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VALE:  NANCY UPSON 

See inside on page 6 for more 
about Nancy, and do you 

recognise Harry Gardner & 
other ex-members above? 

(Photo:  Trevor Voake) 
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ATTENTION ALL VFMC MEMBERS: 

Please note that VFMC membership fees are due in March. 
See inside for details on how to pay etc. 
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NOTE:  MOST LIVE EVENTS ARE 

 

Club Sessions 

Every Tuesday except the 2nd (concert   
night), Ringwood East Community Hall, 
Knaith Rd Reserve. 7.30 Australian Folk 
Songs; 8.00-10.15 main supportive round 
robin session for singing, playing, 
reciting, performing, yarns, workshops, 
etc. Supper. $5 members, $6 non 
members. The 4th Tues is for all-in round 
robin tunes, dance sets & group singing. 
All welcome. www.vfmc.org.au 

 

 

Guest Performer Concert 

On the second Tuesday of the month 
(instead of the weekly session) a concert 
is held featuring top acoustic performers. 
Ringwood East Community Hall. 
Concerts start with open stage acts at 
7.45pm, finishing 10.15pm. $14, $12 
conces and $10 members, kids no charge. 
All welcome.  www.vfmc.org.au 

 

Club Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event Calendar    

CANCELLED DURING PANDEMIC! 

 

By-Ear Sessions 

To be organised at a future date 
hopefully. 

 

Ringwood Colonial Dance 

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of 
every month except January 8-11pm at 
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence Grove. A different band each 
month and all ages are welcome. $12, 
$10 concession and members, kids free. 
No charge. Contact: Jane 9762-1389 / 
www.vfmc.org.au 

 

Ringwood Children’s Dance 

Every 3rd Saturday of each month except 
December and January. 2-3.30pm at the 
Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence  Grove. Live band each month. 
All school age children welcome. $5 a 
child, $10 a family. Adults free. 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

1st March 2nd 

Club Session 

ZOOM 

3rd 4th 5th 6th 

Live(?) 
Dance 

7th 8th 

 

 

9th 

Concert Night 
ZOOM EVE  
Guest artist/s 

 

10th 11th 

 

 

 

 

12th 13th 

 

14th 15th 

 

 

 

16th 

Club Session 

ZOOM 

17th 18th 19th 20th 

Zoom 

Dance 

(themed) 

21st 
 

 

22nd 

 

 

23rd 

Club Session 

ZOOM 

24th 

 

 

25th 

 

 

26th 

 

 

27th 

 

 

28th 

 

 

29th 

 

   

30th 

Club Session 

(themed) 
ZOOM 

31st 
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                            ONLINE CONCERT NIGHT REPORT    

 

The concert was again staged via Zoom with Maree Buttler as MC. Maree showed 
remarkable dexterity in being MC while at the same time hosting both the Main Act 
and a spot act quartette in her home.  
Spot Acts: 
The musical program opened with the first spot act by Wal 
Tiedemann. Wal sang two songs, the first being the much loved 
German folk song ‘Seemann’ about a sailor whose life is the sea. 
Wal sung the entire song in German which added a lovely touch of 
authenticity. He followed up with ‘Daffodils, a tale about a lady 
who receives a gift of daffodils, only to complain when opening the 
parcel, that one has a bent stem. 

Maggie Somerville followed, her first item being a poem she wrote 
called ‘The Landing at Stockyard Creek  ,’ which tells of a shock that 
Maggie experienced one day on an annual kayaking trip. She followed 
with the song ‘Mary Lemaine’ by Henry Lawson, a light-hearted and 
romantic bushranger poem, set to music by Maggie. 

The third spot act was Ray and Joan, starting with Ray 
singing the  shearing song‘Garawilla’, collected from Jack 
Wright, who learnt it from his father when he was shearing 
at Garawilla Station near Moree. One day, a shed hand 
wrote the song and handed out copies, becoming part of a 
John Meredith collection.  This song was introduced to the 
VFMC by Paul Harsant in the early 1970’s.  Joan followed with The Wee One’ from 
the book "Folk Songs Of Australia and The Men And Women Who Sang Them", 
published in 1967. Joan sang a version recorded many years ago by the Wongawilli 
Band. To finish, Ray sang another folk song, ‘Maslin’s Mill’, about the travails of 
moving timber in the rain with bullock teams. 

The fourth act was the Limoncellos, four Italian 
gentlemen: Giovanni, Giuseppe, Luigi and Marcello, who 
somehow escaped the Covid immigration restrictions and 
made a creditable job of impersonating Don Fraser, Ken 
McGregor, Dieter Imberger and John Howell. They 
entertained us with ‘Mezza Notto Imputto’, sung a 
cappella, followed by children’s song  ‘Dorme Dorme’ 

and concluding with a fine rendition of ‘Tirritomba’. And to cap things off, we 
celebrated Don’s birthday. 
The final spot act was Raymond Crooke, who began with his 
own composition, ‘Promises Promises’, a commentary on the 
promises of dodgy politicians with a contemporary update 
“inspired” by Trump. His second song, also his own 
composition: ‘YouTube Comments’, was about being trolled on 
YouTube, no doubt from bigots annoyed by Raymond’s 
politically progressive songs. 
                  (continued over...) 
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Main Act: 
 

Following the break, Maree introduced our 
main act, VFMC’s own Dominic Martin. 
Dominic began singing Folk Songs in late 
1960’s with appearances at Traynors and 
venues around Melbourne. As a teenager, 
along with two friends, he formed the Folk 
Lore Trio playing in venues around the inner 
suburbs of Melbourne.  
 

Dominic opened with the Black Velvet Band 
an Irish folk song lamenting the betrayal of 
an innocent young chappie by a beguiling 
damsel with her tresses tied up with a black velvet band. 
 

His second song was Ewan McColl’s My Little Son, a tale about a little boy whose 
father worked on the roads, building highways in England. 
 

Next came a Scottish song,  The Trooper and the Maid, which Dom performed 
with a more than passable Scottish accent, followed by The Year of the Drum, a 
song about wartime and personal tragedy in Australia by Wendy Joseph, who 
despite best efforts was not on line to introduce it herself. Four Strong Winds by 
Canadian Ian Tyson was followed by Reedy River by Henry Lawson to music by 
Chris Kempster who has put over one hundred Lawson poems to music. This 
poem, perhaps one of Lawson’s best, paints a majestic picture of the Australian 
landscape, the struggles to make a living on the land and a poignant personal 
picture of a pioneer couple. Dominic’s presentation of this moving poem was 
superb. 
 

Another Lawson poem The Shearer’s Dream followed, a whimsical tale about a 
shearer dreaming of a shed full of rouseabouts who were “girls dressed up as a 
boy”. Some of the lines might not fit today’s gender stereotype norms but Lawson 
was a man of his times. Then came Brian Mooney’s Irish folk song Gartan 
Mother’s Lullaby, played up the guitar neck with dropped D tuning and 
contrasting nicely with  the previous song. 
 

 

       (continued over…)   

 

ONLINE CONCERT NIGHT REPORT 
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Concert Night report (continued): 
 

The final bracket comprised a lovely Stan Graham song, The Olive and the 
Vine, about Italian immigrants who settled in the Barossa area of South Australia 
and struggling with life on the land, dreaming of “trees full of olives and grapes 
on the vine”. Next came the Woody Guthrie classic the Deportee (The Plane 
Wreck at Los Gatos), a tale of illegal immigrant workers from Mexico working 
in the orchards of California who perished in a plane crash. Woody’s line in the 
song sums it up: “the radio tells me they’re just deportees.” As the French saying 
goes: Plus ça change, plus c’est la même chose. To conclude, we had a rousing 
rendition of Working Man, where the assembled group at Bill and Maree’s and 
of course the rest of us at home all joined in. 
 

To sum up, another great performance of the high standard that characterises the 
VFMC’s concerts. How Dominic can sing and play eleven songs on the trot 
without a note in front of him is something your reviewer can only dream of!            
Next month: Khristian Mizzi.  
 

      -  Review by Michael Hassett ; photos by Trevor Voake 

___________________________________________________________________ 

              MEMBERSHIP FEES—A REMINDER 

Members are reminded that their membership fees are now due at the end of 
March.                                                                                                                           
Any membership that was due in June 2020 has to be renewed by March 2021. 
Please check your membership card to see the expiry date.                           
Memberships can now be paid online at vfmc.org.au  Please include your 
surname in the descriptor. Otherwise they can be paid via cheque posted to 
VFMC, PO Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. 3135            

    - Trevor Voake (Membership Officer)
_________________________________________________________________                   

                                     VALE:  NANCY UPSON 

It was with sorrow that the Club learned of the recent passing of Nancy Upson. 
Nancy was made a Life Member of the VFMC in 1984. (Previously her husband 
Geoff had been made a life Member in 1977.)  She was also a committee 
member from 1974 till 1986, including president from 1984 to 1986. Nancy was 
a very keen & enthusiastic member of the concert party and the Billabong Band. 

                   -  by Trevor Voake 
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The Dance Page 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

DUE   TO 

 

 

COVID-19 

 

 

EASING 

 

 

WE  NOW 

 

 

PLAN 

 

 

A  REAL 

 

 

DANCE 

 

 

ON  THE 

 

 

 

FIRST 

 

 

SATURDAY 

 

 

OF MARCH 

 

 

BUT  A 

 

 

ZOOM  

 

 

DANCE 

 

 

 

ON  THE 

 

 

 

THIRD 

 

 

 

SATURDAY 

 

 

 

OF MARCH 

   

       

       

       

 
      

 

 

     Photo  by     Trevor Voake 
 

Diary dates for March:    
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TWO NEW CDs  WITH VFMC CONNECTIONS 

 

 

- Dave’s most recent album entitled:    

‘Best of DOWN TO THE SEA’ 

 

 

Here are details of two recently released CD'S from Dave Isom. 

Dave is an original member of the famous Bushwackers band.  

The original band was named "The Original Bushwackers And Bullockies 
Bush Band". 

This CD is remastered from a tape made at the Armstrong Studio's, South 
Melbourne, in 1973 and recently rediscovered. There are 11 tracks on this CD. 
There is a detailed account regarding the formation and activities of the band. 
Some of the people in the accompanying  "Memories and Memorabilia" booklet 
had an association with our club, the VFMC.    

                           (continued over…) 

Dave’s new release of an early 

Bushwackers’ album entitled: 
‘Vintage Bushwackers: ‘The     
Original BUSHWACKERS & 
BULLOCKIES BUSH BAND’ - 
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TWO NEW CDs (continued): 

Jim Buchanan was an active member in 1970. He played the lagerphone and 
5 string banjo. He sang a lot of songs from JD songbook and other Australian 
songs. A member of the Concert Party and Billabong Band. 

Jan Wositzky [Bushwackers Band] learned to play the bones from club 
member Noel Nickels, an active club member involved with the Concert 
Party and the Monday night workshop.. 

Ben Hall, the great grandson of the bushranger Ben Hall, was associated with 
the club. I recall him with his horse-drawn coach taking people for rides at 
club events. He ran a costume hire shop in Essendon and club members often 
used his services for club ball outfits. 

Chris Wendt was a club member and conducted classes for dance music for 
the club. These classes were in a church hall in Station Street, Fairfield, the 
same time as the normal Monday night workshop. 

Ian Marks. See photo taken at Nariel Creek in 1972. Ian was an active 
member of the club and involved in the Concert Party and Billabong band. 

 

“Best Of Down To The Sea”: 

Dave Isom is a keen yachtsman and musician. The 19 tracks on this CD are of 
sailing and the sea. There are traditional and contemporary songs all recorded 
by Dave and accompanied by several well-known musicians.  

A very good CD and pleasant listening! 

Both CD'S are available from Dave Isom: 

Email  davidisom@gmail.com  or  www.daveisom.com.au  

Cost is $20 plus $5 postage each in Australia.  

For both CD'S: $40 including Australian postage. 

 

         -  by Ray Mundy 
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 SEAHORSE 

 

I hoisted the sail and tightened the girth and held up my hand to the 
breeze. 
I tried to determine the lay of the land, and whether I’d need the 
trapeze. 
I jumped in the saddle and pushed down the rudder and faced the 
bow out to the bay. 
Wind filled the sails and rippled the mane. We were off, with a 
whinny and neigh! 
 
We cantered on starboard. I shoved down the board, then flung the 
boom over to port. 
How the hooves clattered! I rose and I fell, enjoying this moment of 
sport. 
I gripped with my thighs and I cleated the sheet and I eased off a 
touch on the vang, 
Inhaling the smell of those broad sweaty flanks as it mixed with the 
salty sea tang. 
 
Over the crests and down through the troughs, we galloped quite 
effortlessly, 
And never before was there such a fine ride as we raced through 
the fields of the sea. 
We sliced through the waves like a knife through soft cheese while 
the foam washed the sides of the hull, 
And up in the heavens I spotted a gannet, a parrot, a crow and a 
gull. 
 
At last we were done, and I pulled on a rein, and turned our 
direction to land. 
In no time at all we had walked through the shallows and touched, 
safe and sound, on the sand, 
And never before have I felt such a thrill on the sea as I’ve charted 
my course, 
And never before have I had so much joy on the back of a galloping 
horse! 
 

                           © Stephen Whiteside   17.09.2020 
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FAKE RUSSIAN CHOIR—QUIZ 

 

1) What is the name of the Aussie fake Russian choir?  2) Where is it based?  3) 
How many members are in it?  4) Can they speak Russian?  5) What do they like 
to drink?  6) When did this choir go viral? 

 

Answers to last quiz:- 
 1) An English poet  2) Manchester, U.K.  3) Parodies & comedic poems  4) 
Dachsunds with Erections (Can’t Climb Stairs) 5) U.S.A.—political  6) National 
Folk Festival in Canberra. 
__________________________________________________________________

     

Billabong Band report – February 2021 

Obviously no gigs have been played for quite some time. However, we are 
optimistically looking to the future and are hopeful that we might be able to get 
back to performing at some of our old favourite venues.  

With that in mind, we were considering starting practices towards the end of 
March but with the current lockdown/restrictions in place, who knows if that will 
be extended. So it’s a case of “watch this space”. 

A limited (due to the Covid restrictions) number of players will be playing for the 
March dance – it remains to be seen whether it will be via zoom or in the hall. 

Proposed upcoming gigs are: 

Family dance – 6th March  

Children’s dance – 17th April  

Woolshed Ball - 22nd May 2021 at Ringwood East Senior Citizens hall 

 

  -  Billabong Band Convenors – Maree Butler, Stan Ciuchak, Trevor Voake 
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Regular Functions at Other Venues (on hold now)Regular Functions at Other Venues (on hold now)Regular Functions at Other Venues (on hold now)Regular Functions at Other Venues (on hold now)    

 

 

Bendigo Folk Club 

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680 

buzza@bendigo.net.au 

Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each 
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the 
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo 

Bush Dance and Music Club  
of Bendigo Inc 

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third 
Saturday every month, at Holy Trinity 
Church Hall, Keck St, Flora Hill.  Contact 
Mary Smith 5442-1153 or email 
secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au 

 

Berwick and District Folk Club 

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,  
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264 

badfolk@optusnet.com.au 

Featured artist 3rd Friday February to 
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34 
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806 
www.badfolk.org.au 

Boite World Music Cafe 

Therese Virtue 03 9417 1983 
admin@boite.asn.au 

Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1 
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au 

Geelong Folk Music Club 

Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749, 
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty 
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from 
around the country and overseas. Sessions 
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap 
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events 
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30 
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel  Max. 
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.   
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/ 

 

Comhaltas (Collingwood) 

Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of every month, starts 
7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690                    

 

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club 

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403 

Local musicians and concert opportunities. 
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers 

www.musicclub.org 

 

Selby Folk Club 

David Miller, 03 9751 1218 

miller@a1.com.au 

1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby 
Community House Minok Reserve 

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub 

 

Peninsula Folk Club 

First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston 
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street 
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm 
on.  Carparking, great facilities, no stairs. 

peninsulafolkclub.org.au 

Creswick Folk Club 

Second Friday, from 7.30 pm at the 
American Hotel in Creswick; and 

Fourth Friday, from 7.30 pm at the Old 
Station in Creswick. 
Enquiries: Graeme: 03 5334 5551   
www.facebook.com/creswickfolkclub/ 
 

Fireside Fiddlers 

For fiddles plus other string melody 
instruments, such as mandolins. 

Every Monday evening at various 
venues. For further information, contact 
Denise Hibbs:  0402 050 524 

 

Newport Folk Club 

 

Certain Friday nights at  7.30 pm plus other 
evenings, e.g. Tues Blues and Sunday 2 pm 
singalongs etc. 
See website for up-to-date calendar. 
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ContactsContactsContactsContacts    

Secretary 

Jane Bullock 

Telephone:  9762 1389   

Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au 

Ringwood East Folk Club 

Don Fraser 
Telephone:  0407 737 202 

Email: sessions@vfmc.org.au 

Family/Children’s Bush Dance 

Jane Bullock          
Telephone:  9762 1389 

Email: dance@vfmc.org.au 

Concert Party Engagements 

Maree Buttler 
Telephone:  9733 0802 

Email: 
billabongband@vfmc.org.au 

 

THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC 
CLUB INCORPORATED 

 

INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB 

Members of the VFMC are entitled to - 

• The monthly Club Newsletter 

• Concessions at Club events 

• Discounts on Club publications 

• Discounts on Club CD’s  

• Affiliation with other organizations 

 

VFMC Postal Address 

P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. 
3135 

VFMC Website 

http://www.vfmc.org.au 


