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Club Event Calendar
•
first Thursday, 8.00pm (at Harry’s

Tuesdays, 7.30—10.15 pm, East
Ringwood Community Hall (enter from
Knaith Road, off Dublin Road) (Melway
50B8). Supportive round-robin sessions
where all are welcome for singing,
reciting, performing, workshops etc. $5.
Contact
Don
(0407-737-202)/
www.vfmc.org.au

•

place)
Second Tuesday, 10:15 pm (after
the Ringwood Folk Guest Night

•

Every Monday, 8:00 pm, (fiddles
and mandolins at Harry’s place.)

•

Most Saturdays, 11:00am, all
instruments and singing, busking
opposite the railway station in
Ringwood East

Guest Performer Concert
On the second Tuesday of the month
(instead of the weekly session) a concert
is held featuring top acoustic performers.
Ringwood East Community Hall.
Concerts start with open stage acts at
8pm, finishing 10.15pm. $12. $10 conces
and members, kids no charge. Contact
0407 737 202 / www.vfmc.org.au
By-Ear Sessions
Join us to learn how to play by following
someone on:
Sun

Harry Gardner: (03) 9870 8998, 0408 708 998 /
www.vfmc.org.au

Ringwood Colonial Dance
Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of
every month except January 8-11pm at
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall,
Laurence Grove. A different band is
featured each month and all ages are
welcome. $12, $10 concession and
members, kids no charge. Contact: Jane
9762-1389 / www.vfmc.org.au

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1st February
Fiddles

2nd
Club Session

3rd

4th
By Ear session

5th

6th
VFMC Dance
Brumbies
Bush Band

7th

8th
Fiddles

9th
Guest Night

10th

11tth

12th

13th

14th

15th
Fiddles

16th
Club Session

17th

18th

19th

20th

21st

22nd

23rd
Club Session

24th

25th

26th

27th

28th

29th
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Guest Artist Night, December 2015
Our host for December was Maree merrily attired in the red, green
and white colours of Christmas. Victor and friends started the
evening off with an oldie from the 1950’s - He Must’ve Been a
Better Man than Me.
Then Ken entertained us with a humorous ditty
about a boozer and a pig. Next up was husband
and wife team Barb and Helmut assisted by
Rudy. Barb played ukelele and sang, Rudy
played guitar and Helmut provided percussion
with a Cajon. This is a westernised version of a
Peruvian six-sided box woodskin drum. They sang Bury me
beneath the Willow then a sweet song from the 1920’s, Ukelele Lady.
Alex recited a poem about lonely people looking for lost love in the
laundromat, then played his ukulele and sang Walking After Midnight.
Next up we had Maggie ably accompanied by Dieter on
harmonica performing two songs relating to the environment. The
first was a C J Dennis poem put to music by Maggie, The Spoilers,
published in the Herald in December 1935, telling us how the
mismanagement and overgrazing of our land by settlers turned good
land into waste- land. Next was a protest song by
Maggie which drew our attention to the damage done by big companies
exploring for coal seam gas.
Frances sang a song about a little worm. Then a sweet rendition of The
Drummer Boy accompanying herself on the bodhran (Irish drum). A real
crowd favourite.
Rod sang two of his own songs. First a humorous song about
meeting his partner on the net, followed by The No Blue Blues., a
song explaining how difficult it is to write and sing the Blues when
your life is good, there are no problems, and you just
don’t have enough pain.
Finally Jim amused the audience with his recitation
of Peter Pentland’s poem about three young chaps who prowled the
streets of St Kilda one night . Out for a session of Granny Bashing, they
picked the wrong granny to mess with and came off second best.
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Guest Artist Night, December 2015
Our Guest Artist for the December was the group Folk Train.
The trio comprises Saskia Adams,
Chris Stack and Rudy van den
Bovenkamp, and is widely known
throughout the Dandenong Ranges and
the inner Melbourne suburbs. Talented
musicians, they play many different
instruments between them and perform
a wide variety of traditional folk and
popular songs as well as many written
by their own Chris Stack.
They were off to a great start with the
audience enthusiastically joining in
Rudy’s singing of the old favourite The Black Velvet Band. Then Chris sang one of
his own songs, Normandy Shore, Rudy and Saskia accompanying by playing fiddle,
pan pipes and guitar. There were many opportunities for the audience to sing along
as the trio sang Ten Thousand Miles Away then Steal Away popularised by Irish
group the Furies. Followed by Something out There , then we went for a ramble
through the new mown hay.
Rudy, Saskia and Chris showcased their musical abilities by performing several
more songs, changing instruments as they went along. piano accordion, fiddle, kick
drum, banjo, mouth organ and guitar.
Rudy sang Banjo Patterson’s Clancy of the Overflow adding atmosphere by playing
his didgeridoo which was fashioned from Huon Pine.
We heard more of Chris’s songs: one about Richard Stack, an Irish rebel from the
1560’s who we were told had a price upon his head, people said, alive or dead. The
next song carried on the theme in a song about
The Mortuary Train where passengers only had
a one way ticket.
The audience joined in once again with a
rollicking version of The Wild Rover. Then to
the cries of encore, the trio then performed
Down Under with Rudy once again delighting
those present by playing his didgeridoo.
As the evening’s musical journey came to an end, the crowd applauded
enthusiastically, no doubt looking forward to a return journey some time soon.
The club would like to thank our spot acts, guest artists and all who participated in
making a success of Concert Night.
Next Concert : February 9th 2016 Garry & Georgia Rose supported by Dingo’s
Breakfast Note: Commencement time 7.45pm.
- Review by Bette Martin ; photos by Trevor Voake
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The Dance Page
Diary dates for February::
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1st
Irish

2nd
English

3rd
Irish or
Colonials

4th

5th

6th
VFMC Dance
Brumbies
Bush Band

7th
TSDAV
Dance
Workshop

8th
Irish

9th
English

10th
Irish or
Colonials

11th

12th

13th

14th
Claddagh

15th
Irish

16th
English

17th
Colonials

18th
Colonial
Bush Dance

19th

20th

21st

22nd
Irish

23rd
English

24th
Colonials
- special

25th

26th

27th

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

Welsh

28th

29th

Contra

Diary Dates for March:

English

6th
TSDAV
Dance
Workshop

7th
Irish
Scottish

8th
English

Irish or

VFMC Dance

Colonials

Delia’s Friend

9th
Irish or
Colonials

10th
Scottish

11th

12th
Scottish

e

s
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The Dance Page
COLONIALS SPECIAL : Old Country Dance with Fiddle Pie.
$15.00. Coral: 9885-6109
_______________________________________________________________________
Claddagh

Irish set dancing at St Georges Anglican Church, Warncliffe
Rd, Ivanhoe. 2-5pm. Contact Rod: 9497-1793

VFMC Colonial Dance

at Ringwood East Elderly Citizens Hall, Laurence Grove,
Ringwood East, 8-11 pm. Contact Jane: 9762-1389

Irish Monday

Dancing at The Quiet Man pub, Racecourse Road,
Flemington, 8-10 p.m. Contact Marie: 9471-0690

Irish Wednesday

Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle St, Collingwood,
8-10pm. Contact Marie: 9471-0690

English

Dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House,
7 Greenwood Street, Burwood, 8-10pm. Contact George:
9890-5650.

Colonial Wednesday

Social dance classes at Collingwood Senior Citizens Hall,
Eddy Crt, Abbotsford, 8-10pm. Contact Coral : 9885-6109

Colonial Thursday

Australian Colonial/Bush Dance: Ashburton Uniting Church,
3 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton, 7.30-10pm. Contact Coral:
9885-6109

TSDAV

Sunday: The Eleventh Hour Theatre Hall, cnr Gore &
Leicester Sts, Fitzroy Contact Norm Ellis: 9888-5332

Contra Dance

Northcote Uniting Church Hall, 251 High St, Northcote, 7.30
-10.30pm. Contact George 9890-5650/Gary 9481-3386
Scottish Mon. & Sat.
Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke
Road, Deepdene, 8 pm Contact:
Deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com
Scottish Thursday
Taggerty Hall, Maroondah Highway at Taggerty, corner of
Thornton Rd. 7-9pm. Contact Di Gaylard: 5963-3277 or
musicman@virtual.net.au
_______________________________________________________________________

PLEASE NOTE:-

The programs for all Billabong Band events can be found on
the VFMC website (under heading Fireside Fiddlers). Thank
you to Harry who promptly puts the programs (with all the
music) on the site as soon as Maree Buttler sends it to him.

February 2016
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NARIEL FESTIVAL 2015 – 2016
For VFMC members, the best address for the Christmas and New Year period was
again the Colac-Colac caravan park.
Here members made plans, discussed destinations, parried with undefined topics and
engaged in daily Happy Hour reviews. They also involved themselves in session
playing, playing in bands and dancing, and at times there was a little candle-blowing,
too, for those who qualified for a birthday anniversary. Others were content to
merely soak up the serenity of the surrounds.
It sure beats mowing lawns in hazy suburbia!
The big news upon arrival was that our Jane had generated heaps of positive feedback regarding last year’s caravan park evening dance, thus a follow-up dance this
year was a foregone conclusion.
This took place on the much larger caravan park Green where she again soon had
hordes of dancers gyrating to the strains of music supplied by a makeshift band
which included some of our members, as well as members of the Gay Charmers and
Emu Creek dance bands, and friends. It was another fun-filled occasion.
A further VFMC inspired event (read ritual) was the champagne breakfast at the
caravan park on New Year’s Day. When the need for sustenance had been satisfied,
attendees donned their jester’s hats and soon had the gathering rolling in laughter,
after which the breakfast concluded with a set of lancers.
Dances are an important and enjoyable festival ingredient with a combined total of
six scheduled dances covering traditional Australian bush music and Celtic genres on
offer. These were played to by the featured Nariel band (leader Ian Simpson), and
friends. Also on offer was Contra dancing which further extended the scope of the
dancers.
Some dances were
conducted in the
Cudgewa Hall whilst
others were held in
the cool night
mountain air at the
festival ground: both
locations are only
minutes by car from
Colac-Colac.

Australian Tradition
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The huge void left by the passing of Peter Ellis OAM was filled by various MC’s and
dance callers which included Carol Rowe, Coral Eden, and Jennie and Ray Simpson Ray adding a touch of yesteryear with his tall topper hat.
The excellent lifelike picture of Peter, which seemed to appear wherever there was
action, was a constant reminder of his enviable abilities, and was a subject of much
comment.
A pleasing aspect were the tender ages of many of the dancers, which tended to
confirm the family-friendly nature of the festival and the future of our dance scene for
many years to come. The strong focus on the younger set was also evident in the
various children-oriented workshops and activities. There was also the spaciousness
of the festival camping ground and the cool adjacent Nariel Creek to further
encourage kids ‘to be kids’.

Other workshops catered for those people wanting to learn about Nariel music, the
Trad system, DADGAD guitar, or for those wanting to participate in poetry.
The Monte Carlo dances at the Cudgewa location revealed a new twist. Standard
playing cards were initially used to select the corners to be eliminated at each music
pause but during the dance on the first night the joker was drawn no less than twice
(indeed a rarity) resulting in the whole dance floor being returned and the procedure
restarted two more times. For the second dance night, creative genes had been to work
and came up with the novel approach of a small windup toy motorcycle to determine
the corners to be eliminated. Further resourcefulness saw the toy motorcycle replaced
by corner representatives (dancers) who then rolled irregularly shaped potatoes
toward a large target pumpkin when the music paused. This latter system proved to be
highly amusing, with the eventual winner getting to keep the pumpkin.
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The other main happening at Cudgewa was when I won a magnum torch in a
raffle; a very rare success story indeed, but Keith Bell wasn’t to be upstaged,
he did considerably better and won tickets to the Canberra NFF at Easter
which were drawn at the New Year’s Day concert.
The dances at the festival grounds were largely open-air Celtic events. This is
an idyllic location for evening dances being flanked by tall cottonwood trees,
and with the babbling Nariel Creek close by. It was illuminated by coloured
lights which created an
attractive fairy-like
setting overall.
On New Year’s Eve,
Courtney Simpson was
awarded the honour of
ushering in the New
Year. She rang an
heirloom hand-bell to
signify the arrival of
year 2016, upon which
New Year bear-hugs
became standard fare all
around (see front page).
The festival ground was also the setting for the highlight New Year’s Day
concert which was open to all attendees. Some performances to come under
notice included The Concertina Man (Steve Wilson). This skilful concertina
player/singer, had a puppet arrangement which responded in time to the tunes
that he played. If you ever get the chance to see and hear this performer, you
should take it. Robert & Co sounded great, displaying good use of a double
base as they plied their way through tunes such as Wild Rover and Whisky in
the Jar, then Peter Anderson brought years of dulcimer and vocals experience
to the stage for his contribution.
Other competent acts included the versatile The Mongrels, after which Allan
Hunter produced some humorous songs, but perhaps the biggest applause was
for The Three Sons who featured a violinist who played a superb rendition of
The Butterfly.
I never did get to hear The Defongerates although the intriguing name of this
group suggests that perhaps I should have.

Australian Tradition
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Although our club members played significant individual roles at the festival,
our club did not perform as an identified VFMC group this year.
The New Year Day concert was also an appropriate time for the Simpson family
to acknowledge the passing, during the previous 12 months, of two stalwarts of
the Nariel scene in Maureen Simpson and Peter Ellis.
Maureen, of course, was the matriarch of the Simpson involvement in the Nariel
Festival ever since inception, participating in many roles including that of
pianist, and providing much of the drive necessary to ensure the success of the
festival. Maureen, along with her late husband, Neville, and the Klippel families,
was largely responsible for developing the initial formula of the festival, and
establishing the festival itself to what it is today. As a side issue she also gained a
reputation for making the best mock turkey sandwiches available.
In addition to being a super skilled dance and music person who MC’d and
called at many dances, including those at Nariel for many years, Peter Ellis was
an integral part of the Nariel scene in many other ways also, having co-authored
two levels of the Nariel book, Music Makes Me Smile, and compiled various
CDs and other recordings pertaining to the people of the Nariel area.
The leisurely pace of the
Nariel festival ensures that
there is plenty of time
available for alternate
activities such as
exploring the many local
historical and geographical
points of interest, in fact
the area is a veritable
smorgasbord of features
just waiting to be re-discovered.
Have you seen the lovely old Towong racecourse grandstand which featured in
the movie ‘Phar Lap‘? This grandstand also featured in a different way in 1927
when Squizzy Taylor relieved the meeting of the race-day takings. And did you
know that the term ‘clack clack’ (Colac-Colac) means ‘locust’ in the language of
the local indigenous people?
- Report and photos by Stan Alexander
And the age-old poser remains unresolved: does a backward poet write inverse?
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO ALL VFMC MEMBERS:
Due to the recent 43% increase in postage and in an endeavour to control costs,
anybody who has included an email address with their membership will now receive
their newsletter via email only. This has the added advantage of seeing the photos in
colour and getting their copy more quickly. If any members still wish to receive their
newsletter via the post and don't mind waiting the extra 3~5 days, please contact the
club on either secretary@vfmc.org.au or enquiries@vfmc.org.au. This will take effect
from the March newsletter.
_____________________________________________________________________

VFMC CHRISTMAS
BREAK-UP DANCE:
(Photos: Katy & Bryce)

Australian Tradition
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VAL ORDISH - VALE
Nariel Festival attendees, and others who knew Val Ordish, will be saddened
by the news that she passed away at the Corryong hospital early on Sunday
10th January, 2016.
Valerie Florence Ordish was one of the early Nariel Festival pioneers, and
the sister of Maureen Simpson (nee Ordish). Their father was the noted local
musician, Charlie Ordish.
Although Val benefitted by having Ordish and Klippel genes, and had
formally learned the piano in her early years, she often wished that she had
continued further with her music studies. Never-the-less, her considerable
understanding of music and dance procedure held her in good stead to teach
dancing for many years.
Unassuming and modest, Val was happy to be a typical ‘behind the scenes’
person who sought little recognition, but she could always be relied upon to
help make things happen at the required time. She assisted in a variety of
ways to help establish the Nariel Festival as a unique folk festival.
She had a very strong interest in the Corryong district and its people which
eventually led to her accepting the position of Treasurer of the Man From
Snowy River Museum in Corryong, a position that she held for an incredible
34 years (1973 – 2007): it was no wonder that her comments were so highly
sought after and so highly valued during the compilation of the books, Music
Makes Me Smile, version 1 and version 2 (co-edited by Peter Ellis and Harry
Gardner). Any discussion with Val was rewarding.
Born on 14/07/32, Val was 83 years of age.
Val will indeed be missed.
- by Stan Alexander
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A FOLK (INSTRUMENT) QUIZ
1) Where did the ukulele first originate? 2) How many sizes do ukuleles
come in? 3) What are they? 4) Which George Harrison song helped to
popularize the ukulele? 5) What 4 words help to tune a ukulele?
Answers to last quiz: 1) 1988. 2) Five. 3) Bob Dylan, George Harrison, Jeff
Lynne, Roy Orbison, Tom Petty. 4) Three. 5) A British-American supergroup.

CONCERT PARTY REPORT (BILLABONG BAND)
Recent Events:
Saturday December 5th, East Ringwood Senior Citizens’ Concert. 1.30 – 3.30pm
A larger crowd than the last few years who seemed to really enjoy themselves
(as no one left before the end). Thanks to the English Country Dance group led
by George Ansell who demonstrated 4 English set dances. The audience were
also entertained by folk songs, Christmas songs instrumentals and sing-a-longs
led by members of the Billabong Band. Thanks to: Harry, Linda, Graeme,
Cathryn, Stan C, Don G, Frances, Maggie, Jane, Margie, Trevor, Terry and
Sofie. A special thank you to Trevor who was mc and coordinated the program.
Saturday December 5th - VFMC Christmas Bush Dance. 8pm – 11pm
Held in the Senior Citizens’ Hall. It was a great night - a fun evening for all and
a great way to finish off the last dance for the year. Thanks to Steve B, Don G,
Trevor, Stan C, Stan Alexander, Sofie, Graeme, Cathryn, Frances, Maggie,
Harry, Steve W, Jane, Katy and Bryce and all the guest callers.
Saturday 9th January – Wesley Home Concert at Olympus Drive, Croydon.
This is the best audience to perform to. It’s very easy to interact with this group.
This year they had a beach theme and we got into the spirit of it all by doing
Beach Boy songs and folk tunes with any reference to water (Gumtree Canoe
etc). A great afternoon. We’ve been asked to do another concert there in April.
Saturday 15th January – Lionsbrae Residential home
We did an Australia Day program linking (broadly) songs through the history of
Australia. It was a great afternoon. Thank you to Don Gingrich, Maree, Ken
McGregor, Margie and Trevor Voake, Frances Lester and Sofie Krop.
Upcoming Events:
Wed. 27th Jan - Donwood Aged Care concert, 1.30 – 2.30pm (Aust Day theme)
Friday 19th February - Bonny Doon Festival Bush Dance –? 7pm
Saturday 30th April – Wesley Home Concert at 2pm.
- Maree 9733-0802 (Convenor)
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Regular Functions at Other Venues
Bendigo Folk Club

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680
buzza@bendigo.net.au
Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403
Local musicians and concert opportunities.
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers
www.musicclub.org

Bush Dance and Music Club
of Bendigo Inc
Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third
Saturday every month. Contact Dianne
Pearse (dpearse@iinet.net.au) 5442-1715 or
Mary
Smith
5442-1153
(secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au)
for
details.

Berwick and District Folk Club
Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264
badfolk@optusnet.com.au
Featured artist 3rd Friday February to
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806
www.badfolk.org.au

Boite World Music Cafe
Therese
Virtue,,
03
9417
1983
boite@boite.asn.au
Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au

Geelong Folk Music Club
Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749,
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from
around the country and overseas. Sessions
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel Max.
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/
Comhaltas (Collingwood)
Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the
1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month,
starts 7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690

Ranges Burrinja Folk Club
Andrew Jackson, 03 97567398 or
0402 473 897
mail@drfolk.com.au
Guest artist, last Friday of month
Burrinja Cultural Centre, 351 Glenfern Rd,
Upwey Vic (Mel Ref 75B12)
www.rangesburrinjafolk.org/home.html

Selby Folk Club
David Miller, 03 9751 1218
miller@a1.com.au
1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby
Community House Minok Reserve
www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub

Peninsula Folk Club
First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm
on. Carparking, great facilities, no stairs.
peninsulafolkclub.org.au

Ballarat Folk Gathering
st

1 Sunday of the month 2PM(except January)
Held at Ballarat South Community Hub
11 Tuppen Drive, Sebastopol
Contacts for information: Caron: 5331-9776
Graeme: 5345-5551

16

February 2016
THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC
CLUB INCORPORATED
INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB

Members of the VFMC are entitled to • The monthly Club Newsletter
• Concessions at Club events
• Discounts on Club publications
• Discounts on Club CD’s and cassettes
• Affiliation with other organisations

VFMC Postal Address
P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic.
3135
VFMC Website
http://www.vfmc.org.au

To join the VFMC, fill in this
Application Form and post with
cheque to:
VFMC Secretary,
P.O. Box 215,
Ringwood East, Victoria 3135
Newsletter Delivery:

(select

)

Australian Tradition
Contacts
Secretary
Greg Woodruff
Telephone: 0418406442
Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au
Ringwood East Folk Club
Don Fraser
Telephone
0407 737 202
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au
Family Bush Dance
Jane Bullock
Telephone
9762 1389
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au
Concert Party Engagements
Maree Buttler
Telephone: 9733 0802
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au

MEMBERSHIP TYPE

(select

City/Suburban Single
Family
Junior
Student
Single Pensioner
Pensioner Family

$25
$30
$15
$20
$20
$25

Country Single
Family

$20
$25

(both may be selected if desired)

By Email
and / or
By Post

Name: .......................................................................................................................
Address: ....................................................................................................................
Phone Contact: ……………………………………………………………………..

)

