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ATTENTION ALL VFMC MEMBERS:
The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IS COMING UP!
It will be held on Sunday 7th July, commencing at 2.15 pm (details inside)
Please send your contributions for the June newsletter
by: Friday 17th May 2019 to: editor@vfmc.org.au
The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the VFMC
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Club Event Calendar
•
First Thursday, 8.00 pm (venue

Club Sessions
Every Tuesday except the 2nd (concert
night), Ringwood East Community Hall,
Knaith Rd Reserve. 6.30 Australian Folk
Tunes playing; 7.30 Australian Folk
Songs; 8.00-10.15 main supportive round
robin session for singing, playing,
reciting, performing, yarns, workshops,
etc. Supper. $5 memb. $6 non memb.
Currently 4th Tues is for all-in round
robin tunes, dance sets & group singing.
All welcome. www.vfmc.org.au

•

Most Saturdays, 11:00am, all instruments
and singing, busking opposite the railway
station in Ringwood East.
Ringwood Colonial Dance
Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of
every month except January 8-11pm at
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall,
Laurence Grove. A different band each
month and all ages are welcome. $12,
$10 concession and members, kids free.
No charge. Contact: Jane 9762-1389 /
www.vfmc.org.au

Guest Performer Concert
On the second Tuesday of the month
(instead of the weekly session) a concert
is held featuring top acoustic performers.
Ringwood East Community Hall.
Concerts start with open stage acts at
7.45pm, finishing 10.15pm. $14, $12
conces and $10 members, kids no charge.
All welcome. www.vfmc.org.au

Ringwood Children’s Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of each month except
December and January. 2-3.30pm at the
Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall,
Laurence Grove. Live band each month.
All school age children welcome. $5 a
child, $10 a family. Adults free.

By-Ear Sessions
Join us to learn how to play by following
someone on:
Sun

Mon

Tues

TBA)
Second Tuesday, 10:15 pm (after
the Ringwood Folk Guest Night)

Wed

Thu

Fri

1st June
VFMC Dance
Appalachian
Heaven String
Band

30th

2nd

Sat

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

12th

13th

14th

15th
VFMC
Children’s
Dance

19th

20th

21st

22nd

26th

27th

28th

29th

Club Session
9th

10th

11th
Guest Night

16th

17th

18th
Club Session

23rd

24th

25th
Club Session
All in
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Guest Artist Night, May 2019
Our first time MC for the evening was Tony O’Neil. Gary Caulfield started the
night off with a poem about the Brewer’s Lament whose main problem was not
how much he drinks but how much he spills. He followed with a song
by Bruce Woodley and Dobe Newton—I am Australian. The audience
joined in enthusiastically. Then Peter entertained with a couple of limericks.
Appearing in England in the 18th century, this style of five line poem is
traditionally a little rude or shady in content.
Wal sang a song from 1848 by J H Hewitt—The Maid of Monterrey, which tells
the tale of a young woman who tends to the wounded soldiers on both sides of
the American/Mexican war until tragically she is killed herself. Then Wal
played and sang a traditional Latvian Lullaby which his mother used to sing to
him at bedtimes: Eija,Zuzu, Laca Berni. Mother and father bears gather honey
and berries for their cubs. He also presented the original flip-style book in the original
Latvian for interested people to view during the supper break.
Ruth, one of our published poets, stepped up to perform her poem about the
evils of those Golden Eyed Poker Machines, making various points about the
punters who must be winning to be grinning and seem unaware that gambling
is an addiction and an affliction. Alex joined Ruth to recite one of his poems
about social justice— sad story of Sarah, a young school girl dealing with a
dysfunctional parent while struggling to continue her education. My Mum’s
not Well. Guitarist and song-writer Ed presented two of his works. Firstly, a
song about his grandfather, Fred Wilson, who was gassed in World War 1 and
suffered the affects for the rest of his life. If I knew then what I knew later on, I
wonder if I would’ve gone. The inspiration for his second song came from a
wine label on a bottle of Riesling named—Isolation Beach. A place where I
can take my troubled mind.
Ted from the Newport Folk Club played on his guitar his arrangement of a
1930’s piece. Buddy can you Spare me a Dime. This song is one of the
best known of the Great Depression songs written in 1930 by Harburg &
Gorney and first presented in the musical review A mericana.. Then Ted
echoed Ed’s sentiments singing—Wine, wine, wine, there’s nothing
sweeter than wine.
A group which has grown out of the club—The Three
D’s, presented the final spot act for the evening.
Featuring Dieter on harmonica, Don on concertina and
Dominic on guitar, they played two traditional Irish
tunes suggested by Joan Mundy: The Belgarth Waltz
and Slievenamon. (a song of lost love near a mountain
in Tipperary). Then with Don switching to guitar, they
sang the beautiful song Morning Bird from the 2003
album For the Story by American singer/songwriter
Forest Sun Schumacher.
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Guest Artist Night, May 2019
MAIN ACT:

Nick Charles is a club favour ite who has appear ed at
Ringwood Folk Club several times over the years. He is a
consummate guitarist and talented song-writer and his
mixture is a colourful mixture of blues and folk as well as
contemporary styles. Nick appears regularly at local and
Australia wide folk festivals such as Port Fairy, National
Folk Festival and Georgetown, Tasmania. He also travels
extensively overseas to Edinburgh, New Zealand and the
United States and has received multiple awards and
accolades for both his performances and song writing.

Nick opened with a blues number— Three Lines Wide and Twelve Miles Long. Then a
composition by British composer Davey Graham, a finger style acoustic guitar solo—
Angi. This piece is considered to be a rite of passage for all aspiring finger style
guitarists ever since Graham composed it at the age of nineteen.
From his River Flows album, Nick performed The Things that you want. The song
telling the listener: Sometimes the things that you want drift away from you. Then a
blues style song—When I make my Fortune I’m coming home to you.
The next piece was composed by Peter Green a co-founder of Fleetwood Mac and Nick
says it has been his most requested piece over the years—Albatross. Its relaxed dreamy
style made this a worldwide hit when first released in 1968. Nick performed a lively song
by Mississippi John Hurt—Frankie and Albert. Supposedly based on a true crime of
passion, this song is more widely known today as Frankie and Johnny. Exhibiting his
brilliant finger picking style, Nick began with the original tune and then morphed into
the more well-known version. Then he showcased one of his latest compositions, as yet
un-named. A slower paced tune with a calm melodic theme, he thinks he may call it
Sunrise.
The classic hit, Stand by Me, was composed by American song writers Leiber and
Stoller, with input from Ben E King. The composers were impressed so with Nick
Charles’s performances they asked him to create a guitar arrangement of this classic. It is
a truly engaging version of the song. Then Fool’s Gold. Thoughtful lyrics…Bearing the
crosses we have made. The W ater is W ide is a traditional Scot’s tune first written down
early in 1724 as ‘Waly, Waly Gin Love be Bonny.’ There are many variations these days
and Nick played this well-loved tune giving it his own special touch. Then a piece by
legendary blues guitarist Big Bill Broonzy, the classic Hey,Hey, Baby. As the finale to
an evening of style and grace, Nick played the lovely song Penelope.
It is easy to see why Nick Charles is acclaimed both in Australia and overseas as a world
class guitarist and songwriter.
Next month: The Friendly Creatures supported by Chris Stack.
Thanks go to everyone who assisted in the running of the concert this evening. You are
greatly appreciated.
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Diary dates for June:
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

TSDAV

Scottish

English

Irish or
Colonials

9th

10th

11th

12th

13th

Festival
Dance
Weekend

Scottish

English

Irish or
Colonials

Scottish

Friday

7th
Portarlington

Saturday
1st June
VFMC Dance
VFMC
Appalachian
Heaven String
Band
8th
Scottish
Celtic Folk
Bundanoon

Contra
14th

15th
VFMC
Children’s
Dance
Bendigo East
Hop

16th

17th

18th

19th

20th

Welsh

Scottish

English

Irish or
Colonials

Colonial

23rd

24th

25th

26th

27th

28th

29th

Claddagh live music

Scottish

English

Irish or
Colonials

30th

1st July

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

Scottish

English

Irish or
Colonials

6th
VFMC
Jolly Jumbucks
Bush Band

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

13th

TSDAV
Contra

Irish or
Scottish

English

Irish or
Colonials

21st

22nd

Melbourne
Colonials
Ball

Scottish
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The Dance Pages
VFMC Family Dance

East Ringwood Senior Citizens Hall, Laurence Grove, East
Ringwood, 8-11 pm. Contact Jane: 9762-13889

VFMC Children’s Dance East Ringwood Senior Citizens Hall, Laurence Grove,
Ringwood East, Sat. 2-30pm. Contact Jane: 9762-1389
Claddagh

Irish set dancing at St George’s Anglican Church, Warncliffe
Rd, Ivanhoe. Sunday 2-5 pm. Contact: Rod: 9497-1793

Irish Wednesday

at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle St, Collingwood, 8-10pm.
Contact Marie: 9471-0690

English

dancing at Bennetswood Neighbourhood House, 7
Greenwood Street, Burwood, 8-10pm. Contact Geor ge:
99890-5650

Colonial Wednesday

Social dance classes. Collingwood Senior Citizens Hall,
8-10pm. Contact Cor al: 9885-6109

Colonial Thursday

Austr alian Colonial Beginner s/Bush Dance: Ashbur ton
Uniting Church, 3 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton. 7.30-10pm.
Contact Coral: 9885-6109

Welsh Dancing

Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills. 2-4.30
pm. Contact Ian: 9878-2414

TSDAV

Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills. 2-5 pm.
Contact Norm Ellis: 9888-5332

Contra Sunday

Beckett Uniting Church, 72 Highfield Rd, Canterbury. 7.4510.15 pm. Info: 0422932532

Scottish Mon. & Sat.

Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke
Road, Deepdene, 8 pm
Contact: deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com

Scottish Thursday

Taggerty Hall, Maroondah Highway at Taggerty, corner of
Thornton Rd. 7-9pm. Contact: Di Gaylard 5963-3277 or
musicman@virtual.net.au

Bendigo East Hop dance Holy Trinity Church Hall, Keck St, Flora Hill. Enquire: 5442-1153
secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au

Portarlington Celtic Folk Festival www.onlymelbourne.com.au
Bundanoon Dance Weekend

www.bushtraditions.org

_______________________________________________________________________________

Melbourne Colonial Dancers—Gold Fever, 8 pm
Collingwood Town Hall, 140 Hoddle Street, Abbotsford.
Contact Coral: 9885-6109
___________________________________________________________
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V.F.M.C. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING —2019
The Annual General Meeting of the Victorian Folk Music Club will be held this
year on Sunday 7th July at 2.15 pm at the Community Hall in Knaith Road
Reserve, East Ringwood.
The meeting should finish at approximately 3.45 pm and will be followed by
afternoon tea and an informal session for anyone interested—so bring along your
instruments and/or voices.
If any members wish to have one or more items included as Other Business, they
must note the following:ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - NOTICE OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS
In terms of the Club's Cons!tu!on Item 30 (5), members are reminded that no!ce
of any items that members wish to be included in the agenda for the Club's 2019
Annual General Mee!ng under the heading "Any Other Business" is required to
be given to the Club's Secretary before 22nd May.
This means that, unless already submied to the Secretary, it is now TOO LATE
to have anything added to ‘Any Other Business’.
__________________________________________________________________

- Monthly dance in May
(photo by Trevor Voake)
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THE TRIP HOME FROM THE NATIONAL
When Margie and I left Canberra & the festival, we had already decided to
travel home via Margie’s home town, Narrandera. However, after doing the
Bushrangers concert (see Billabong Band report) and looking at the map (yes I
can still read a map), we decided to take in a few detours through the Riverina.
The concert brought home to us what a hotbed of bushranging the Riverina
actually was. Other states had their bushrangers but the Riverina seemed to have
a concentration of them, so we decided to visit some of the towns between
Canberra and Narrandera.
The first town we stopped at was Binalong.
The bushranger “Flash” Johnny Gilbert’s
grave is just on the edge of town and is quite
clearly marked on the road out of town (see
photo on front cover). Of equal interest is the
bluestone Mechanics Institute hall. This was
the scene of a very humorous/interesting
incident in the early 1900’s concerning a
Woolshed Ball, squatters & shearers. I
suggest you Google Roweth and “The Shit
Flung on the Floor (By Invitation Only)” or
see https://www.rowethmusic.com.au/light-another-fire-cds . It is a true incident.

From there we travelled onto Old Junee – this was a bit of a disappointment as
apart from a railway siding and a few wheat silos, there was very little else
around. It is now just basically a district outside Junee. Its primary school shut
down in 1966 and there is very little left.
From there we headed onto Wantabadgery. This was a little more interesting as
we found a Primary school, general store and a small rural telephone exchange.
The local community has, however, gone to some effort to preserve their
bushranging past and has erected a detailed information board opposite the
General Store.
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From Wantabadgery we travelled onto Narrandera – a very pretty town on the banks of
the Murrumbidgee River. It is also the site of the John O’Brien festival held every year
on the weekend closest to St Pat’s Day in March. A few years ago we included it in our
trip to Canberra for the NFF. Although poetry isn’t my main interest, I will certainly go
again next time that Easter falls near mid March.
There are some amazing poets out there including our own, such as Ruth, Bette, Jim
and Stephen.
As our stay in Narrandera coincided with ANZAC
Day, we decided to go to the service. The war
memorial there is one of the most beautiful we’ve
seen and includes memorials from the Boer War
right up to the present day. The centrepiece of the
gardens is a beautiful Royal Doulton fountain
donated to the town in 1922 "in honour of all those
in Narrandera and District who served in the Great
War 1914-1918." It is one of only two in the
world, the other being in Pakistan.
All in all it was a lovely way to relax & unwind after the activities of the folk festival—
a pity to have to come back to Melbourne. If ever you decide to extend your trip to or
from Canberra, Narrandera is a lovely place to stay and we can recommend the Grong
Grong Motel, 10 minutes out of town, and John is a very pleasant singer/guitarist/
keyboard player.
- report and photos by Trevor Voake
______________________________________________________________________

NATIONAL FOLK FESTIVAL—QUIZ
1) In what year was the very first National Folk Festival held? 2) Where was it
held? 3) What festival in the U.S. was it inspired by? 4) What year did the
NFF commence being held in Canberra only? 5) What is its biggest venue?
Answers to last Quiz (on Gospel Music): 1) Christian music 2) vocals, often
with harmonies 3) African-American Church 4) American mountain music
5) Amazing Grace, Mary Don’t You Weep, When the Saints Go Marching In.
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BILLABONG BAND/CONCERT PARTY—REPORT (late March—May)
Highland Games – 31st March (see also fr ont cover
photo in May issue) For the second year in a row the
VFMC were invited to perform at the revitalised
Ringwood Scottish Highland Games, which have been
rebranded as the Ringwood Highland Games & Celtic
Festival in an attempt to attract a wider audience. As like
last year, a dedicated “Folk” tent was set up. Unlike last
year, we weren’t competing with pipe bands doing their
warm-ups. The weather was not looking promising and
as we were first up (early Sunday morning for a muso!),
we weren’t sure what sort of audience we would have. It turned out that we had a
small but appreciative audience. We had put together a program of Scottish songs &
tunes which everyone seemed to enjoy. It was fortunate that we were on early as the
weather closed in later in the day and at least one marquee was blown over. The club
also provided two MC’s for the Folk tent for the day with Tony O’Neil & Trevor
Voake sharing the duties. Thanks to Katy, Bryce, Carol, Maggie, Margie, Sophie,
Tony O’Neil, Rob, Trevor, Stewart, Michael.
Arguably our two most important events were held in April and these were two
performances at the National Folk Festival in Canberra over Easter. These are events
where we are being judged by our peers. Unlike playing at nursing homes etc, we are
playing for generally other “folkies” who are quite free to get up and walk out if they
don’t like what they are hearing.
Our first performance was in the Trocodero, a venue normally reserved for themed
concerts. Our performance was on the theme of Bushrangers. This venue is a
permanent hall unlike the marquees that are used for some other venues and has
proper stage facilities. It can hold a couple of hundred people and looking around the
hall and taking a rough count, we had a
little less than a half full hall so around
80—100 people. As this was the first
concert on the Saturday morning, we
thought this was a pretty good turn-out.
What was even better was that very few
people got up and left during the
performance.
Our performance consisted of a number
of songs on bushrangers interspersed with readings on the various bushrangers and
the history of bushranging. Bill Buttler did a lot of research and produced an
excellent script that was read by Steve Bullock and Margie Voake. The format was,
a short reading followed by a song generally pertaining to what was just read. We
also had two well-known guest artists: our own Stephen Whiteside who performed
one of his humorous poems “Victoria Has Ned Kelly” and Bruce Watson who sang
one of his own songs about Captain Moonlight.
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Some of the comments passed by audience members who spoke to us afterwards
were “how seamless it was – it all ran so smoothly without large gaps between
anything”, “thank you – that was so interesting”. Overall we got a lot of positive
feedback, there are always things that we could do better but generally we
considered it to be a good effort.
Thanks to all those who participated. Margie, Maree, Maggie, Joan, Ray, Steve,
Bill, Stan, Don G, Trev and our two guests Stephen & Bruce.
The second performance by the Billabong Band was the Farewell Dance held in
the Coorong hall. The Coorong is primarily a dance hall with a proper dance floor.
Traditionally this is the last dance of the
festival and is held late on the Monday
afternoon. Because it is late on the
Monday afternoon many of the patrons
have already left especially those who
have to start work early Tuesday morning.
Jane had put together another excellent
program which had just the right mix of
old & new and couples & sets to keep
everyone happy. Plus the music chosen
kept the musicians happy.
Given what I said previously about
people leaving, we had quite a good
turn-up with a number of sets around
the hall.
The only dampener (pun intended)
was when the heavens opened and it
absolutely poured with rain.
Unfortunately, we found that the roof
leaked. However, after some
scurrying around, a chair was placed under the leak so people could dance around
it and shortly after the hall management found a bucket to place on the chair and
everyone danced on!
Overall, it was a good ending to another great festival. Many thanks to Katy,
Bryce, Steve, Trev, Stan, Don G, Ray & Joan and Jane for calling.
Upcoming gigs:
Lionsbrae – May 31st
Children’s Dance - June 15th
Coordinators: Maree Buttler & Trevor Voake ; photos by Trevor Voake
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Regular Functions at Other Venues
Bendigo Folk Club

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680
buzza@bendigo.net.au
Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403
Local musicians and concert opportunities.
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers
www.musicclub.org

Bush Dance and Music Club
of Bendigo Inc
Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third
Saturday every month, at Holy Trinity
Church Hall, Keck St, Flora Hill. Contact
Mary Smith 5442-1153 or email
secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au

Selby Folk Club
David Miller, 03 9751 1218
miller@a1.com.au
1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby
Community House Minok Reserve
www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub

Berwick and District Folk Club

Peninsula Folk Club

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264
badfolk@optusnet.com.au
Featured artist 3rd Friday February to
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806
www.badfolk.org.au

First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm
on. Carparking, great facilities, no stairs.

Boite World Music Cafe
Therese
Virtue,,
03
9417
1983
boite@boite.asn.au
Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au

Geelong Folk Music Club
Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749,
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from
around the country and overseas. Sessions
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel Max.
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/

Comhaltas (Collingwood)
Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesday of every month, starts
7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690

peninsulafolkclub.org.au

Creswick Folk Club
Second Friday, from 7.30 pm at the
American Hotel in Creswick; and
Fourth Friday, from 7.30 pm at the Old
Station in Creswick.
Enquiries: Graeme: 03 5334 5551
www.facebook.com/creswickfolkclub/
Fireside Fiddlers
For fiddles plus other string melody
instruments, such as mandolins.
Every Monday evening at various
venues. For further information, contact
Denise Hibbs: 0402 050 524
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THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC
CLUB INCORPORATED
INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB

Members of the VFMC are entitled to • The monthly Club Newsletter
• Concessions at Club events
• Discounts on Club publications
• Discounts on Club CD’s
• Affiliation with other organizations

VFMC Postal Address
P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic.
3135
VFMC Website
http://www.vfmc.org.au
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Contacts
Secretary
Jane Bullock
Telephone: 9762 1389
Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au
Ringwood East Folk Club
Don Fraser
Telephone: 0407 737 202
Email: sessions@vfmc.org.au
Family/Children’s Bush Dance
Jane Bullock
Telephone: 9762 1389
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au
Concert Party Engagements
Maree Buttler
Telephone: 9733 0802
Email:
billabongband@vfmc.org.au

