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 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SUNDAY 17th JULY at 2.30 pm at the Senior  
Citizens Hall, Laurence Grove,  Ringwood East 
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NOTE: PLEASE CHECK IF EVENTS 

  
Club Weekly Sessions 

Weekly Sessions                  
Every Tuesday of the month except the 
2nd (Concert night), Ringwood Uniting 
Church Hall, Station St. plus online 
access. From 7.15 Australian Folk Songs; 
7.45 - 9.15 main supportive round robin 
session for singing, playing, reciting, 
performing, yarns, workshops, etc. The 
4th Tuesday is for all-in round robin 
playing of tunes, dance sets & group 
singing. $5 members, $6 non members. 
All welcome. www.vfmc.org.au  

Guest Performer Concert 

On the second Tuesday of the month 
(instead of the weekly session) a concert 
is held featuring top acoustic performers. 
Ringwood Uniting Church Hall and/or 
online. Concerts start with open stage 
acts at 7.45pm, finishing 10.00pm. $14, 
$12 conces and $10 members, kids free.   

Club Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event Calendar    

ARE ZOOM, LIVE OR HYBRID!  

 

By-Ear Sessions 

To be organised at a future date -
hopefully. 

 

Ringwood Colonial Dance 

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of 
every month except January 8-11pm at 
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence Grove. A different band each 
month and all ages are welcome. $12, 
$10 concession and members, kids free. 
No charge. Contact: Jane 9762-1389 / 
www.vfmc.org.au 

 

Ringwood Children’s Dance 

Every 3rd Saturday of each month except 
December and January. 2-3.30pm at the 
Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence  Grove. Live band each month. 
All school age children welcome. $5 a 
child, $10 a family. Adults free. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

   1st June 

  
2nd 3rd 4th 

Family 

Bush Dance 

 

5th 

 

6th 

 

 

7th 

Club Session 

HYBRID 

8th 9th 

 

 

 

 

10th 11th 

 

12th 13th 

 

 

14th 

Concert Night 
Guest artists 

HYBRID 

15th 16th 17th 

 

  

18th 

Children’s  
Dance 

 

19th 

 

  

20th 

 

 

21st 
Club Session 

HYBRID 

 

 

22nd 

 

 

23rd 

 

 

24th 

 

25th 

 

 

26th 

 

 

27th 

 

   

28th 

Club Session 

HYBRID 

All in 

29th 

 

 

30th 
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Don Fraser, our MC this month welcomed our Zoom and hall audience and our 
performers. 
As usual we began with a range of talent and genres for the first hour of Spot Acts. 
 

Mick Kearon  began the evening with the well-loved Scottish song 
‘The Parting Glass’, often sung at the end of a festive evening to wish 
friends well. He followed up with ‘The Town I Loved So Well’, a tale 
of life in Derry, Northern Ireland  and how it changed over the period 
of the “Troubles” through the 60s and 70s. 

 

Rosemary Konig presented two spoken pieces, the first one lamenting the 
tragedy of the war in Ukraine, and a woman forced to leave the country. She 
followed up with the Pam Ayres poem ‘They should have asked my husband’ 
an ode to a bloke who knows everything - or thinks he does. 
 

Bill Buttler followed with a creative rendition ‘The Streets of 
Forbes’ accompanied with his resonator guitar with some deft 

slide work incorporated. He changed instruments to the lap dulcimer for an 
up-beat rendition of ‘Lachlan Tigers’. 

 

Peter Reid presented two of his own compositions ‘Silver Lining’ telling of 
a relationship of a young woman with an army man who went off overseas. 
He followed up with ‘Billy the Baker’, who was in love with a woman 
engaged to someone else, but whose charms prevailed and he ultimately 
married her. 
 

Ed Robins  also sang two of his own songs, the first ‘Autumn Song’ was, 
you guessed it, a song about Autumn which Ed wrote a year ago. Next came 
a light-hearted musical tribute to ‘Gladys the Goat’. 

 

Tony O’Neil sang unaccompanied, the Stephen Foster classic ‘Hard Times  
Come Again No More’ successfully encouraging audience participation. He 
followed with a poetic commentary on how some people’s lives are a struggle, 
due in part to the government, with the recommended remedy being to ‘Throw 
the Bastards Out’! 
 

Dominic Martin concluded the hour with two singalong favourites ‘Red 
River Valley’ and the ‘Skye Boat Song’. Fine guitar and vocals as usual, with 
Colin McLaren assisting with the precise history of the second song. 
 

 

 

                        (continued over…) 

CONCERT NIGHT REVIEW—MAY 
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                      CONCERT NIGHT REVIEW (CONTINUED)        

Our Main Act this month was the talented and 
versatile duo, Patrick Evans and Cora Browne 
aka Play it Martha. The talents of Patrick and 
Cora quickly shone through, especially Patrick’s 
superb guitar work and Cora’s powerful vocals 
as they opened with the Glen Phillips song ‘Go’. 
‘Taffy’ written by Cora followed, telling of an 
all round good bloke, itinerant worker and story 
teller. 
 

Patrick and Cora’s talents were, it seems, well-known to some of the Zoom audience 
as requests started coming in through the chat. So the set list was temporarily 
suspended and we were treated to a lovely version of the traditional ‘Black Is The 
Colour Of My True Love’s Hair’ followed by the Mary Black song, ‘The Holy 
Ground’, merging seamlessly into a lovely instrumental break with Patrick on violin 
and Cora accompanying with bodhran. 
 

A song written by Patrick followed called ‘Bushranger Boy’, telling of the infamous 
bushranger Ben Hall’s partner in crime, John Gilbert. Gilbert was reputedly an 
exceedingly bad boy but considered charming by the ladies. Patrick and Cora 
showcased their song writing and musical skills in ‘Still Haven’t Found’, ‘Truck 
Driver’ inspired by the daily commute in traffic, and ‘Two Kinds of People’, which 
analysed people’s quirks and foibles. The latter song, born out of the Darebin 
songwriters group, was one that certainly did not end up on the cutting room floor, as 
many apparently do. 

 

The Leonard Cohen favourite ‘Hallelujah’ followed -
beautifully sung by Cora with the audience quietly joining 
in the choruses. The next song ‘We’re Away’, inspired by 
conversation (or lack of) with Patrick’s neighbor, extolled 
the joys of getting away from it all for the weekend - or 
longer. 
 

 

The concluding upbeat rhythmic song with guitar and bodhran rounded out a 
thoroughly enjoyable hour.  All in all, another highly entertaining performance by two 
talented musicians. 
Thanks to all who once again helped to make the evening a success. 
 

NEXT MONTH:  Garry and Georgia Rose. 
 

  - report by Don Fraser ; photos by Trevor Voake 
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The Dance Page 

 

   Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 1st June 

 

 

 

2nd 3rd 

 

 

4th 

 

VFMC    
Family Bush 

Dance 

 

 

5th 

 

 TSDAV 

Contra 

 

6th 

 

Scottish 

7th 

 

 

 

 

8th 

 

Irish 

9th 

 

Scottish 

10th 

 

English 

11th 

 

Scottish 

12th 

 

 

13th 

 

Scottish 

14th 

 

English 

 

 

15th 

 

Irish  

16th 

 

 

17th 

 

 

18th 

VFMC  
Children’s 

Dance 

Bendigo East 
Hop 

 

19th 

 

Welsh 

20th 

 

Scottish 

21st 
 

 

 

 

22nd 

 

Irish 

23rd 

 

 

24th 

 

English  

25th 

 

26th 

 

Cladddagh 

 

 

27th 

 

Scottish 

28th 

 

English 

 

 

29th 

 

 

30th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st June 

 

Irish 

 

 

2nd 

 

 

3rd 

 

 

4th 

 

VFMC 

Family Bush 
Dance 

Jolly        
Jumbucks 

 

5th 

 

TSDAV  
 

Contra  

6th 

 

Scottish 

7th 

 

 

8th 

 

Irish 

9th 

 

 

10th 

 

English 

11th 

 

Scottish 

Diary dates for June: Please check before going to any of these dances  
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THE DANCE PAGE (continued): 

VFMC Family Dance  East Ringwood Elderly Citizens Hall Laurence Grove, East Ringwood 8-

11pm. Contact Jane: 9762 1389  

VFMC Children’s Dance  East Ringwood Elderly Citizens Hall Laurence Grove, East 
Ringwood 2-3.30pm. Contact Jane: 9762 1389  

Claddagh - Irish set dancing at St George’s Anglican Church, Warncliffe Rd. Ivanhoe. Sunday 
2-5pm Contact Rod 9497 1793 

Irish Wednesday Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle Street, Collingwood 8-10pm. 
Contact Marie 9471 0690 

English Tuesday, dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House, 7 Greenwood Street, 
Burwood 8-10pm. Contact George 9890 5650 

English Friday, dancing at Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills 8-10pm contact 
George 9890 5650 

Welsh Dancing at Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills 2-4.30pm. Contact Ian 
9878 2414. 

TSDAV Sunday, Church of Christ  Hall, 1 T he Avenue, Surrey Hills. 1-4pm. Contact Norm 
Ellis: 9888-5332 

Contra dance Beckett Uniting Church, 72 Highfield Rd. Canterbury 7.45-10.15pm                
Info 0422 932532 

Scottish Monday and Saturday Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke 
Road, Deepdene 8pm  Contact Deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com  

Scottish Thursday Taggerty Hall,  Maroondah Highway at Taggerty, corner of Thornton Rd      
7-9pm. Contact Di Gaylard 5963 3277 or  musicman@virtual.net.au. 

Bendigo East Hop Keck St, Flora Hill. 8pm. Contact secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                                          A FOLKIE JOKE  

How many Irish folk singers does it take to change a light bulb? 

Answer:  Three—one to change the bulb and the other two to sing about how 
good  the old one was. 
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Australian Tradition 10 June 2022 

 

 

 The Station Cook 

‘The Station Cook' is one of nine songs included on the album 'Australian 

Folk Songs', released by the American folk singer Burl Ives following his 

visit to Australia in 1952. This album can quite fairly be said to have 

triggered the Australian folk revival. The 'station' referred to in the song is, of 

course, a sheep station. In the song, the narrator, a shearer, tells us 

sarcastically of the cook's great prowess, serving up a variety of delicious 

dishes. In truth, the shearers have fallen ill, and they blame the cook! This is 

a popular theme in the culture of early colonial Australia. No doubt the most 

iconic of them all is the cook, Old Garth, in the 1975 film 'Sunday Too Far 

Away.'   

The tune for 'The Station Cook' is taken from a Scottish song, 'Musselburgh 

Fair'. Musselburgh is a town in Scotland, only a short distance east of 

Edinburgh. The same tune is used for 'Lachlan Tigers'. 

The song tells us that the cook works at a shearing shed in Fowler's Bay, and 

the song is sometimes also called 'Fowler's Bay.' 'Fowler's Bay' is a coastal 

town in South Australia, located to the west of the Eyre Peninsula, in a bay of 

the same name. The bay was named by Matthew Flinders on 28th January 

1802, after his first lieutenant, Robert Fowler. The town was originally 

named 'Yalata' after Yalata (sheep) Station, that was established there in the 

1860s. Yalata Homestead was built in 1880. The ruins can still be visited 

today.         

  

 

 continued over... 
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THE STATION COOK (continued): 

We are also told in the song that, amongst other things, the cook serves up 

'doughboys'. These are a doughnut precursor, probably of American origin. There 

is a 'Doughboy Island' in Corner Inlet, Victoria (near Wilson's Promontory). I 

imagine the name comes from its small size and round shape. The other food 

items mentioned in the song are plum-duffs, dumplings and pies. Plum-duff is a 

traditional English pudding, an earlier and simpler form of today's plum pudding. 

('Duff' is an early pronunciation of 'dough', from the north of England.) 

The website 'SecondHand Songs' states that 'The Station Cook' was first published 

in the newspaper 'The Australian Star' in 1877. However, according to the online 

research portal Trove this newspaper, which was published in Sydney, began 

publication in 1887. 'SecondHand Songs' also states that the words were submitted 

by P. J. McGovery. It also says that whether he wrote the words, or was simply a 

reader of the newspaper, is not clear. I can find no other reference to P. J. 

McGovery.    

   

        Photo courtesy of  
        National Museum 

 

 

 

 

'The Station Cook' should not be confused with 'Station Cook', a song by John 

Williamson. 

   © Stephen Whiteside 14.05.2022 
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WATTLE DAY—3RD SEPTEMBER, 2022                                                                  

The Club is thinking about running a 
programme for Wattle Day on Saturday 3rd 
September. If members have any particular 
interests they would like to see on the 
programme, send a message to 
enquiries@vfmc.org.au  These may be 
subjects for workshops, or singing or 
playing, instrument how-to’s, dance related, 
or singalongs. Even if you have specialised knowledge and can assist running a 
workshop, that would be great. Hope to hear from you. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

All VFMC members are most welcome to attend the Annual General Meeting 
of the club this year . 

DATE: Sunday 17th July, 2022 

TIME: 2.30 pm 

PLACE: Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
               Laurence Grove, 
  Ringwood East.  
 

Bring along your instruments if you like as there is often an impromptu 
session following the meeting. 
 

Please WEAR MASKS to the meeting if possible. 
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OUR VFMC MEMBERS OUT AND ABOUT 

BELOW: COMHALTAS PLAYING FOR OUR LAST DANCE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

              BELOW: AT OUR LAST MONTHLY DANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      -  Photos by Trevor Voake 
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JOHN SHAW NEILSON— QUIZ 

1) Who was John Shaw Neilson? 2) Where did he live most of his life?  3) Name a 
famous work of his? 4) Name 2 people who have set his poetry to music in a folk style. 
Answers to last quiz:- 
1) Aboriginal Australian musician. 2) ’Took the Children Away’ 3) Stolen Generation 
4) Ruby Hunter 5) National Folk Festival. 
______________________________________________________________________
 

BILLABONG BAND REPORT—JUNE 2022 

We have a number of gigs planned for Regis Blackburn; however they have 
been less than satisfactory with their communications. The May gig was 
cancelled. Currently they are dealing with an outbreak of Covid which is not yet 
under control. Hopefully we can come to a clearer arrangement for the rest of 
the year.                                                                                                         
We’ve been back in contact with Donwood which in pre Covid days was a 
regular booking for us. They were happy to hear from us as they have just 
started having group entertainment. They will contact us next week to discuss 
dates.                                                                                                                
We’ve spoken to Lionsbrae, another of our pre Covid regulars but they are still 
being very cautious (understandably) & are only having single entertainers, not 
groups.                                                                                                                      
We’ve been in contact with Livingstone Gardens in Vermont who are having 
group entertainers. Hopefully they will get back to us in the next week.  

Future gigs:  
 May 6th  Regis Blackburn – Cancelled 

 May 28th  Woolshed Ball 
 June 18th

 Williamstown Highland Games 

 July 1st  Regis Blackburn 

 Aug 20th  Children’s Dance 

 Aug 28th
 Hurstbridge Wattle Day – to be confirmed 

 Sep 23rd  Regis Blackburn 

 Oct 28th
 Maldon Folk Festival 

 Nov 4th  Regis Blackburn 

 Dec 2nd  Regis Blackburn 

 Dec 3rd  Club Christmas Dance 

Maldon Folk Festival, 28th to 31st October 2022:The Billabong Band agreed to 
the Maldon Folk Festival’s invitation for our 2021 application to apply for 
2022, so we are listed among the performers on Maldon performer’s web page. 
We will need to update the spiel at an appropriate time, and keep an eye on 
workshops that we volunteer to present.                        

                                             -  Maree and Trevor  
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Regular Functions at Other Venues  Regular Functions at Other Venues  Regular Functions at Other Venues  Regular Functions at Other Venues  check if oncheck if oncheck if oncheck if on    

 

 

Bendigo Folk Club 

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680 

buzza@bendigo.net.au 

Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each 
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the 
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo 

Bush Dance and Music Club  
of Bendigo Inc 

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third 
Saturday every month, at Holy Trinity 
Church Hall, Keck St, Flora Hill.  Contact 
Mary Smith 5442-1153 or email 
secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au 

 

Berwick and District Folk Club 

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,  
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264 

badfolk@optusnet.com.au 

Featured artist 3rd Friday February to 
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34 
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806 
www.badfolk.org.au 

Boite World Music Cafe 

Therese Virtue 03 9417 1983 
admin@boite.asn.au 

Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1 
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au 

Geelong Folk Music Club 

Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749, 
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty 
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from 
around the country and overseas. Sessions 
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap 
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events 
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30 
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel  Max. 
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.   
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/ 

 

Comhaltas (Collingwood) 

Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of every month, starts 
7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690                    

 

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club 

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403 

Local musicians and concert opportunities. 
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers 

www.musicclub.org 

 

Selby Folk Club 

David Miller, 03 9751 1218 

miller@a1.com.au 

1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby 
Community House Minok Reserve 

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub 

 

Peninsula Folk Club 

First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston 
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street 
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm 
on.  Carparking, great facilities, no stairs. 

peninsulafolkclub.org.au 

Creswick Folk Club 

Second Friday, from 7.30 pm at the 
American Hotel in Creswick; and 

Fourth Friday, from 7.30 pm at the Old 
Station in Creswick. 
Enquiries: Graeme: 03 5334 5551   
www.facebook.com/creswickfolkclub/ 
 

Fireside Fiddlers 

For fiddles plus other string melody 
instruments, such as mandolins. 

Every Monday evening at various 
venues. For further information, contact 
Denise Hibbs:  0402 050 524 

 

Newport Folk Club 

 

Certain Friday nights at  7.30 pm plus other 
evenings, e.g. Tues Blues and Sunday 2 pm 
singalongs etc. 
See website for up-to-date calendar. 
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ContactsContactsContactsContacts    

Secretary 

Jane Bullock 

Telephone:  9762 1389   

Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au 

Session Co-ordinator 

Don Fraser 
Telephone:  0407 737 202 

Email: sessions@vfmc.org.au 

Family/Children’s Bush Dance 

Jane Bullock          
Telephone:  9762 1389 

Email: dance@vfmc.org.au 

Billabong Band Engagements 

Maree Buttler 
Telephone:  9733 0802 

Email: 
billabongband@vfmc.org.au 

 

THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC 
CLUB INCORPORATED 

 

INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB 

Members of the VFMC are entitled to - 

• The monthly Club Newsletter 

• Concessions at Club events 

• Discounts on Club publications 

• Discounts on Club CD’s  

• Affiliation with other organizations 

 

VFMC Postal Address 

P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. 
3135 

VFMC Website 

http://www.vfmc.org.au 


