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FOLK SONG & DANCE BOCIETY DF VICTORIA

AUGUST NEWSTETTER

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

It has been brought to our attention that ocur current llst of
Victorian Folk Clubs is inaccurate, If any member can assist
us in correcting errors in our activities listing we would be
grateful to hsar from them,

T draw the attention of all members to the fact thalt only those
who have peid their current subscilptlion will receive official
correspondence snd newsletters by mell, The cost of postage
limits the amount of maill we can serd out, This was discussed
and decided at the last council meeting,

A big welcome to our new members, snd tne old faces that have
returned. We hope we won't betrsy your raitt in us.

Within the near future we hope to be able to inform you of our
pians for future ‘unctiones, festivals, 2tc., so keep your ears
aper. arount the clubs,

T am happy to inform you that the Tanksrd Folk, the Three Drunken
Maidens and Butler's folk clubs nave all become sffiliated with
the F.5,D.,3.V, Thls meansg that our members now galn admission

to these clubs at reduced prices. If any other clubs or
organizations wish to affiliate we would iove to hear from them.

Membership cards have been printed and wlll be mailed out to
those stil] waiting as soon as pogsible.

To all those interested Iin dancing, Melbourne has two dance
groups who prectice resgularly and are always keen to encourage
new members, The Merry Melbcurne lMorris Men (and Women)
practice at Butler's, 749 Heidelberg Roed, Alphington, on
Wednesday nlights at épm - Tor further Information contact
CILfL 49-2793 or Lynne & Jenny 86-5371 most evenings. Musicians
are also most welcome, The Colonial Dancers meet st the

Niell Street Primary School, Cariton, on Monday nights at 8pm
On the Monday after the first Sunday in tze month they have an
open night where all comers sre welcome tc learm stepping,
spinning and other basic skiils, and for the more experienced
some of the more complicated dances zre taught. Next open
night will be September Lth, the night after the #.5.D.S.V.
dance at the Carlton Commun’*y Centre, Princes St. Carlton.

Miek Crichton
PFresident



THE 2nd SOUTH PACIFIC FESTIVAL OF ARTS

The 2nd South Pacific Festival of Arts held in Rotorua, New
Zealand from March 6th to 13th this year featured more than |
1000 performers from 22 Pacific countries, I was rather ashamdd
to find that I hadn't even heard of some of these romantically
named places, such as Niue, Tokalav and Tuvalu. My only excuse
is that Australia still clings to its outdated 19th century
concept of itself as an outpost of Burope, and our news media
carrﬁ 1ittle news about even our closest Pacific neighbours,
~ The festival was held in attractive surroundings at Rotarusa
Here the island people were hosted by the local Haorls and were
accomodated in the various maraes (meeting houses} leaving the
tourist accommodation for the visiting pakehsas,

After the impressive opening ceremony in the large outdoor
sports ste lium with tradltional Maorli welcoming ceremonies and
brief performances by the different island groups, the program
settled down to its daily crowded routine. There were three
main perfoymance times daily, and each time slot offered a
choice’of some 5 programs., These included lecture rocitals,
concerts, plays, mime, programs of traditional song and dance,
puppoets, films, cte., There werc also continuocus craft cxhib-
itions, with demonstrations, of many of the traditional skills,

The most populaer scrles of programs wcre thogse featuring
tradiftional song and dance, and thoese were arranged so that
cach onc had threce groups appcar inge One group wos from cach
of the threc main typos of Pacific pcoplc; Polynesicn, Melanesian,
and Microneslan, W1ith such varicty, it was often difficult teo
choosc, and even more difficult to make surc of gectting into
the program of onc's choicecs Tho organiscrs had not realised
that the festlival would generatc so much interest outside the
Meori population, and in any case, it is 2lways difficult in
any large f<atival to find enough suitable venues for large
audicences,

However, the programs were so onjoyable thot the hour-leng
walt in gucues werc a minor disadvantage only rcgretted because
the timc could have been spent sccing more of the exhibitions
and other additional festival activitics, to say nothing of the
Interesting tourist attractions of Rotorma. The real moaning
of folk culture bccame much clearcr to me, and it is sad to
realise what industrialization has rcmovcd from our lives,

Somc of the finc programs of song and dancc I attcnded were put
on by islands with total populations of only 2000 or 3000
Eeople, equivalent to tho population of just a few strects in
he averege suburb.

The Australiocn Aborigines were thc most popular group.

Fortunately the moncy to send two Lboriginel and Torrcs Island
groups pad bem allotted before the change of government so
Awstralia was better roprosonted than we dcserved to koo

Despltc the high standard of all the participating groups,
the Aborigines with their different style werc the most popular
with the local pcoplc, and thoir demecnetrations of spear throw-
ing as well as the fine didgerideo playing carned tromcndous
applause at the opening and closing ceremonics. One group was
from the Tiwl peoplc of the Bathurst and Melville Islands, north
of Darwin, Pest known for thd r mimecs, The other group come
from Bamyili, near Katherine, and imeluded threc performers of
real star quality - & superd singer, dancer, and composer,
Djoll Za'wonga; their didgsridoo pleyer, David Blent ji; and
thelr le “ing comentator, danccr and spcar throwor, Djaylama,

After thc South Pacific Feetival, these groups toured New
Zealand and also appeared st the Aukland Festival later in the
monthe Everywhere they wont thoy drew capacity audiences, The
Australia Council is to be highly commended for organlising
this tour,

The Torres Islond group of singers and dcncers were from the
Eostern Islands, mainly Murrcy and Stephon Islands, I was
ple ascd to rccognise somc of the dences and songs that I know
including the one bost know here, "Oh T.I." Tt wes fine to sée
g?etﬁgoié%igal pe§for%g§s goiobviously cnjoying the admiretion
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Vﬁ South Pacific Festival {contde..d)

Seeing the high standard of so many of the groups at this Pacifie
Pest 1val made me realise that in Australian folk circles we are
often too tolerant of very amatourish woys cof doing things. It
is not only in song and dancc that the island pecople are so
impressive - they are remarkably good specakoers, ard In English
toc, which is only their sccond language. When I think of the
number of times I've Imd te listen to Australian folk singors
mumbling inaudibly into micerophoncs, T wender why they ceompare

s badly with the islend performers who exprcsscd themselves so
clearly and lucidly. '

It was good to see that so much of the traditlional culture
had survived in many of the islands already subjcct to cutsidc
influcnee, For oxamplc the Hawalian group proscnted a very
Interesting prcgram of ancient dances with a most scholarly
anmotation from the coumpere. The only island program complcetely
in the modern "western" style was thd from Guam where it socmed
that flrst the Spanish invaders, and later the American, had
completely overwhelmed the indigcneous culture,

With so mony good programs, it hardly secms falr to praise
one above the cther by my personal favorites included the simple
and charming performances from Rotaman and Tokelau, the Solomon
Island dancers ond Pan-pipc players, the very funny mimes and
plays from New Guinea, and the very professionally-presented
programs from Fi jl-Bonaban, Tahiti, the Cock Islands and Hawaili.

The gay, uninhiblted and very humcrous poople of the Pacifle
Islands are particularly adept at setting up cn instant ropport
with thelr audiences, Mcst of the festival audicnce would have
becn happy if it could have lastcd mueh longer than the one
crowded ond exiting wcck. T will be saving up in the hope that
the financlal problems invcolved in finding a venus for the
3rd South Pacific Festival for 1980 will be successfully overcome.

_ Shirley Androws
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Dear Members,

Unfortunately last month s&w the end (temporarily I hoye) of
the Bendlgo Folk Club, It finally closcd down on 31lst July
with an all-night concert, featuring most of the singers,
musiclans ete. who had appeared there in its history.

It did for quite a few months look like becoming an active and
healthy little club, but support dwindled so much that the

orgonizing committce recluctantly decided that it wos not worth
while continuing,

I think thanks are due tc the stalwarts whe got it going and
did an excellent jJjob rumning it, and struggled on against diff-
lcult econditions tcwards the end. I'm sure the organizors
would wish me to thank 0ll the pecple who pdrformed thero and
goave service in cther ways, frec of charge cn many cccasions.,

Perhaps in the not tcc distant future we may sce scme more
activity in the Bendigc area.
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Don't forget the ®-iracrdinary Goncral Meeting of
the F.3.D.5.V, on 31st August at the Tankerville
Arms Hctel, Tankard Room ot 8pm, Let!s see as
mony members as possible there tc make it worth
while. We're nct just in it for ourselvesl '

" Richard I, Lelitch
for the Ccmmittee
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V.F.M.C, WOOLSHED BALL

Saturday, Scptomber 18th at Centrel Hall, 20 Brunswick St. Fitzroy
8pm - 12.30 pm : g
Tickots: $3.00 cach. Bring ycur own grog and SuppoTe
COLONIAYL DRESS

Non-gtop dancing t¢ THE B.RDS supported by V.F.M.C. musicians,
There are some tickets avallable for pcoplc whe aro not V,F.M.C. -
‘membors. Apply to Shirley indrcws (328-2276) cr Jess Dumncdge

at ('4'6-1-"078) . :
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FROM OUR CANEERRL REPORTER

The next dance at tho aAlbert Hall is cn Szturday 28th sugust
ot 8pm. Good music, guod dancing, and a liconccd barl

The July Jance w,s highly successful in splte of the fact that
a few of the reguler musiciasns were doing a splendid job
spreading folk musie elsewhoerc. T was plsascd t¢ hear Scots
tuncs being played for Scottish Jonces, and Jmcricon tuncs
for the Virginia Rcel ete, 4 refroshing change.

Monaro Folk Music Sccicty are having 2 concoert cn 21st iLugust

at 8pm at tho Canborra Playhouse (mext dcor to where the Pestival
Concert was at castor). Cost will be §3.30 for members and

$3.80 fcr non-members. Lppearing will be Glox Hocld (a leng
awaitod and welcome roturn tc folk rusic), Gord n MeIntyre,

Tho Possum Trct School Exhibition, Dennis Tracy, Dennls Kevans,
and others,

ALlex Hoed will bc conducting 8 workshcp on 4sustralien Folk
Masie at the .. N.U. Staff Centre cn 20th Jugust at Bpm,

R.L.I..
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The following folk material 1s available from the F.S5.D.S.V.
through Michacl Crichton (80-2868) or Stove Noethorecte (83-3857)

RECORDS 1=~ 7th Naticnal Fest ival bms.ih.EO Nons «$5.00
Herry Cotter of Binalong M %6 400 i 6.00
Bush Traditicn % éé.OO " 36 490
The Celtie Inheritance " #5.00 " 6,00
BOORS s~ Teke Your Partners - a lanco bock written
by Shirlcy /indrcws %1 450

CLSSETTES ;= Pogeant - 24 songs and words §5.50
sce Mlick Crichton.

* E N FEH T RS

We hope tc start a2 buying and selling secticn
in this part <f the newslettcr.,.,. sc if anycna
has anything they wish tc buy, sell, rent, tcach,

ctctese drop us a line and we'll include it in tho
newslcttor if possiblo,.

LI R R T -

The closing date for all asrticles for ncxt mcnth'!s newsletter

is SEPTEMBER 1llth, soc kecp thosc cards and letters soming in
folks} ILctters te the Editor, Sceinl Comme rt, Dirty Stcrics.
Whatovor you liko.eestc 26 Metung Stroct, Balwyn, or hand %o
Richard "eitch, Keryn Randall, or Michael Crichton Phone 80-2868



STICKY-BEAK (2 new section of news from around the Folk Scene.)

THE MIND BOGLES |

Eric Bogle, the author of the song "The Band Played Waltzing
Matilda™ and others, and a fine singer of traditional Scottish |
folk songs, is doing well in Scotland. He's been singing at
qulite a few of the clubs there and has been invited to take
part in the Inverness Folk Festival. Also, Ian Campbell may

be recording "The Band Played Waltzing Matilda”, which should
promise to be considerably better than the bloody atroclous
Austrelian recordings that have been made of 1t. Ralis L

You Win someeessese

WELCOME: Geoff end Joan Wooff from Brisbane - locks like
Melbourne is in for same good music.,

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES:

To Xim MeDuffy and his new wife.

To Keryn Randall, who got her promotion at long last.
To Lee Clubbs, who passed her nursing exams,’

Its nice to see and hear a new group around tle clubs - best
of luck, HOLLYCAK.

Hear that Gordon McIntyre will be in Melbourne for a week at
the end of this month.

You lose SOMCececses

Sorry to hear that The Last Gasp has gasped itf's last., We'll
miss them.

Stoney has held her last wedding anniversary non-event. Watch
out for her new event - an annual freedom fling.,
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INTER-CLUB SPORTS SERIES

Next svent -~ Softball challenge matches, Sunday 22nd Auvgust at
Roddy Read's, Whitehorse Gully Road, Chewton (near Castlemaine)
A11 welcome - players needed, Contact Butler 49-2793

MUFOLK DANCE
Friday 24th September, Trophy Hall, Beaurepaire Centre, Melb,Uni,

MALDON FESTIVAL o - .
October 30-31, Camping will be available nesr Mt, Tarrengower,
absut 3 miles out of Maldon, There will be a dance on the
Saturday night at the Baringup Hall, admission $2. (the only
event on the programme that will cost you anythingl)

Further information will be available shortly.

V.F.M.C, SINGABOUT

The first Saturday of every month at Carlton Community Centre,
Princes Street, Carlton, 8pm. F.35.D.S5.V. members are welcome,
and admission for them is chaerged st the same reduced rate as
for V.F.M.C. Vembsers.
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"Sticky~-beak" would appreciate hearing all the scraps of nows
that happen cach month, Contact him through Michael Crichton
or Keryn Resndall (80-2868) or Lynne Stone (86-5371).



MEMBERSHTITP

May we remind you that Membherships are now due for the 1976/77
year, #n application form is printed below. Please forward
to The Membershlip Secretary, F.3.D.S.V., P.0.Box 96, Carlton 3053,

F.5.D.8.V,

aPPLICATION FOR MEMBERSEIP

Iy coeecancceercacssersscesannnssy Nercby apply for membership
of the Folk Song and Dance Society of Victoria in the
category of:~

+ORDIN..RY % 5.00
%GROUP ( AFFILILTE) $10 .00
& FAMILY £ 7450
% STUDENT/PENSTONER/INTERSTATE & 3.00
*1L.IFE ¢56 .00

T declare that I am a full-time student/pensioner,
(Cross out if not applicable)

I agree to abide by the Articles of issociation of the Soeiety,
Herewith f.4eeeee.s as full membership payment,
STONED e svine swuve ...................A

BAME e sravion enmmmmmniiessamns s vl s bih 560
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AP os oniiss nasPOSTCODE ;.o o uivsve
Copies of The Articles of Assocliation are available from
the Bocicty for 50 conts,
Pleasc forward to: Thc Memborship Secretary

F.3.D.8.Y,

P.0, Box 96
CARLTON 3053

P,S. Happy birthday to Jess Dunnadge our membership secretary ‘

A SPECTAL THARKS TO LYNNE STONE WHO I DRAGGED OU T OF A SICK BED T0 LOCATE
A TYPEWRITER?, GIVE OF HER TALENTS AND TIME AND WITHUOT WHOM THERE WOULD
NOT HAVE BEEN A NEWSLETTER THIS HMONTH.

Mick Crichton



