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- WITH A DIFFERENCE!

PLEASE NOTE: Due to Covid-19 virus restrictions, VFMC cannot
produce the printed version of this newsletter at present. The print
version will be produced and mailed out as soon as restrictions ease
Please send your contributions for November newsletter
by: Friday 16th October to: editor@vfmc.org.au
The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the VFMC
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Club Event Calendar
Club Sessions
Every Tuesday except the 2nd (concert
night), Ringwood East Community Hall,
Knaith Rd Reserve. 7.30 Australian Folk
Songs; 8.00-10.15 main supportive round
robin session for singing, playing,
reciting, performing, yarns, workshops,
etc. Supper. $5 members, $6 non
members. The 4th Tues is for all-in round
robin tunes, dance sets & group singing.
All welcome. www.vfmc.org.au

By-Ear Sessions
To be organised at a future date
hopefully.
Ringwood Colonial Dance
Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of
every month except January 8-11pm at
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall,
Laurence Grove. A different band each
month and all ages are welcome. $12,
$10 concession and members, kids free.
No charge. Contact: Jane 9762-1389 /
www.vfmc.org.au

Guest Performer Concert
On the second Tuesday of the month
(instead of the weekly session) a concert
is held featuring top acoustic performers.
Ringwood East Community Hall.
Concerts start with open stage acts at
7.45pm, finishing 10.15pm. $14, $12
conces and $10 members, kids no charge.
All welcome. www.vfmc.org.au

Sun

4th

Mon

5th

Tues

6th

Ringwood Children’s Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of each month except
December and January. 2-3.30pm at the
Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall,
Laurence Grove. Live band each month.
All school age children welcome. $5 a
child, $10 a family. Adults free.

Wed

Thur

Fri

Sat

1st October

2nd

3rd
Zoom
Dance

7th

8th

9th

10th

14th

15th

16th

Club Session
ZOOM

11th

12th

13th
Concert Night
ZOOM EVE
Guest artists

18th

19th

20th

17th
Zoom
Dance

21st

22nd

23rd

24th

28th

29th

30th

31st

Club Session
ZOOM

25th

26th

27th
Club Session
ZOOM
(ALL IN)
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT (Steve Bullock)
Surely 2020 will go down as the year we
all want to forget. Drought, fire, flood and
pestilence have had a terrible impact on us
all. Quite a few of us were evacuated from
the Nariel Folk Festival, and our friends in
and around Corryong were seriously
impacted by the bush fires. Life member
Geoff Coles lost his home to the fires at
Mallacoota. After months of preparation,
the club missed out on performing at the
National Folk Festival in Canberra at
Easter, and also presenting at the Folklore
Conference at the National Library. Our carefully prepared schedule of
dances and concerts have been left in tatters by the restrictions of the
pandemic. And sadly, I have had to prepare an obituary for the third time
this year.
Fortunately, I have not heard of any of our club members contracting the
Coronavirus. I implore you to keep yourselves safe and follow all the health
guidelines.
Folkies are a resilient lot, and around the world the songs, the music and the
dance continue, albeit in isolated ways. The club has been conducting online music sessions since April, using the Zoom facility. We have reintroduced guest performers, and are holding feature artist concerts with
spot acts. August saw Jane run our first Zoom dance, with dances carefully
prepared for one or two dancers in their homes. September has seen Zoom
workshops and a dance to celebrate Wattle Day.
The committee are still meeting regularly, and plans to return to face-toface events are constantly on our minds. We will re-open our live venues as
soon as it is safe to do so, but meanwhile, join us on Zoom for music each
Tuesday, and dancing on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays. Please keep an eye on
our website (www.vfmc.org.au) where details of all these events can be
found, and where, eventually, we will announce the resumption of face-toface events.
Take care, stay safe and well,
Steve

(photo by Trevor V oake)
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CONCERT NIGHT REPORT
Mike Hassett as MC welcomed the 50 or more guests to the September
concert. (They had all paid beforehand via Humanitix.) This event was
something of a trial in using the online format for a paid concert and we
are happy to report it worked very well. So for the immediate future,
expect to see more great concerts from your sofa.
Ed Robbins started the spot acts with two of his own
compositions, the first about his great great great-uncle
who found himself in the dock at The Old Bailey and subsequently
received an assisted passage to Van Diemen’s Land for the rest of his
life for pinching an overcoat from his master. The second was The
Colour Blue. Two nice songs well presented. Thanks, Ed.
Mary and David Anderson played two
waltzes on English concertina and fiddle: Annie Shaw’s
Tune from the playing of Sally Sloan, and Wangaratta
Waltz from Harry Schaffer.

Rudy van den Bovencamp then sang Grandma’s Feather Bed and
a nice classical Italian piece, Con Te Partito.

Three tunes followed with Elizabeth Sutherland’s lovely harp:
She Moved Through The Fair, Women Of Ireland, and her own
composition, The Holly King, about the winter solstice. Well
done Elizabeth!

Club President Steve Bullock sang two fine old unaccompanied
folk songs: Henry The Poacher, also known as Van Diemen’s
Land, and Widdicombe Faire.

With a few minutes left to fill, Mary and David returned to play the lovely tune, Da
Slockett Light.
(continued over…)
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CONCERT NIGHT REPORT
After a short break our special guest performers, Dave Alleway and Dianne Gaylard,
aka Drop Of Scotch, presented an hour of fine songs and tunes in the Scottish vein with
the harp and Scottish small pipes featuring. Dave and Di are from Marysville so their
tunes drifted gloriously over the Great Divide to lodge in the lounge rooms of we patrons
wi’ narry a glitch—which was something of a miracle, not to mention a big relief for the
Committee.
They opened with a haunting melody on harp and small pipes called The Sleepy Tune.
Generations Of Change is a spirited song that documents the changes in family
generations from ploughing the land to manning the fishing fleets, to servicing the oil rigs
in the North Sea. Then followed three tunes written by Bob McGuinness for the late Peter
Ellis on harp and fiddle, Take Your Partners, Collector’s Choice and Castlemaine.
The venerable Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club
visited the Shetland Islands some time ago and
brought back Island Of Wood by Liz Carrol, and a
3/2 tune by Ross Cooper. Next was The Poison
Train about the train lines on the Atherton
Tablelands. David described his exquisite harp
made by Andy Rigby from various fine Australian
woods, then played a couple of lovely tunes with Di
on the small pipes. We then heard a medley of
Strathspeys related to whiskey (or is it whisky, I
believe there’s a difference). Because He Was A
Bonny Lad, De’il’s Among The Tailors, and The
Fairy Dance.
We heard a few convict connections on this night, including Anderson’s Coast by John
Warner, about a couple of convicts who nicked a boat in Van Diemen’s Land and sailed it
across Bass Straight to Inverloch. Well, it is more a love song, ‘Annie dear, don’t wait for
me, I fear I’ll never return to thee. There’s nought to do but endue my fate, watch the
moon, the lonely moon, like the breakers on wild Bass Straight’. Beautiful sentiments
from such a brutal predicament. Two waltzes were next on harp and fiddle, Kathlina Waltz
and Elsie’s Waltz. Then a song about a folk club in Edinburgh called Old Quinn’s Bar ‘Doon in the wee room, underneath the stairs’. They finished with some spritely tunes on
harp and pipes.
What a varied and interesting programme! Many thanks to all who contributed their talents
in the spot acts; it was very inspiring. And thanks of course to Drop Of Scotch, Dave and
Dianne, for their wonderful programme of Scottish songs.
I guess we will be back next month when we have Dodsworth & Dodsworth from Central
Victoria, Graham and Penelope, father and daughter from one of Victoria’s stalwart folk
families.
- Review and photos by Don Fraser
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Diary dates for October:
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

DUE TO COVID-19 THE VFMC

ON THE

1st & 3rd

SATURDAY

Wednesday
IS NOW

OF EACH

Photo by

Thursday

Friday

RUNNING A ZOOM

MONTH

Trevor

Voake
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O’Carolan
Ask any traditional folkie who O’Carolan was & most people will reply “You
mean the blind Irish Harper from sometime around the 1600 ~ 1700’s”
So this is a bit more about him.
Turlough O’Carolan (Irish: Toirdhealbhach Ó Cearbhalláin) was born in
Nobber, County Meath in 1670 where his father was a blacksmith. When he
was 14 the family moved to County Roscommon where his father worked for
the MacDermott-Roe family. Mrs. MacDermott-Roe took an interest in
Turlough and gave him an education where he showed a talent for poetry. Four
years later at the age of eighteen (or fourteen depending on the source) he was
blinded by smallpox. Mrs. MacDermott-Roe then apprenticed him to a good
harper and at the age of twenty one she gave him a harp, horse, money and
guide and he set out to travel Ireland composing songs for patrons. He died 25
March 1738.
His fame is due to his gift for melodic composition.
I didn’t realize until I started doing some research that he was a poet as well as
musician & that a lot of the tunes we know & play today had words to them.
What is regarded as his first composition was actually a poem put to the tune
“The Bonnie Cuckoo”. This is now known as Si Bheag Si Mhor (or Si Beg Si
Mor or Sheebeg Sheemore). About a third of his compositions had associated
lyrics but are largely unknown today. English was a second language for him so
he predominantly wrote in Gaelic. It is thought that he only composed one song
in English, “Carolan’s Devotion”.
Traveling harpers were a well known institution in
Ireland in the 1600 & 1700s and it was a mark of
prestige if one came and stayed for a while at your
residence. O’Carolan traveled mainly between
patrons in County Connacht. He obviously had a
gift for making friends and he was welcomed in
many of the grand homes where he was frequently
pressed to prolong his stay. He very wisely replied
to one such request:
If to a friends house thou shouldst repair;
Pause and take heed of lingering idly there;
Thou mayest be welcome but its past a doubt;
Long visits will soon wear the welcome out.
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Little is known of his family life, but at the age of 50 he married a Mary Maguire
and had 7 children, only one being a son. Mary died 13 years after their marriage.
In the late 1740s, around 10 years after his death, his son published some of his
works but unfortunately they were only published as a melody line with no
information on harmony or accompaniment or the reason they were written.
O’Carolan was known to have an over-fondness for drink and his doctors told him
to stop many times but he said it made him sicker when he stopped. His wife
Mary died in 1733 and he passed away 5 years later. He died at the home of his
first patron, Mrs MacDermott-Roe, who was then in her 90s but insisted that a
wake be held in his honour, which was attended by many. This wake lasted 4 days
which in itself was a sign of his prestige.
Most of O’Carolan’s works were not written down in his time but survived in the
repertoire of fiddlers, pipers and other harpists. Apart from those written down by
his son approximately 10 years after his passing, it was Edward Bunting who
collected and published his tunes in 1792. That so much of his music has been
revived is due to the efforts of the late Sean O Riada who revived and popularized
his music in the late 1960s when it had been largely forgotten.
As a composer and as a player it is said that he was 100 years ahead of his time.
He possessed a sweetness of tone and a genius for finding the right note –
comparisons with Mozart are not as extreme as they may appear. From an Irish
viewpoint he is a national composer with an international stature.
The book “Begged, Borrowed and Stolen”, widely used by club members,
contains a number of his tunes:O’Carolans Concerto – composed as a test of musical skill with Italian
violinist & teacher Francesco Germiniani.
Si Beg Si Mor
Planxty Irwin
Another book that is a work of fiction woven around historical fact is:
“O’Carolan’s Concerto” by Caiseal Mór – described as a toast to the three
sacred pastimes of old Ireland: music, storytelling and whiskey. A
thoroughly entertaining story woven around historic facts.
References: The Irish Times – Mon Apr 24 2006
Getting into Fiddling – Craig Duncan
An Illustrated History of Irish Times and Music – Megan O
Suilleabhain
Wikipedia – Turlough O’Carolan
- by Trevor Voake
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TWO TUNES BY O’CAROLAN (in Begged Borrowed & Stolen)
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V.F.M.C.—WATTLE DAY, 2020
Congratulations (and much appreciation) to all those responsible for putting
together the recent Wattle Day event on 5th September, especially those who
agreed to share their knowledge and experience with participants by acting as
conveners. Mike Hassett and Bill Buttler did a great job getting the Humanitix
ticketing and Zoom set up, which took considerable effort. Two simultaneous
Zoom sessions were run, and the time for each session was extended a little more
than in previous years, allowing extra time for wind-down. 12 interesting and
informative sessions were held from 9.30am to 9.30pm, with over 160 attendances.
Follow-up survey comments have been quite positive. Thanks also to those who
took time to fill in the survey, which will help with planning for next year.

ZOOM 1:
With Bill Buttler at the helm the Improve Your Zoom Experience guided 15
participants through an interesting session of tips and ‘how-to’s’ to improve your
Zoom experience. Singing and playing music with Zoom can present challenges,
and the hints were very useful for getting the best out of it.
Finding Chords For A Tune was an important talk on how to find chords for a
song or tune. It was run by Bill Buttler, and helped to identify the key and mode
(including A Dorian and E Dorian modes) of a tune and how to fit basic chords
to it. This workshop concentrated on standard Anglo-Celtic and Australian
session tunes for chord instruments. 17 attended this interesting session.
What’s A Dulcimer? was an inter esting intr oduction to two instr uments, the
Appalachian Dulcimer and the Hammered Dulcimer. Bill Buttler showed his
beautifully crafted individually styled instrument, while Ken McGregor
demonstrated the complexity and charm of the hammered variety. A fascinating,
informative and pleasant presentation by both, enjoyed by 14 attendees.
The Australian Songs Session was an interesting program of commentary and
playing of five Australian folk songs, presented by Club members, and which
received much acclaim from the 21 participants. Ray Mundy kicked off the
proceedings with Stringybark Creek, relating the story of what happened at the
Creek and also what had happened previously. He told of Thomas McIntyre, the
only Constable to survive at Stringybark Creek. The cult hero status of Ned Kelly
is shown to be not really deserved. Tony O’Neill told the story of The Catalpa
where in 1876 six Fenian prisoners escaped Fremantle Gaol and were rescued by
the US Navy which took them back to America to live as free men. A fascinating
story which can be found in Wikipedia. We believe the song is still banned in the
West. Maree and Bill presented The Banks Of The Condamine, adapted from the
19th century British ballad, Banks Of The Nile. First known as The Banks Of The
Riverine, unusual for an Australian folk song, it is a love song rather than the usual
work or grog ditty. Mike Hassett related the tragic death from the bends of a
Japanese pearl diver in Sayanara Nakamura. The diver, buried along with 900
others in Broome cemetery, never realised his dream of returning to Okinawa to
marry his love.
(continued over…)
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Finally, Stan presented Click Go The Shears which started life in the US as Ring
The Bell Watchman, came to Australia and morphed into The Bare Bellied Ewe
before becoming Click Go The Shears. A newer set of lyrics was used in 1966 to
ease Australians into decimal currency.
The Dance Tunes Workshop was run by Maree Buttler and Joan Mundy and
explored various dance tune formats such as the waltz, reel, jig, march etc.
‘The Old Swing Waltz’ was included.—a great favourite. All instruments
were welcome to join in on this session, which 14 participants attended.
Zoom Dancing Introduction—Norm Ellis from TSDAV gave tips and guidance
on enhancing one’s enjoyment of dancing, online - “alone at home”. 21 attended.

ZOOM 2:
Ellen Hundley convened the Slow Session For Fiddlers, presenting two lovely
waltzes, the Tom Bigbee River Waltz and Josefin’s Dopvals by Swede Roger
Tallroth, and a lively tune: Tom Sullivan’s Polka. The nine players discovered
that a pleasing result is not that difficult to produce with such good tunes as these,
and played at a nice tempo. Handouts of the scores were available.
Jane Bullock and Maree Buttler arranged a
session of interesting Activities For Kids.
Colleen assisted with the five kids attending
as they discovered the joys of making
music, playing an observation game,
singing Kookaburra Laughs, and having
plenty of fun. One 7-year-old commented:
“My favourite part of the workshop was making musical instruments.”
13 mainly novice Tin Whistle players were taken through a series of both dance
and ballad styles by Maggie Somerville, accompanied by some helpful fingering
guides. The handouts were useful for participants to take away and practise tin
whistle playing at their own leisure.
Another 14 joined the Ukulele Jam. Don Fraser took
players through some two and three chord songs to get
acquainted with playing in different keys. More
challenging songs followed with participants
encouraged to start building their own repertoires.
Handouts are available and follow-up sessions planned.
Bill Desailly and Ellen Hundley gave an interesting Introduction To Latin
American Music with demonstrations on the passion for music in all these
countries, from Mexico right down to Tierra Del Fuego. The complex rhythms
and the roll of the carnival was well explained. Bill and Ellen are extremely
knowledgeable on the subject. 18 people attended.
In the evening a Virtual Family Bush Dance was convened when Jane Bullock
and Norm Ellis stood in at short notice after Ray and Jenny Simpson of the
Blackberry Jam Band had to decline for family reasons. This session worked
surprisingly well, with good reports from the 41 who attended.
- report by Don Fraser (with input from participants)
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WATTLE DAY—QUIZ
1) What is the date each year of Wattle Day? 2) What date did NSW want?
3) What year was it made official? 4) What is Wattle Day meant to celebrate?
5) Which Melbourne outer suburb has a big Wattle Day celebration each year?
6) Which type of wattle is the national floral emblem of Australia?

Wattle in full bloom along the Merri
Creek for all dogwalkers, joggers,
walkers and cyclists to enjoy during
lockdown in Brunswick/Coburg (photo by dogwalker & VFMC
member, Maggie Somerville)

Answers to last quiz: 1) 1941 2) Robert Zimmerman 3) Blowin’ in the Wind
4) Country, gospel, rock 5) Drawing & painting 6) Rolling Thunder Review:
a Bob Dylan Story.
__________________________________________________________________
BILLABONG BAND REPORT—SEPTEMBER 2020
There are unfortunately no gigs to report on due to the current health crisis and
subsequent forced cancellation of large gatherings. We are, however, hoping that
this latest lockdown in Victoria will soon pass and the restrictions will again be
eased so that we can eventually get back to the real world of song and dance.
Upcoming gigs (most of which will probably be cancelled):
Oct 7th - Donwood
Oct 23rd - Lionsbrae
Dec 2nd - Yarrunga Retirees Christmas party
Dec 5th - VFMC dance
Dec 18th - Lionsbrae
- Billabong Band coordinators: Maree and Trevor
—————————————————————————————————————A MUSICAL JOKE: Why didn’t the bouncer let the quavers into the bar?
Answer: Because they were slurring…
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Regular Functions at Other Venues
Bendigo Folk Club

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680
buzza@bendigo.net.au
Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403
Local musicians and concert opportunities.
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers
www.musicclub.org

Bush Dance and Music Club
of Bendigo Inc
Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third
Saturday every month, at Holy Trinity
Church Hall, Keck St, Flora Hill. Contact
Mary Smith 5442-1153 or email
secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au

Selby Folk Club
David Miller, 03 9751 1218
miller@a1.com.au
1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby
Community House Minok Reserve
www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub

Berwick and District Folk Club

Peninsula Folk Club

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264
badfolk@optusnet.com.au
Featured artist 3rd Friday February to
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806
www.badfolk.org.au

First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm
on. Carparking, great facilities, no stairs.

Boite World Music Cafe
Therese Virtue 03 9417 1983
admin@boite.asn.au
Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au

Geelong Folk Music Club
Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749,
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from
around the country and overseas. Sessions
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel Max.
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/

Comhaltas (Collingwood)
Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesday of every month, starts
7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690

peninsulafolkclub.org.au

Creswick Folk Club
Second Friday, from 7.30 pm at the
American Hotel in Creswick; and
Fourth Friday, from 7.30 pm at the Old
Station in Creswick.
Enquiries: Graeme: 03 5334 5551
www.facebook.com/creswickfolkclub/
Fireside Fiddlers
For fiddles plus other string melody
instruments, such as mandolins.
Every Monday evening at various
venues. For further information, contact
Denise Hibbs: 0402 050 524
Newport Folk Club
Certain Friday nights at 7.30 pm plus other
evenings, e.g. Tues Blues and Sunday 2 pm
singalongs etc.
See website for up-to-date calendar.
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THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC
CLUB INCORPORATED
INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB

Members of the VFMC are entitled to • The monthly Club Newsletter
• Concessions at Club events
• Discounts on Club publications
• Discounts on Club CD’s
• Affiliation with other organizations

VFMC Postal Address
P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic.
3135
VFMC Website
http://www.vfmc.org.au
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Contacts
Secretary
Jane Bullock
Telephone: 9762 1389
Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au
Ringwood East Folk Club
Don Fraser
Telephone: 0407 737 202
Email: sessions@vfmc.org.au
Family/Children’s Bush Dance
Jane Bullock
Telephone: 9762 1389
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au
Concert Party Engagements
Maree Buttler
Telephone: 9733 0802
Email:
billabongband@vfmc.org.au

