coveted
‘Susannah Larrat Award’ from the Laboratory Technician’s Association of Victoria. This
was indeed another proud time for Peter.

And in an entirely different direction, his devotion to nature over many years saw him
receive life membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club. Peter has an in-depth
knowledge of plant life and has much documented to his credit. He has also been in-
volved in the establishment of flora reserves in the Bendigo district.

We extend our congratulations to Peter on his wonderful achievement of being awarded
the Medal of the Order of Australia.

Stan Alexander



March 2012 10 Australian Tradition

It was bloody hot in Frances
But they came from east and west
For a gathering was happening
And it wasn’t to be missed

For months they’d been preparing
For the influx to the town
And the tents had been erected
And wired up for sound

There were dancers and musicians
Who’d come to laugh and play
There were singers and reciters

Who couldn’t stay away

There were oldens and youngens
There were regulars and new
There was Peter Ellis OAM
And that Charmer, little Stew

But from the north there came a blow
To steal your breath away
A gusty wind that would not rest
E’en at the end of day

It must be said there was a plus
To the wind and bloody heat
For the mozzies never had a chance
And the flies were dog gone beat

On Sunday Graham Higman smiled
And watched the early morn

As it ushered in three score and ten
The years since he was born

As shadows grew, the Gathering waned
And again they bade farewell
To the Frances friends and the great times shared
Despite that heat from hell



Australian Tradition

11

March 2012

REGULAR FUNCTIONS AT OTHER VENUES

Bendigo Folk Club

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680
buzza@bendigo.net.au

Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of
each month 8-11pm, under the
grandstand at the Queen Elizabeth oval,
Bendigo.

Bush Dance and Music Club of
Bendigo Inc

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East,
third Saturday every month. Contact
Dianne Pearse (dpearse@iinet.net.au)
5442-1715 or Mary Smith 5442-1153
(secretary @bendigobushdance.org.au)
for details.

Berwick and District Folk Club

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,

03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264

badfolk @optusnet.com.au

Featured artist 3rd Friday February to
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806
www.badfolk.org.au

Boite World Music Cafe

Therese Virtue,, 03 9417 1983
boite @boite.asn.au

Friday & Saturday - March to

November, 1 Mark St, North Fitzroy,
www.boite.asn.au

Geelong Folk Music Club

Adam Burke, 0409 409 960
hexed @iprimus.com.au or

Peter Fogarty, 03 5229 7887

Featuring quality acts from around the
country and overseas. Sessions every
Thursday at the Carlton Hotel, Mercer
St, Geelong. Open Mic, walk-up
performance events at Irish Murphy’s,
Aberdeen Street
www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403

Local musicians and concert
opportunities. Ist Sunday at 7:45 pm,
Tyers Hall, Tyers

www.musicclub.org

Melbourne Folk Club

Promoting Live Acoustic Music,
Contact Mel Robertson: 0413 587 490
Each Friday evening at The Lord Newry

Hotel, 543 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy North
VIC 3068

Ranges Burrinja Folk Club

Andrew Jackson, 03 97567398 or

0402 473 897

mail @drfolk.com.au

Guest artist, last Friday of month
Burrinja Cultural Centre, 351 Glenfern
Rd, Upwey Vic (Mel Ref 75B12)

www.rangesburrinjafolk.org/home.html

Selby Folk Club

David Miller, 03 9751 1218
miller@al.com.au

Ist Friday every month, at 8:00 pm,
Selby Community House Minok
Reserve

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub

Peninsula Folk Club

First Sunday of each month, at the
Frankston Bowling Club on the corner
of Yuille Street and Williams Rd,
Frankston, from 6:30 pm on.
Carparking, great facilities, no stairs.

peninsulafolkclub.org.au
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THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC CONTACTS
CLUB INCORPORATED
Secretary
INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB
Greg Woodruff
Telephone (03) 9874 8834

Members of the VFEMC are entitled to -

e The monthly Club Newsletter Email: secretary @vfmc.org.au

e Concessions at Club dances Ringwood Folk Club

¢ Discounts on Club publications Don Fraser

¢ Discounts on Club CD’s and cassettes Telephone 0407 737 202
[ ]

Affiliation with other organisations Email: donfraseris @gmail.com

Family Bush Dance

VFMC Postal Address Jane Bullock
GPO Box 2025, Melbourne, Victoria Telephone (03) 9762 1389
3001 Email: dance @vfmc.org.au
VEMC Website Concert Party Engagements

Maree Buttler

http://www.vfmc.org.au Telephone )

S i o o o o o o o o o o o o e
| - - .
To join the VFMC, fill in this
: Application Form and post to: MEMBERSERITYPE  (select @/)
: City/Suburban -
| VEMC Secretary, Single $25 [
I GPO Box 2025, Family $30 ]
Melbourne, Victoria 3001 ;
| Me ’ Junior $15 O]
| Student $20 [
: Single Pensioner ~ $20  []
| Newsletter Delivery:  (select @ Pensioner Family ~ $25 [T
I (both may be selected if desired)
I By Email ] Country -
| and/or Single $20 [
: By Post I:l Family $25 D
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