February 2015

Established 1959

Australian

Print Post Approved PP335169/00012

Reg No A2511Y

NEWSLETTER OF THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC CLUB INCORPORATED

XMAS BUSH DANCE

PIn This Issue ...
Item

Page

Club Events

2

Next Guest Night

3

Guest Artist Review

4

Dance Pages

6

Nariel Festival—report

8

Concert Party Report

12

Martyn Wyndham-Read

13

Vale—Allan Gardner

14

Club information

15

M.C. TREVOR VOAKE

(photo by Stephen Whiteside)

NOTE: A FANTASTIC CHANCE NOT TO BE MISSED HOUSE CONCERT WITH MARTYN WYNDHAM-READ
ON FRIDAY 20TH FEBRUARY (SEE DETAILS ON P.13)
PlEase send your contributions for MARCH Newsletter
by: Friday, 20TH FEBRUARY 2015 to: editor@vfmc.org.au
The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the VFMC

2

February 2015

Australian Tradition

Club Event Calendar
Club Sessions

•

Tuesdays, 7.30—10.15 pm, East
Ringwood Community Hall (enter from
Knaith Road, off Dublin Road) (Melway
50B8). Supportive round-robin sessions
where all are welcome for singing,
reciting, performing, workshops etc. $5.
Contact
Don
(0407-737-202)/
www.vfmc.org.au

•

first Thursday, 8.00pm (at Harry’s
place)
Second Tuesday, 10:15 pm (after
the Ringwood Folk Guest Night

•

Every Monday, 8:00 pm, (fiddles
and mandolins at Harry’s place.)

•

Most Saturdays, 11:00am, all
instruments and singing, busking
opposite the railway station in
Ringwood East

Guest Performer Concert

Harry Gardner: (03) 9870 8998, 0408 708 998 /
www.vfmc.org.au

On the second Tuesday of the month
(instead of the weekly session) a concert
is held featuring top acoustic performers.
Ringwood East Community Hall.
Concerts start with open stage acts at
8pm, finishing 10.15pm. $12. $10 conces
and members, kids no charge. Contact
0407 737 202 / www.vfmc.org.au

Ringwood Colonial Dance
Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of
every month except January 8-11pm at
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall,
Laurence Grove. A different band is
featured each month and all ages are
welcome. $12, $10 concession and
members, kids no charge.

By-Ear Sessions
Join us to learn how to play by following
someone on:
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1st February

2nd
Fiddles

3rd
Club Session

4th

5th
By-Ear Session

6th

7th
VFMC Dance
Brumbies
Bush Band

8th

9th
Fiddles

10th
Guest Night

11th

12th

13th

14th

15th

16th
Fiddles

17th
Club Session

18th

19th

20th

21st

22nd

23rd
Fiddles

24th
Club Session

25tth

26th

27th

28th

1st
March

2nd
Fiddles

3rd
Club Session

4th

5th
By-Ear Session

6th

7th
VFMC Dance
Delia’s
Friends

8th

9th
Fiddles

10th
Club Session

11th

12th

13th

14th
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Guest Artist Night, December 2014
December's concert was our last for the year, marking a year
of very successful acoustic events across a wide range of
styles. Peter Ellis on concertina accompanied by Stan
Ciuchak opened with Long Long Trail, a tribute to the Anzac
period, then on harmonica a lively schottische.
Julia Konig accompanied by Ted and
friend, followed with Robert Burn's
My Love Is Like A
Red Red Rose,
then got the
audience singing
along on Mary's Boy Child. Thanks Julia and Co, what a striking
voice! Lorenzo wrote and sang a gentle song There Ain't No Home
When I'm Working On Christmas Day. While recouping in
hospital Alex had time to observe the feeding
routine of the crows around the incinerator and contemplate if it
was a piece of him that made their feathers so sleek and shiny. His
poem Crows, They Know explains it. Frankie and Johnny
followed this.
With assistance from Greg I sang
Eric Bogle's fine Song Of The Humpback Whale, then
Angel Band with Alex and Maree on uke and harp. The
audience
joined in on
some spirited Christmas carols led by Maree
and Frances. Greg and Louise then sang a
very nice version of Bright Blue Road, and
Banjo Patterson's poem Frying Pan's
Theology to Greg’s tune.
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Guest Artist Night, December 2014
Greg Champion is a very clever entertainer who
knows how to work the audience perfectly. The
laconic and wry sense of humour in his songs,
plus his skilled guitar work, means the crowd
can find a gem of meaning in practically every
song. Greg's repertoire comes from many years
in show biz, and it would appear traveling the
country, and his ability to turn personal
experiences in the local Australian geography
into entertaining ditties of heartfelt laments is
what welds audiences to his songs. While he
may have felt a little out of kilter playing unplugged on this night he engaged our
audience for the entire bracket. Listening to his (double) cd At This Stage I have no
hesitation in recommending it as a superb collection of his best songs with equally
superb production values. That's an undisguised plug for what I believe is a very
commendable and great value cd.
His songs included Upper Kumbuckna, Never Turn Right
At Burke Road Malvern, The French Song and Dangerous
Toys, all witty and quirky and delivered with precision.
His more restive songs can paint nice scenes of sunsets on
the Aussie landscape or the halting remorse at observing
the remains of Marysville after the 2009 fires. Further Up
The Mountain was an attractive song, and Listening To
The Earthbeat another lovely song that entranced the
audience with its gentle sentiments.
The audience insisted on an encore, and joined in on I Made A Hundred but insisted
on another. Put Your Hand On Your Heart And Feel Me There was a fitting end to
the concert, and to the year.
The next VFMC concert will feature a veteran of the Australian folk song tradition,
Dave de Hugard, whose deep quiet voice and restrained interpretation of our
traditional songs is utterly unique. Don't miss him—on February 10th.
The Concert Committee thanks all who have helped and contributed to our concerts
over the year, and especially to our audiences for supporting acoustic music so
enthusiastically. Hope to see you in 2015 for more great VFMC concerts.
Review Don Fraser, photos Trevor Voake
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The Dance Page
Wednes- Thursday
day
4th
5th
Irish or
Colonials
Colonials Beginners

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Friday

Saturday

1st February
TSDAV
Dance
Workshop

2nd
Irish
Scottish

3rd
English

6th

7th
VFMC
Brumbies
Bush Band

8th
Claddagh

9th
Irish
Scottish

10th
English

11th
Irish?
Colonials

12th
Scottish

13th

14th
Scottish

15th
Welsh

16th
Irish
Scottish

17th
English

18th
Colonials

19th
Colonial
Bush Dance

20th

21st

22nd
Claddagh
Contra

23rd
Irish
Scottish

24th
English

25th
Colonials

26th
Colonials
Beginners

27th

28th

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1st MAR
TSDAV
Dance
Workshop

2nd
Irish
Scottish

3rd
English

4th
Irish or
Colonials

5th

6th

7th
VFMC
Delia’s Friends

8th
Claddagh

9th
Irish
Scottish

10th
English

11th
Irish or
Colonials

12th
Colonials
Beginners

13th

14th
Scottish
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The Dance Page

Claddagh

Irish set dancing at St Georges Anglican Church, Warncliffe
Rd, Ivanhoe. 2-5pm. Contact Rod: 9497-1793

VFMC Colonial

Dance at East Ringwood Scout Hall (Dec. only), Knaith Rd
Reserve, East Ringwood, 8-11 pm. Contact Jane: 9762-1389

Irish Monday

Dancing at The Quiet Man pub, Racecourse Road,
Flemington, 8-10 p.m. Contact Marie: 9471-0690

Irish Wednesday

Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle St, Collingwood,
8-10pm. Contact Marie: 9471-0690

English

Dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House,
7 Greenwood Street, Burwood, 8-10pm. Contact George:
9890-5650.

Colonial Wednesday

Social dance classes at Collingwood Senior Citizens Hall,
Eddy Crt, Abbotsford, 8-10pm. Contact Coral : 9885-6109

Colonial Thursday

Australian Colonial Bush Dance: Ashburton Uniting Church,
3 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton, 7.30-10pm. Coral: 9885-6109
15th January starts at 7.00pm for Dutch Crossing

Welsh Dancing

Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills, 2—
4.30pm. Contact Ian: 9878-2414

TSDAV

Sunday: The Eleventh Hour Theatre Hall, cnr Gore &
Leicester Sts, Fitzroy Contact Norm Ellis: 9888-5332

Contra Dance

Northcote Uniting Church Hall, 251 High St, Northcote, 7.30
-10.30pm. Contact George 9890-5650/Gary 9481-3386
Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke
Road, Deepdene, 8 pm Contact:
Deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com
Taggerty Hall, Maroondah Highway at Taggerty, corner of
Thornton Rd. 7-9pm. Contact Di Gaylard: 5963-3277 or
musicman@virtual.net.au

Scottish Mon. & Sat.

Scottish Thursday

Fun at the Christmas Bush Dance in
December—with Santa hats, kilts, etc.
(photo by Stephen Whiteside)
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NARIEL CREEK FESTIVAL 2014-2015
It is Boxing Day and the road-side white posts strike up a steady rhythm as the car
progresses northward along the highway toward the eventual destination of Nariel.
Once at Nariel, music and dance become the new ‘cool’ and this year the experience
was further punctuated by some important highlights for the Club.
Most of our members stayed at the Colac-Colac Caravan Park which is ideally
positioned being but a mere few kilometres to the township of Corryong and also
only a short distance to both the Nariel Festival Ground and to Cudgewa.
It is also the ideal place for social get-togethers and these take place at various
locations such as Mundy Central - a veritable honeypot to the music buff.
The book launch for the new edition of Music Makes Me
Smile (MMMS2) was a highlight of the festival and a
fitting tribute indeed to Con Klippel and the people of the
Upper Murray Region. It was also a highlight for our
Club, and it took place at the Festival Grounds Concert
on New Year’s Day.
It was good to see Life Member and President, Harry
Gardner, ‘treading the boards’ again after a few years
absence from Nariel. He participated in the book launch
along with Life Member, Peter Ellis OAM, during which
they were joined by Ian Simpson and Keith Klippel who
then all played the iconic Tickets Please, Con Klippel’s
signature tune (see photo below). It was a touching time for many good reasons, not
the least of which was Harry being further joined on stage by his son, Henry, and
grandson, James.
Peter’s speech led the audience
through some of the interesting
phases of the development of
MMMS2 and paid respects to the
many local Nariel people who
had so generously given of their
time and other resources to make
the new book possible.

Australian Tradition
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The publication, edited by Peter and Harry, and arranged by Dave De Santi of
Wongawilli fame, has perhaps been a little longer coming than originally intended,
but not without good reason for the extra time has been well spent. Persistent and
extensive research is very time consuming but has produced a host of previously
uncovered material making this publication a ‘must-have’ for the bookshelf.
It is a completely revised and expanded edition with 70 additional pages containing
many previously uncovered tunes, facts and photographs, and a host of added stories
about the Nariel personalities. The music tyro will embrace the new songs, too, one of
which features VFMC Life Member, Bert Gibson, who was part of the original team
that was instrumental in producing the inaugural Nariel Festival more than 50 years
ago. To his credit, Bert has been a regular attendee of the festival, missing less than a
handful of occasions until very recent years.
There are many interesting aspects in the book with some
of them dedicated to providing an insight into the Nariel
system of accordion playing, and a coverage of the Nariel
system for dances. There is also a comprehensive Musical
Family Tree which clearly identifies lineage of the Klippel
and the Simpson families, as well as an absorbing insight
into the significant role that VFMC played in combining
with Con Klippel and his friends to produce the first ever
Nariel Festival.
The VFMC is further represented in Jane Bullock’s dance
which is set to Ted Konig’s Cudgewa Gavotte. This is also included among the
additional material.
At times considerable overseas consultation was necessary to authenticate some very
early Nariel tunes, and variations of tunes, the outcomes of which gave the editorial
team much satisfaction. One such tune was The Manchester Galop, which is a
complete story in its own right.
Did you know that the original Klippel settlers
(Con’s forebears) to the area were held in high
esteem for their musical services and would not
consider the thought of performing without their
unique uniform? And did you know of Con Klippel’s
unfortunate but humorous experience at the hands of
his wife, Beat, during a rabbit drive? Or the true
story leading to the iconic tune Tickets Please? These
topics and many more are covered in the new book.
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It is also interesting to learn how musically inclined people of the day
organised their lives (music came before sleep) and this is seen in various
accounts by early Nariel and district people, particularly the account by
Suzanne Hodge (nee Byatt). Suzanne grew up in the Upper Thowgla district
just outside Corryong. Sadly she passed away on 11 September, 2014, without
getting the opportunity to see the finished, printed book to which she had been
looking forward so much.
Music Makes Me Smile version 2 and the double CD which bears the same
name, which was launched two years ago at the Nariel 50th Anniversary
celebrations, complement one another, and music devotees will consider them
both to be essential possessions. Although the book is a tribute to Con Klippel
and gives an insight to the great man’s varied talents and achievements, it does
justice to other personalities of the district and the time, including the Simpson
family who have been part of the Nariel tradition since inception: Ian is the
current band leader and a multi-instrument player of considerable note while
sister Brenda is the talented band drummer and spoons player. At times she
also plays her cherished accordion which was inherited from her grandfather,
Charlie Ordish. Charlie receives prominent treatment in MMMS2.
The book launch was followed immediately by the VFMC musical
presentation which included members Steve (MC), Peter, Don G, Ray and
Joan, Graeme and Cathryn. This presentation and the book launch brought out
various singing and musical abilities of our Club members and also showed
something of the diversity of the folk instruments we play, and was well
received by the public. It is pleasing to see the Club featuring in this way again
for the second successive year.
The great news is that at the time of writing, a mere four days after book
launch, a reprint of MMMS2 is imminent due to the high demand in sales.

But back to
the festival...

Australian Tradition
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Whilst retaining the total number of organised festival dances (three dances at
Cudgewa and the three open-air night dances at the Festival Green), the date of
the final dance of the festival, which has been
normally held at Cudgewa on the 2nd January
was brought forward this year to the Sunday 28th
December for a trial. This is the dance that
formerly concluded the festival and which
included various selected concert items dispersed
with dances. It is still to be decided if this new
date will be retained on a permanent basis.
A bonus for dancers was the additional evening dance on the cool grass of the
Colac-Colac Caravan Park this year and if anyone was in their element it was our
Jane who did a sterling job as she revved up people to participate. Her efforts
resulted in hordes of spectators who kept popping up like well-oiled meerkats,
first to witness the dancing, but then to be mysteriously drawn into active
participation. And they loved it – kids and grownups both.
Peter and Jane were the major MC’s of the festival with Peter MCing the dances
at Cudgewa and Jane MCing dances at the Festival grounds.
All NYD Blackboard items were of 15 minute duration each and they ran right
up to the commencement of the evening open air dance. Apart from our two
VFMC segments, other performances to come under notice were from Lyndall
Wales, Peter Anderson, Enda Kenny, Craig Lee Smith, and Vendulka & Adam.
Blackboard concerts are popular with performers and of recent years it has
become necessary to introduce a further concert on the day preceding New
Year’s Day so as to help relieve the pressure on the featured NYD event.
Other observations included the attractive new
stage backdrop at the Cudgewa hall, and the
smiles on the faces of the harp players as they
grappled with the popularity that harps are
enjoying – at one time there were no less than
five full-sized harps lined up and performing on
the NYD stage at one time.
It is now less than 12 months to go when once again it will be Boxing Day and
the road-side white posts will strike up a steady rhythm…
Overheard in the Colac-Colac showers:
“My wife wanted to call our new baby boy after her father – so we called the
little fellow Grandpa.”
- Stan Alexander
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CONCERT PARTY REPORT
Recent Events:
December 6th – Concert for East Ringwood Senior Citizens: For the last 25 years the
VFMC Billabong Band has put on a concert for the Senior citizens following their
Christmas lunch. This year we had a dance demonstration put on by the English
Country Dance group led by George Ansell and the Welsh Dance group led by Ian
Kendel, They both did a bracket of 4 dances each. The audience were also entertained
by folk songs, Christmas songs and sing- a- longs led by members of the Billabong
band.. Thank you to all who participated. Harry, Graeme, Cathryn, Stan C, Don F,
Don G, Frances, Maggie, Jane, Margie, Maree, Trevor and Sofie. A big thank you to
Trevor who was MCand coordinated the program. Thank you also to the dancers from
the English and Welsh groups. A good effort by all even despite a few hiccups with
amplification.
December 6th - VFMC Christmas Bush dance :
On the same evening (6th December) the East Ringwood VFMC Christmas dance was
held in the Senior Citizens’ hall. It was a great night with a good crowd and 10
participants in the Billabong band. It was a fun evening for all and a great way to
finish off the last dance for the year. Thank you to Steve, Don G, Don F, Trevor, Stan
C, Sofie, Graeme, Kathryn, Frances, Maggie, Harry and Jane and all the guest callers.
December 13th - Monkami Christmas concert: The Billabong band supported Barry
Murnane and Harry for another lively Christmas party at the Monkami centre in
Croydon. The Residents joined in singing lots of Christmas carols and folk songs and
dancing the Christmas Hokey Pokey and Birdie dance. An energetic fun hour was had
by all. Thanks to Don F, Don G, Frances, Sofie, Maree, Stan, Margie and Trevor.
Upcoming events:
Maroondah Festival Australia Day Concert: 26th January at Ringwood Lake
Soundshell.
Bonnie Doon Festival Bush Dance: 21st February at Bonnie Doon Reserve, Bonnie
Doon.
- Maree 9733 0802 (Concert party Convener)
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VALE - ALLAN GARDNER
It is with deep regret that the Club announces the passing of former VFMC Inc.
stalwart, Allan Stuart Gardner, at University Hospital, Geelong, on January 7th,
2015. He was aged 87 years. Allan, who was born at Yarrawonga, Victoria, on
24th January 1927, was one of our early members who helped form the basis of
the Club to what we know it as today. He was a valued member who served the
Club well for years in his quiet, unobtrusive, yet effective manner, which led to
his widespread popularity among all VFMC members.

He first began accepting additional responsibilities
within the Club in 1979 when he volunteered to be
part of the select, hard-working group that brought
together the 13th National Folk Festival – after
which he then assumed a variety of elected Club
positions including those of Assistant Treasurer,
Workshop Convenor, Assistant Secretary and Vice
President. Further, his devotion to the Club and
interest in Club activities saw him consistently
accept invitations to be a member of the Executive
Committee through the years 1977 to 1994 (17
years). It is little wonder then, that Allan received the
coveted award of Life Membership in 1993. In fact
some might even argue that this was late in coming.
A position that he particularly enjoyed was that of door-keeper at Club meetings,
which he held for many years. During this time he became noted for the warm
welcomes that he gave to each and every new member, in fact his welcomes
became something of a trademark and as well-known as the short poetic
recitation that he invariably performed at the end of each meeting. He was also
the contact for the supply of Club products - whether books, recordings, or
merely general information – he was happy to help and did so in a trusting
manner. Allan and his wife Elma (dec. 2005) worked as a tireless team for many
years for the good of the VFMC, holding many positions between them; indeed
their family and the Club were their two main focal points in life. Allan was the
loved father of Anne (wife of Heinz Gallina), David (dec.), and Jennie, and was
extremely proud of his 13 grand-children and great grand-children. Nine Club
members attended the service on 15/01/15, which was held at Geelong, some
members participating in appropriate musical contributions as attendees arrived.
- Stan Alexander
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Regular Functions at Other Venues
Bendigo Folk Club

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680
buzza@bendigo.net.au
Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403
Local musicians and concert opportunities.
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers
www.musicclub.org

Bush Dance and Music Club
of Bendigo Inc
Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third
Saturday every month. Contact Dianne
Pearse (dpearse@iinet.net.au) 5442-1715 or
Mary
Smith
5442-1153
(secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au)
for
details.

Berwick and District Folk Club
Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264
badfolk@optusnet.com.au
Featured artist 3rd Friday February to
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806
www.badfolk.org.au

Boite World Music Cafe
Therese
Virtue,,
03
9417
1983
boite@boite.asn.au
Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au

Geelong Folk Music Club
Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749,
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from
around the country and overseas. Sessions
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel Max.
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/
Comholtas (Collingwood)
Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the
1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month,
starting at 7.30pm. Supper provided

Ranges Burrinja Folk Club
Andrew Jackson, 03 97567398 or
0402 473 897
mail@drfolk.com.au
Guest artist, last Friday of month
Burrinja Cultural Centre, 351 Glenfern Rd,
Upwey Vic (Mel Ref 75B12)
www.rangesburrinjafolk.org/home.html

Selby Folk Club
David Miller, 03 9751 1218
miller@a1.com.au
1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby
Community House Minok Reserve
www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub

Peninsula Folk Club
First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm
on. Carparking, great facilities, no stairs.
peninsulafolkclub.org.au

Yea Acoustic Jam Session
First Friday of the month at the Yea
Community House (part of the Library
Complex) 7.30 p.m. All levels of musicians
and singers most welcome—$2.00 entry. It
is run by Rick and Lee Vengeance, phone
5772 0357 during business hours or see
Fairly Folk facebook page for more details.

Ballarat Folk Gathering
st

1 Sunday of the month 2PM(except January)
Held at Ballarat South Community Hub
11 Tuppen Drive, Sebastopol
Contacts for information: Caron: 5331-9776
Graeme: 5345-5551
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THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC
CLUB INCORPORATED
INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB

Members of the VFMC are entitled to • The monthly Club Newsletter
• Concessions at Club events
• Discounts on Club publications
• Discounts on Club CD’s and cassettes
• Affiliation with other organisations

VFMC Postal Address
P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic.
3135
VFMC Website
http://www.vfmc.org.au

To join the VFMC, fill in this
Application Form and post with
cheque to:
VFMC Secretary,
P.O. Box 215,
Ringwood East, Victoria 3135
Newsletter Delivery:

(select

)

Australian Tradition
Contacts
Secretary
Don Gingrich
Telephone: 9879 8761
Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au
Ringwood East Folk Club
Don Fraser
Telephone
0407 737 202
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au
Family Bush Dance
Jane Bullock
9762 1389
Telephone
9733 0802j
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au
Concert Party Engagements
Maree Buttler
Telephone: 9733 0802
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au

MEMBERSHIP TYPE

(select

City/Suburban Single
Family
Junior
Student
Single Pensioner
Pensioner Family

$25
$30
$15
$20
$20
$25

Country Single
Family

$20
$25

(both may be selected if desired)

By Email
and / or
By Post

Name: .......................................................................................................................
Address: ....................................................................................................................
Phone Contact: ……………………………………………………………………..

)

