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Well, ¢o you wild cather as you read on, Jess ios stidd away -
a postcand 4o one and add was recedlved from up north - she should
be back ocon, they osudid hopefuldly «cceeeeocees

Jedcome new and odu members - we'll start the new year with no
winges - promiose ! (Well noit many anyway)

The "Sheep llustering” has lLeen and gone. The july Sunday Dance
at Cadton, fodlowed by the clul and finally at the Chook Benefit
Dance at llorth {llelbouwrne.,

cess would haved leen quite impressew with the level of sound
at the Sunday Dance and the nrest of us were danced off our feet. At
the Club we had a great night on July 710th with Black Sheep and Banny
Spooner - Danny had a great time and both he and we(?) are looking
foward to his return. The audience thought the Sheep were excellent
even i{f they themselves didn't!

The Benefit Dance was a great success and The Chcok 4s lback on
it's feet again - altho' it's otidl staggering a Uit at the moment!
The Sheep and lloed overcame the prollems of the lousy acouotics éf the
place and played and sang for almooit four hours - oot people had a
great time deospite the limited space & the elastic {floor night down o
the final encore. lluch & many tanks to Steve, Siime, Chris 'n' Chrie
liike & fllichael - we'dl have o have a lenefit for the Sheep soon! By
the way, Af any of you out there want to ook them contact Steve on
419-1086.

ve aloo had an eleven prize Chook raffle (chook included) which
snowballed from Crichton's original Amway's offer (many thanke ilichcel)=
don't worry Randall - they're working on 4. ceeeececccccsscccss

Mot content with those three Little nunbers, parts of the Sheep
under the guise of "Travelling Stock” got lumbered with a last minute
spot at the Rainbow a coupfe of weeks ago which again was a real good
Littdle sessdion of 'dyed in the woold music'.

The Sheep ard Spooner Common Garden Club night, as stated was ex-
cellent, as already stated the fodlowing one on July 24th was not
20 hot - eighteen paying customers in attendance - Well you can't wiR
'em all J suppose - however a good night wes had by those that attended
Duncan & Adison & Seamws idl ostruggled valiantly through.




(3)

liou oeem to be tmying to otuff ihe equivilent of a naticnal
Jestival into a three day weekend. Let me teldl you something: JT
WON'T WORK. Why? You can't olbtain the some friendly atmosphere as the
Naticnal - becawse a lot moze people go to the llaticnal. At the 4th
yeelong Folk Weekend there wao 40 much on, you saw friends or had
a drink for half an hour a day. Adoo every availalde artist or
oo was tied up 4in workshops or concerts. For the numbers of people
a surprising lack of abvious jam sessdions.

Contrany to popular belief sone people 2L wse theirn legs as -
theinr main means of motivation e.g. Me! The well spréad out pattern
of venues was a pain in the arse (excuee me) It was particularly
diffucult in the moaningé& a night wondering fust where J'd sdeep.

There were some kind hearted {fodkies around though, about the only
decent thing that happened as {far as Geelong Lodkiens ‘were conce ned.

Some {folkies seem to labour under the misapprehensdion that
Lolkies aren't interested in socialisding oxr even drinking. Lack of lar
Jacilities wao otupid, there's one social lubricant J wouldn't do
with ut - and had to stwggle to get. Remember your organised activities
should be a compromise between catering to the folkies whims and some
character or speciality of the festival - to make it individual if it
becomes opecialised (as in your case) boredom for moot of the people
noost of the time.

Initially the letter in the programme {ro. the festival co-oadinator
nad: me daug' - it'e such a narwow minded point of vein - trying to
cover up the @uerorganisation, the lack of grog, the two many
activities by stating that the festival wao for serious Folk people.
What a load of balderdash - he might as well invite over professionals
of celtic history. The very essence of fodk music 4o social iRtercourse
oll the dance music the songe etc. came madinly fro.. sociad happenings
and what didn't was tied up with opiritual events, tragdies oxr love
nuoic, dance nd song are basic inetinctive feelings not narks on a
bit of paper.

Sean Doyle

7.5. See you in llewcastle in '82

And now, from Gail llicholson, dDUjeeeeseo

The Albury Folk Festival has alsc been and g ne. The nain
venue, the old Cwotoms House, sudted its purpose adniralidy - veuy
run down but carm cnd cosy any way, as were adl tivee whe ere there.
The recepiion Faiday night wos a typical <ession of dwunken debcuchery
and walking in sober as J did was rather iloriific. Good acconnodatdio:.
‘n the fowr of ¢ marquaes cnd for ithe inore z2rneigeldc, tents, was

availible on site, as wis {food cnd grog. The Saturday arvo concert
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Ull August 7th we have John llciusdan, &xic rdy & Eugene I'I‘Ze,e,gumq
at least and on 21st we have Shirley Power, Adan Currie and Trevor
Pickles from Geelong together with Annie & Philippa. Dark mutteringo
have leen forthcoming about possilile alternate venues for the club -
if any of you know of a {friendly local venue - preferalbdy a pulb with
a room & a separate (distant) bar let john Shorter (439-8345) or any
commiittee know.

The High Lcvel Ranters opened up their Australian tour with a
concert at the Universal Theatre - a welcome return with a changed
Line up which did nothing to detract {from their music, repartee (you
can't keep a good Handle down) & entertainment albitity. The new
nembers Jim Hall (on pipes) & Peter Woods (quitar & concertina)
Lit in wedl with the old Ranters otyle even tho' one of them 4o from
Lancashire. The following night there was a monster sessdion at the
Rainbow which ended up at 1.30 in the moaning with Johnny Handle
recitating on top of the pool table (no, not under it!) They then
headed off to Holart, Albury, Bathuroi, Sydney, Mewcasile, Canlerra
& Alice Springe. Saturday afierncon they reappeared at the Dan O'Connell
if you weren't there you missed out. If you don't already know
the Ranters dance is Thursday at Hawthorn Town Hall from 8 p.m. o
7 awm. Five hours non-stop dancing for $7.50 - b.y.o0. grog & supper.

And don't forget The Common Gorden on Friday night too. IJf
you're coming or going come down to the Rainbow tirnot - Mark 4o
preparing a Farewell (for him) Feaot all profits of which will go to
FodeDedalla

Now a couple of reports on Festivals past or passed - next
month we should have some info on {forthcoming Festivale - Wagga,
(Laire, Toodyay and the opening of the Udictorian season, llaldon. UWho
said Hamilton's CR0004NG cecesescecsecs?

Firstly another one on Geelong {rom Sean Doyle:

Dear Geelong Folk Club,

Two months aco J attended you 4th jeelong Folk Feostival. J
thought the organisation, vemues and food were of good standard. UWhat
few of the workshops J attended J found really excellant, dbut J felt
a nunber of criticioms should be made. (a) There were too_many

ornganised Folk activities (up to 3 mutually excluoive venues )

() For poor pedesirians like me, terrilile accommodation and
veruies,

(c) No bar (Folkies without 3r0g?)

(d) The welcoming letter in the programme by the festival
co-ordinator (whom I won't mention here) was delibrately covering

up the above pointa.
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was wdsappointing, but the kids left back at the Cuotoms Howse for
a wozkshop had a ball getting into making wooden yo-yo's (eat your
heart out coca coda) and hodding a mini concert of their own. Thank
God (or dodewcath) for kids workshops. Speaking of dodeworth (and God)
for those how have hegrd wmowrs that they are one and the same, it
dust could be tue - the rain held off all weekend! The Saturday
night dance, with the Dinky Di Band plus etc's was excellant. It was
held at the civic centre, which lLoasts a good dance floor, plenty of
zoom, and great bar sewice (in between joke telling by the bar staff)
Cvery one then adjourned back to the Customs House for ¢ long nite of
ces-cecscscess. (Who were those eople ouwriounding tents at 7.00 a.m.
Sunday for a rousding chowuws of 'J Like to Rise' - they might have
but those asdeep didn't) The highlight of the weekend was the choaws
(chaos?) cup, held at the lindera Pub just outside Albury. Five
teams entered and brilbery of the judges (3 of whom were Lrom lledll.)
wae loth expected and appreciated, liedl however offered the lesit
bribe "if Medb. wines Hugh llcCwin widl shout the lbar" - how could we
Lose. 'G'noams Gnomeo and the necrophyliac nymphets' ally led Iy
G'noxm, Woody, Hugh and Tom Reed {fro0.i Adelaide, soundly defeated
all competition and were declared winners - the chouws cup is now
0dtting at the Rainbow. Posoildy llledl won lbecowse we used threats
rather than bribery, and siole the grog from the judgeo tables, who
knows? However, the whole day was a great success, and for those
who were wondering 'did ttugh shout the bar' don't faint but yes he did
two bottles of scotch poured into a jug were pasdsed around ithe pw
ALL cledit to the organizers for an excellent weekend.

That's all for now fodks, all articles, reports, comments

gratefully recedved, pretty please.
Haste ye lack, Jess.

ped. AL included items are not necessarily recogniced by committee.




