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.J’Here we are again, Folks: Here we are LATE AGAIN! W e 1 1 , w e  had to ' 

do quite a b i t  of legwork and phonework to find out i f  we were going 
t o  be able  t o  afford a news le t  e r  a t  a l l  this  month.  We have found a 

_printer  whose prices seem to  be pret ty  reasonable - a l i t t l e  more than' 
twice what we have been paying whereas m o s t  of the others approached 

" w e r e  three time or more what we have been  paying. We may have to  run 
special functions t o  finance the N e w s l e t t e r  - even wi th  the higher mem-'  
bership c o s t s .  Renewal forms enclosed as promised, wi th  t h i s  one .  

Firs t  I have t o  print a retract ion!  Y e s ,  f o lks ,  even I am f a l l i b l e  - 
or my memory i s . -  This correction has been requested by one Victorian 
and one South Australian.  

' I n  my comments on the Poe t s '  Dinner in  Canberra I referred to i t  as 
the brainchild of Rob Charlton. The "child"was conceived Joint ly  by 

1 Jim Smith and Sean Doyle over a few quiet drinks and possibly a meal, 
delivered by Gerry McEwan t o  Rob Charlton who fostered and nurtured i t  
t o  maturity,  and presented i t  t o  the folk world a t  the 1983 National ' 
Fest ival  in Adelaide. I t s  debut was threatened with abortion, even _ 
unto the las t  minute, from which fate i t  was saved by the ins is tence  of 
Kei th  McKenry, who had brought his dinner su i t  a l l  the way from the 
National Capital and was determined t o  wear i t  (we l l  t h a t ' s  the story 
I was to ld) .  My apolOgies to Jim and Sean - I 22$ been told and had 
forgotten in  the intervening time. 

The next meet  important - maybe Egg most  important thing - t o  t e l l  you-  
a lh  i s  that a f ter  the open meeting on 5 th  May on the 1986 Fest iva l ,  a 
further  meet ing of the F . S . D . S . V .  Committee was held and three people 
w e r e _ c n o s e n  as Co-Directors and several others who had offered their 
assistance in spec ia l i s t  areas were a l so  accepted as forming the core 
of the Festival Organising Group. ' 

The pos i t ions ,  and the areas of responsibil ity,  along wi th  the names 
of the peOple chosen, are s e t  out below. 

FESTIVAL DIRECTOR 
‘ F o S e D - S Q V ’ O  (Denis Merle, LIAISON " 

PRODUCTION DIRECTOR ‘ ADMIN. DIRECTOR 
(John McAuslan) (Liz.  Johnston) 

Commercial 

Publicity 
Marketing 
P . R .  

Technical Production . Admin. Services . 

‘ 1  | ' I ‘ l * I Catering Sound V ‘ Artiste Contact Secretarial l p I 

Lighting ‘ Auditioning Budgeting * Agzzmtzg;tion 

' ' o axmin Treasury" . 

Recording Pr gr n g Fund—raising Construction 
Legal * Supply 
Manpower Transport 
Venue Liaison * Security 
Registration Communications 

Childcare 
Artiste Services  

* .  These positions are presently f i l led by the people 
who, having the required expertise,  made their of -  
fers at  the meeting or within a few days following. 



2 .  

Denis Merle - Festival DirectOr, 5h Patterson R d . ,  MOORABBIN, 318  
. (557 7M9 AH) 

Jo5n McAuslan - Production Director,  37 S t e e l  S t r e e t ,  MOONEE PONDS, 
3039 (370 86117 AH) 

Liz .  Johnston - Administrative Direc tor ,  63  Carlisle C r e s . ,  OAKLEIGH, 
, 3 1 6 6  (568 7958 Home) 
Garry Clarke - Treasurer/Bookkeeper, 1 2 5  Cowper Street ,  FOOTSCRAY, 

3011 (68 550a AM) 
John 0 ‘ L e a r y . ~  Venue Lia i son ,  1 Whalley S t r e e t ,  NORTHCOTE, 3070 

* (h81 7268 AH) ‘” 

' Karyn Randall-Archer - Secretarial, 130  Hi l l  Road, NORTH BALWYN, 310k 
A . (859 3133 AH) 
‘ J o h n  Dick - Legal, 3 Newry S t r e e t ,  CARLTON, 3053 

Graham W i t t  - F .  s .  D .  s .  v .  Liaison, h Vine S t r e e t ,  ELTHAM, 3095 
$662 2 3 1 1 ,  E x t .  272 EH) 
h39 3851  AR Answering service 

' if/when unavailable) 
Now you a l l  know who t o  contact  to  o f fer  a s s i s t a n c e  for  the Fes t iva l .  

. a t  any time from now until  Easter  1 9 8 6 .  Some people have already 
made offers  to  a s s i s t  in specific areas,  and this  time no offers w i l l  
be neglected,  because they are being fed  into  a Magic Monster (Compu- 
t e r )  who w i l l  not forget,  when the pressure i s  on. 

I t  i s  already apparent that some people f e e l  that  this choosing of the 
care/nucleus of  the Festival  Organisat ion Group was not  done in a way 
of which they approved. To those people, I would like to  say t h a t , ‘  
on the present Committee are people who are we l l  aware and apprecia- 
tive of the ab i l i t i e s  and expert ise  of the ones who were passed o v e r . ‘  
C . V . ' s  wauld have been called for ,  had the people concerned not been 

' known to be able and experienced in the area. The Committee do not 
f ee l  that they owe explanations for  their  choice ,  but free gratis I 
wil l  give one - i t  was f e l t  that  the people passed over were known to 
have equal knowledge and expertise in other areas,  which werv Judged 
to be no t  s o  we l l  covered, but in themselves would ca l l  for  a great 
deal of demanding work and organisation, and i t  was hoped that we c o u l d -  
count on their assistance to  cover these areas. I t  w i l l  be a sad 

‘ thing fer the Festival  Organisation Group i f  this i s  n o t  the case .  
I can a l s o  t e l l  you that i t ' b o k  many hours of debate t o  reach the dew 
cisions that  were reached - of course i t  would have been simpler and 
:2 much easier to accept al l  offers and l e t  them sort  i t  out for them- 
s e l v e s ;  or draw names from a h a t , b u t  i t  would have been disastrous 
for the 1986 Fest ival ,  even i f  less trying on the nerves of the Commit- 
t e e .  

Cepies of the Minutes for  the Open Meeting are available, but s ince 
even i n  reduced printing they would take up m o s t  of the N e w s l e t t e r ,  I 

" decided against  publishing them. I f  you have a c c e s s  t o  a photo-copier ,  
you can  make your own copies .  

The same problem has arisen wi th  the notes of the Dance Workshops in 
Canberra. Pe ter  E l l i s ,  Lance Green and T . S . D . A . V .  were a l l  agreeable 
for me t o  publish them in the N e w s l e t t e r ,  but space precludes that  
idea. A l l  t h e r n t e s ,  instruct ions  e t c .  for P e t e r ' s  WorkshOp w i l l  be 
included in  h i s  book on Dance which i s  hoped t o  be available soon,  a n d ‘  
since that means i t  would be copyrighted, I a l so  f e l t  reluctant t o  p u t '  
i t  i n . _  You can a l l  buy the book, or persuade someone e l se  to buy i t  _ 
for you. -Sorrm people! Right now, the E d i t o r ' s  lot  i s  a frustrating 
one - i t  had better improve, and quick.  
I think there w i l l  be a Pres ident 's  report by the time this goes for  

v p r i n t i n g .  I t  was supposed t o  be here l a s t  week.  Oh w e l l ,  some fo lks  
w i l l  go on holidays, leaving the r e s t  of  us poor slaves behind. 



The Annual. General  Meet ing  of the S o c i e t y  has been s e t  for  Tuesday, 
11th September. ' V~1ue yet  t o  be confirmed. Our recent meetings 
have been "moveable feasts"  - REALLY. Dates have been irregular. 
c l o S e r  t o g e t h e r  r a t h e r  than f u r t h e r  a p a r t ,  and the m e e t i n g s  have been 

' held in the homes of  Committee Members.  This has n o t  been from our 
choice but because the Carlton Community Centre has not  been particu— 
larly su i table  for meetings because of the noise f a c t o r ,  and we have 

‘not got  a handy room a t  the Jika any more.  Hopefully we can get  a 
s t ead ier  arrangement going again soon.  

, Incidentally,  we s t i l l  have two vacancies on the Committee ,  mentioned 
'some time ago, but no-one has come forward to  vo lunteer  e i t h e r  them- 
se lves  or nominate someone e l s e .  Think about i t  people - you could 
try i t  for  a couple of months a t  l e a s t .  

We a l s o  need a new delegate t o  A . F . T .  A S  SOON AS POSSIBLE. The Com- 
m i t t e e  regre t fu l ly  r e c e i v e d  Sue U a r r i a g e ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n  from the p o s i -  
tion a t  our l a s t  meet ing ,  and our other  de l ega te ,  John Ramshaw has in -  
d i c a t e d  t h a t  he i s  w i l l ing  to  carry on beyond his two-year term, but 
only unti l  the end of the year. John has worked his  guts out to  put 
i t  vulgarly,over the past two years,  in  h i s  capacity  of  Secretary of 
A . F . T .  a t  a time when A . F . T .  has jus t  begun t o  make a real impact a s >  
a National  body, and i s  only prepared t o  go on the few months lonner 
because of  h i s  c lose  involvement w i t h  the coming Folk- Lore Conference.  
(See page ( ? )  in this i s s u e . )  
A b o u t  a quarter o f  our membersh ip  were  n o t i f i e d  of the Music  B o a r d ' s  
M e e t i n g  i n  Melbourne on Sunday - t h a t  w a s  how Far dowu the l i s t s  we 
were  ab le  t o  ge t  in the time avai lable .  I s h o u l d n ' t  say "we" - a l l  

, I did was ge t  the l i s t s  to  J o h n ' s  s o  that  he could print o f f  the l e t —  
ters. I t  was m u s t  gratifying to  see t h a t  there were about twenty of 
our members present - e v e n  wi th  such shor t  n o t i c e .  Thanks t o  a l l  of 
you who did g i v e - u p  your Sunday a f t ernoon  t o  a t t e n d .  The meet ing  was 
as could have been expected somewhat inconclusive, but a s  was pointed 
o u t ,  i t  was a s tart  toward I b e t t e r  understanding of the needs of the 
various musical ly-o  riented groups. A s  was a1.so p o i n t e d  out ,  the whole 
idea of such a meeting was a new approach. Now a l l  we have t o  do  i s  
f o l l o w  i t  up by personally lobbying everyone From the P .  M .  down through 
t o  our own local/civic leve l .  Try putt ing in the two hours per month 
for  f o l k '  ' t h a t  way s ince  there haw been m i g h t y  f e w  takers any other  way. 
I should say  t h a t  e i t h e r  personal l e t t e r s  or p e t i t i o n s  would be su i table ,  
they a l l  come down t o  people who want "Folk" t o  g e t  a b ineer  s l i c e  of 
the funding cake. Actually the attendance a t  the meet ing was very 

. gratifying in i t s  variety - none of you n e = d  t o  be told of the variety 
with in  the folk world ,  but there was no marked d i v i s i o n  between "folk" 
and "c las s i c  ar t s"  wi th  no others represented .  There were people w i t h  
i n t e r e s t  in choral mus ic ,  people w i t h  i n t e r e s t  i n  Renaissance dance,  ' 
music and costume,  people with  i n t e r e s t  in a l l  sorts  of music in f a c t .  
By the Way,  our twenty members,  who be tween  them represented several 
areas o f  " f o l k " ,  comprised a lmost  half the a t t e n d a n c e ,  s o  the Music 
Board members were made aware of considerable support f o r  other than 
the "classic arts".  Personally I ' d  like t o  be ab le  t o  a f ford  the 
"c las s i c  a r t s "  a s  w e l l ,  occas iona l ly .  

Please fo lk ,  give some thought t o  the vacancies  on the Committee  and 
the  A . F . T .  There must  be someone out there w h o ' d  be i n t e r e s t e d ,  and 
someone out there must know who. Please make a s p e c i f i c  of fer  - ring 
me or  w r i t e  t o  me ( o r  anyone e l s e  on the Committee  - or even  the S o c i e t y  
a t  P .  0 .  Box 96 Carl ton) .  A verbal o f f e r  a t  the Folk Club or Sunday 
Dance i s  eas i ly  overlooked - i t  i s  n o t  necessari ly  a case of being ig-  
nored - s o  make i t  SPECIFIC and DEFINITE. WE NEED Y O U : : ! : : : !  
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These wandering "folkies"! ‘ A lo t  of you wi l l  remember Jill and 
Bruce NatSon, and that we had a le t ter  from them some.t ime ago - 

1 w e l l  here they are again. ' The old "Chock” ge t s  around - sort  of  
stays in the fa.n11y just the same, S o  I suopose i t s  the family that 
get-s around, real ly .  * - _ , ' 

. Deer  Je s s ,  - 
' - u'e've just been s e n t n  .; cOpy of the May newsletter through 
. the kind 9.9onCy of  Lucy Stoekd.ale, 9nd heve been ins hired t o  co:nmun— 
ico.te  sozne of our doings over here,  before  t o  f i n a l l y  return t o  the 
f o l d  in o e s t tor .  You |£ere good enough print the 19.st let ter  we 
sent about the folk scene in Princeton 9nd 9re1,  so  this time I'll  
just rel9te  "wh9.t we did in our summer ho-lid9ys" insofar as it  relates 

~to folky-tvne concerns. 

V ' -  . e  ventured north in our enourmous Yank 19m (cum Sleepmobile) 
-‘,c9Illed. Bob - named after  every second m9le vre know (9.nd they have the 
‘ j g a u l  t o  think all nustr9119n men 9.re named B r u . c e . ) .  J e  covered 

about 7 ,000  miles in a trip which included New England 9nd much of  
Canada east of Toronto. We found the music of Cenedn particularly 
'interesting because it  i s  very different from any American folk music.. 

, In Quebec Province we were keen t o  hear some of the f idd le  
”music of the Gaspé peninsula - an area of French—sneaking fishing 

'v i l l ages  - because i t  has heavily influenced the music played f o r  
contra dances in the north eastern States.  I t  i s  very lively music, 

- ,  which conveys 9n almost childlike joy which i s  extremely apnealing. 
Unfortunately, every time we asked where such music could be heard 
‘we were d irec ted  t o  what they thought was ' 1 9  f o l k '  or '19 musique 
folklorique' which always turned out t o  be semi-commercial, basterd- 
i s e d  country-folk-rock (sung in French).  I fot  nuite wh9.t we were . 
9 f t e r .  fe- eVentuelly found- out that the tr9dition9111rench Canadian 
fiddling is not done there much anymore. It  i s  n19yed mostly on ‘ 
long winter nights in fishing huts by old men - i t  seems t o  be 

‘dying out, except,  ironically, south of the border. There may be 
hepe ,  however, as  one group, 'Eritage' seems t o  be doing for Québecois 
music whet Planxty and the Bothy Band dicZ for  Irish, and Stivell 
d i d  f or  Breton music.  

- -3ut the story was very different in Nova Scotia.  Gene 
Breton Island ( " I t ' s  not the end of the e9.rth, but you cen see  it 
from there" t h e y s  9 y ) ,  i s  one of those ce l t ic  extremities l ike the 

~Hebrides ,  Brittany, or the west of Ireland which has managed t o  
keep i t s  folk tradition alive in such 9 strong way that there i s  no 
n e e d  f o r  9. reviv9.1, as  there i s  in Quebec. Micheel  O Domhneill 
(ex-Bothy Band) t o ld  us that he felt  that the tradition was stronger 
here as part of day t o  day l i f e  (not a revived culture) than 
anywhere e lse  in the ce l t i c  world. Quite a surprise, as many neoole  
don't even i ea l i se  thet there i s  9 celt ic  outpost on this s i d e  of 
the Atlantic .  0 Domhn9.ill was travelling there with Johnny Cunningh9.m 
(ex-Silly Wizard)  at th.e same time as us.  _ 

Hove Scot i9  (the n9.me means "New Scot11nd”) was sett led 
hundreds of y e a r s r  go by the Scots,  a s  well as  9. f ew French ("Acedians", 
related., through a comnliceted series of historical events, to the 
Cajun p e o a l e  of Louisis.na), and hes been extremely i so l9 ted ,  by 

, ist9nce 9nd 9 hersh climate, so has not been invn.dcd by lluronee n or 
'nmerioan coSmooolite nism. 

. . ' . v . / 5  
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- , Although the music is very Scottish in flavour - With 

Strathsbeys and Schottishes being very pepular — i t  i s  distinguished 
f rom contemporary Scott ish folk music by the almost total absence 
of the piano accordian (hooray!) - the f i d d l e  and niano predominate, 
w i t h - t h e  standard 'band'  consisting of piano, f idd le  and guitar. 

a -One  concert we went t o  at  Mabou was indicative of how alive 
the  tradition i s .  People of al l  ages fi l led the old fire house, 
and by the end of the evening a large portinn of them had got up 

. and played a f ew  numbers. Most of those who d i d n ' t  nlay were fine 
‘ s tqp  dancers . ‘  Cape Breton s tep dancing i s  unique - what i t s  origins 
were  no-one could te l l  u s .  I t  has some elements of Irish and 
Highland dancing, but with a strong dose of American clogging, 

‘_ without i ts  flambqnoe. Arms and upper body are quite relaxed, 
while the f o o t  work consists of strong rhythmic tapping, rocking and 
skipping steps.  ' 

' n . Another night at a local club in-Sydney (yes,  Sydney, Nova 
S c o t i a )  we Were t rea ted t o  more great music,  square dances which were 

' , ' n o t  called (but everyone knew the s t eps ) ,  and more step dancing. 
We were a l so . s t ruck  there by the unlikely cultural mixes in this 
place.  Amongst the  best Cape f idd le rs  there are a couple 0f the  . 
local Mic Mac Indians, and peOple with names such as 'Scotty' Le Blends 
We were also impressed by the fac t  that children and teenagers can 
not only play and s tep dance, but love t o .  

I think I ' d  better end up on this Optimistic-note.  Before 
returning home we plan t o  travel through t h e ' d e e p  south and we 

‘hope  t o  come across some southern and Cajun music and dancing. 
S e e - y o u - a l l  soon, 

Bruce and Jill Watson. 
(. 

Had a l e t t e r  from another "wandering folkie" - Pe te r  Zegenhagen, w h o  is 
now in Englend a f t e r  tripping round India for  a few months,  deciding the 
places he wants to  go back t o  - next time. . H e  expects to  be home here 
in  "Good ' 0 1  Auss ie"  by Christmas — of course there is an a t t r ac t i on  
br inging him back. 

Further on the "wandering folkie" theme - does anyone know the present 
whereabouts of Susan Little? Last address I have was 50 Otire Avenue 
(which should  have been Road according t o  Melways),  North Caulfield.  , 
D . L . O .  have returned le t te rs  and Newsle t te rs  a f t e r  trying both  50 and 5.  
Can anyone help? ' 
Weste rn  Aust ra l ia  - Nat ional  Fes t ive l  venue f o r  1985 i s  the campus of 
the University 3? Western Australia,  on the Swan river. Al l  venues 
within  walking d is tance  of each o the r .  Limited camping on the campus,  
a l so  w i t h i n  walking d i s t ance  of venues.  Fringe ac t iv i t i e s  before and 
a f t e r  the Festival .  

Programme is now being compiled and the organisers promise that  ell  
Folk C lubs ,  Federat ions  and related organisa t ions  w i l l  be kept i n f o r m e d .  
of a l l  developments. 

Con tac t s : ,  Publicity - Iris Jones , Programming - Bob Rummery 
2 Orangedsle Rd.  - Pet r Woodward 
LESMURDIE, 6076 Trea'uror e 

oe/- P .0 .  Box 198, NORTH punrn ,  6006 
for  a l l  of them ' 

I t  would be a nice holiday folks! Of course w e ' d  want more than Jus t  
. the  Festival 5th-8th April ,  1985. - 
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BEYOND THE STEPS 

MULTICULTURAL MUSIC AND DANCE 

w i t h  

SHENANIGANS 

W o r k s h o p s  e v e r y  s e c o n d  F r i d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h  
e x p l o r i n g  t h e  elements o f  each d a n c e  

c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e d  g r o u p  a c t i v i t y  

"Experience the  whole dance" 

7 — 1 1  PM‘ 

A ROSINA HALL 
ABBOTSFORD CAMPUS OF THE IECD 

S T .  HELIERS ST 
ABBOTSFORD 

FRIDAY Tu g\/ 1071.]. 

FRIDAY :4 u a  . 19,-,” 
Next w o r k s h o p s :  

$ 5 ,  $ 3  ( c o n t ) ,  $1 ( c h i l d r e n ) .  $ 8  ( f a m i l y )  

Enquir i e s  phone Shenanigans : 859 3846 
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If I can do i t ,  there wi l l  be something about the Folk-Lore Conferenc 
in every issue from now unt i l  i t  happens. 

A lo t  of work i s  being put into arranging this function, and we want i t  
j t o  be the success i t  deserves to  be .  
TIT IS IMPORTANT - not only that I expect i t  w i l l  a lso be extremely i n t e - '  

PLEASE KEEP 7,575 042' FREE resting. 

NATIONAL 
FOLKLORE 

. CONFERENCE 
The inaugural 'National Folklore Conference'. initiated by 
the Australian Folk Trust Inc, will be held on the 24th-25th 
November,1984. in Melbourne. 

The programme for the Conference will be based around the 
role and importance of our Australian folk traditions In a multi- 
cultural society. As part of this theme, there will be an'address 
by Hon. Barry Cohen M.P., The Minister for Home Affairs and 
Environment. In addition, selected topics for discussion include 
the preservation of Australian folklore and the collection of 

V childrens’ folklore. 

Anyone wanting further information on the Conference or 
registration forms, which will be available late May. should 
write to: 

.. National Folklore Conference. 
PO. Box 128. 
Brunswick East, Vic. 3057 

On this note - "as the sun sinks behind the . . . . . . . . .  e t c . ,  l e t  us say 
farewell  t o . . . . "  this partiCular bumpy, grumpy, late issue.  
See ya later,  f o l k s i ,  OVER TO YOU, JOHN S .  



.euo one and All, . 9-- 

Sorry about missing out on the last Newsletter - I'm sure you're 
not - but it got ahead of me. Congratulations must go to the Monaro 
Folk Musicociety, and in particular C.G.P. for the National - one of 
the best in recent years according to many present, self included. Did 
n't think much of the Chorous Cup judgement tho'but then I suppose if 
it wasn't for us then the'Bogside Rattlers'wouldn’t have won. If I can 
find a copy of the words of Melbourne's orginal song I'd like to print 
_it in the next Newsletter if there's room. 1 

‘There were about 40 Folk over from the West - what are the chances 
' of us organising ourselves over to Perth next Easter? Charter a plane 
maybe? A bus? (Arghl). Well, we'd better get our digits extracted and 
put_some money down soon..... 

Not 40 but4 made it up to Mount Isa, after paddling in Lake Eyre 
-and Closing the Birdsville Pub half an hour earlier than is their usual 
wont. There may be a report on the festival from other sources in the 
near future (anything from Newcastle?) but a good thyme was had by all. 
‘Excellent workshops from the "Southerners" - Danny Spooner' s on mining, 
"A Hope for Better Things" and Keith McKenry's "Bugger the Music, Give 

'. us a Poem" which ended in "MacArthur's Fart" in five-part harmony! 
Talking of which, I have incriminating .evidence of said cunning linguist 

. singing shanties on stage in more than five-part harmony.....Pau1 
rStewart and Phil Beck's "Boozing, Bloodywell Boozing" workshop was just 
that, their audio-visual aids, Jack and Johnnie Mack, were stunned..... 
Bloodwood and Ted Egan were great as was a host of local "talent" - who 

.mentioned the 'Cataclysmic Spasm Band' .....? Mike and Michelle Jackson 
did a sterling job — they're touring Victoria in third term so we will 

get to see them at the Club. Congratulations to everyone up there for a 
great festival. Up the Isa! Next years‘Top Half' will be in Alice.... 

Congra_tulations are also in order, albeit belatedly on account of 
missing out last month, to Sue Harriage and the Manager and Staff of 
the Celtic Club for the very successful Anzac Day McMahon/Pure Drop 
Concert (see over or elsewhere). And again to Sue, and Randy and Seamus 
for the Andy Irvine Concert at The Dan in early May - the man was magic 

. r e v e n t h o ?  he had the ra-ging flu. Thanks also to Jan and Louis for great 
V support and to Johnnie Ross for the sound and recording. 

I would have also made mention in the last one about the open 
meeting to discuss '86 - a big thank—you to all of you who came and 
gave Or offered support and ideas, and to Graham Witt for Controlling (?) 
the proceedings. As you all probably know by now, Lis Johnston, John 
McAuslan and Dennis Merlo were subsequently appointed F.O.G. co-ordin- 
ators by your (somewhat depleted) Committee - a somewhat unsubtle hint 
there_about the need for bodies right nown not to mention 2 years hence} 

There was some discussion at that meeting about whether or not 
the '86 National should be held in Melbourne itself or elsewhere in 

_.Victorialand the feeling of the meeting was that it should be held in 
- Melbourne- Therefore several interested members of the Committe, past an 
and present, went out to La Trobe in May and talked to Frank Deans, the 
Union Manager, who was also involved in the last Melbourne National,h1 
1979. The outcome of this get-together was-a very positive response 

_ frOm Frank on behalf of La Trobe and from their point of view it's all 
-3ystems go - including a Bar! 

V ' V N e a r e r  home and more recently, The Melbourne Folk Club at The 
Racecourse is going quite well, thank—you very much — it seems that 

fiit's a long way from Carlton and Fitzroy but not the rest of the world. 
"Thanks to Gordon McIntyre for playing and being there and to everyone 
else who has been on in the past two months especially Matt Noble, 

-Roger King and Therese Virtue and Keitho Lawrie who refused to take 
payment the night they were on (25th May) when we discovered that some 

~bastard/ess knocked off the first $100 note we got through the door. 
Again a symptom of the lack of enough bodies to do the job now, let 



10‘. 

alone in two years time. Additions to your activity sheet as to who' 
'on at the Racecourse in July are confirmation that Dr Foster' 5 are 
definite starters for 27th and on 20th, Graham Dodsworth, together with 
Ken McMaster, Keryn Randall-Archer and Ruth Cotterell. 

Apart from the Pure Drop bit below there's an article from the 
','Herald' of Friday 15th June and an envelope we received from an‘ , 

innocent bystander (who incidently isn't as old and aged as the major-I5. 
1 ' .  -ity of us) - maybe there's hope yet......? 

_ Socially, I've recently received letters _from Paul White in 
England and Chris and Vida in Katherine - if anyOne wants any address 

.I've got them. And a phone call from Dee and Maurie _(no, not me) to 
_Butterfly from Hants. To my knowledge, there.’ 5 been no births and/or 
marriages reCently, so, 

That' 3 All Folk, . . 

" .Shorter J. C. 

The Pure Drop, 
53 Rhonda Avenue. 

. lillotton.‘ IA 6155. 
1'01: ‘51 8636 
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r - f R e p r i n t e d  from 'ToaCrier"Vol .  

” 5  Pm me WTPS CEOLTOIRI 3 1 m  ( C .  Cofi  ) 
(Mine. of  Irish. musicians)- 

amen-n".nutII-nous-enonenenannonnnnen 
: '11-:m 
gear: & Seamus McMahon. Summerhill, Ennis 
: 11:1. 1000 approved by Dept of Foreign Affairs 
gowards your participation in the 18th National 
folk Feet,canberra — Sec. Cultural relations 
fem. letter to follow. 
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'lhis telegram set. i n  motion one o f  the real success stories 
in the history of  W. A.  folk. 
Last Aug” C .  C .  E .  Perth Sec,  Trish Cahill, spoke to the 
Nat. Organisers and told‘them that getting Sean 5 Seamus to 
Australia was a possibility. Mike Fogarty in Canberra saw 
it  as more than a pos ability and approached. the Irish 

Julbassador. The above telegram i s  the result o f  that 
discussion. ‘ 

’I'C.C.E. received invaluable assistance iron: the A._F.T. and 
the Music Board of  the Australia Council, by way of  a grant 

_which enabled us 'to have the brothers in ILA. for 2 weeks 
instead o f  flying than direct to Canberra. 

"Arrival date— Slst March audwhat followed was a tour that 
Michael Edgeley would have env ied!  B ig ,  enthusiastic 

‘rau‘diences everywhere Sean' fiSeamus and The Pure Drop 
performed“ Here was proof that good Irish traditional 
music a song has a wide and l a r g e l y  mta-pped and 
unsatisfied audience. 

APRIL 1 : 3 7  musicians a t  the NTH Perth Ethnic Centre for 
outstanding fiddle L pipe workshops. Monopole Restaurant 

>packed for Sean & Seamus a the. Band's  dinner/Ceili. 

‘ m '  next few days were f i l led" with T.\’. a. radio interviews 
.and‘ a concert at  the Carillon. 

g r i l é  large crowds a t  the Cafe Folklorico to see 5 
hear Sean 5 Seamus, accompanied by Howard Osborne o f  the 

V'Pur‘e'  Drop. 

april 7 : The McMah' dis judged Irish trad. competitions 
during the morning _& afternoon before joining the Band 

SHOW-WM FIuIIcnlu} I)! AIIslmluIn Smrlos VFNUE. Th:I Tmulmdour, Fitzroy 

Fruitcake—"rich. satisfying and current 

1 1 , 1 N o .  6 .  June 1984 ( W . A . F . F . )  

at the Irish club for an outstanding Cei l i .  Trish ca l led  
dances for large numbers o f  enthusiastic dancers a t  what 
was a non fol): event. 
gar-i] 8 :  similar audiences at  the Fremantla Arts Centre 
before the Monopole and a capacity audience. love music. 
I. excellent‘foood proving a winner. ' 
gril 9 a 10: Tuition for C.C.E:. numbers before-the group 
of 8 started the long drive (hire bus) toadalaide. ' 
Qril 13: Packed hall at the Irish Club, AdelaidoJBob 
Lynch the organiser) . 
Mril 1 4 :  7am start for Rapunda where the usual-sins were 
judges a t  the Celtic music competitions. The Band did 
concert spots 5- played for dances throughout the w/end. 
Qril 1 6 :  or: to Canberra 5 played to a big audience 
at  the Irish club on the f irst  night. Nearly a l l  Canberra‘s 
Irish musicians joined in a session after  the concert. 
April 18: Workshop given then a VERY fast drive to Sydney 
for concert a t  the 'Rose. shamrock s 'l'histle' - a _ 
bril l iantly organised t publicised event to the extent 
that the organisers. the O'Connors, took $1000 at  the door! 
on for the 0 '  Connors i n  Perth! 
k r i l  1 9 :  Back to Canberra for  another school work-hop. 
Eril 20 -24:  Presentation o f  workshops for pipes, cancer-tine. 
f lute .  fiddle a whistle - a l l  we l l  attended. 
Clare Set workshop for 176 dancers, taking 22 sets  through 
4 parts of  the dance. A dance in the evening for a h ighly  
enthusiastic crowd— enjoying the f i n e  side of. Irish Trad. 
music. And we were able t o  have 12 sets couplets the Clare ‘ 
set without a 'walk through‘ . 
The other outstanding event  for  the Band and the Brothers ' 
was our workshop "Background t o  Trad. I r i s h  song a dance". 
W.  A .  had certa inly  done i t s  b i t .  
April 2 4  Farewell dance o f  the Festival attended by a f a i r l y  
large audience. considering i t  was Tues. Midnight came 5 i t  
was time to board our bus for  Melbourne. 
gril  15: Our concert at the Celtic Club drew the largest crowd 
ever seen a t  a mid week function - even the dance floor 
eventually disappeared under people without s e a t s !  The * 
formula- Folk at  an Ir ish venue- was an outstanding success. 
No wonder the organisers were so e x c i t e d .  

_ April 26:  A 'short’ 2 hour drive to Geelong for the 
group's folk club appearance. Again the Folk/Irish formula 
worked and the organisers had a packed audience of 200  for  

uperb night. He left  at Midnight for the final‘ leg - 
a 3000 K5. non stop ride to Boulder! - where a very 
relieved Bil l  Hyatt greeted us. Having seen a copy of. 
the itinerary, Bill realised that even an engine hiccup 
could deprive the club of  its performers! That night, the 
Boulder Block notelhosted the biggest attendance for a folk 
event. The reception here was unsurpassed through the 
entire tour and that's saying something. 
gri l  29 7am start for Perth 8 the Band's  f i n a l  performance 
at the Monopole to a crowd o f  1 3 0  diners - a f i t t i n g  
tribute to the drawing powers o f  Martin Durkina cuisine 5 
Irish Trad. music and dance. 
MKS ARE DUE TO THE FORMING WITHOUT WHOSE ISS-ISTANCE 
nus 100R WOULD NEVER HAVE TAKEN FLAG: . 
Sean & Seamus. 2 f ine  Ambassadors prepared to rough i t .  
putting up with 5 overnight journeys I. whose bed was the 
BIB FLOOR. 
Howard Osborne who doubled as the Holden .ns t. the Band's 
guitarist. 
PE__LTH__: Joe Crozier s the Irish Club. Martin 5 Monica o f  
the Monopole; Linaey Pollak, Dave Bul t s ,  Dave Ralph. 
mums: Dave Moss. John Stewart. Maurice Mains, 
Bob 5 Joan Lynch. Tom Power, Kathy Walton. 
CANBERRA: Mike Fogarty. Cl i f f  Gilbert-Purssey. Al  s 
Clem Hayes, Ambassador 5. Mrs Small ( for a superb 
private luncheon a t  their home) 

You can Julian a frontal-I 
in man! ways. IIM all a! 
"mu nice. 

IIII! nnl'Hl' him-um?" w i l l d n  
- w (111:; I- n lwc l .  shun- 

"r‘ I)" [m I- rmII. Int up 
| I-I".'I‘Il FllH'Hll'lL'S 

into :I I-nnfm-Iinn that will 
a-Ior I'J'l IIIIIIIIIlv 

TIII- F‘l‘llllt'ilkl' turnip has 
dI-I'rlrmI'Il Lhu: III-ulnlmrrl 
llushwmskI-rs band .Ill- into 
ahmadm IhIEItnI: :4] mntvxt 
Er r o l l m  11m: and [\F‘l’l'I'ifllllC 
“'1!“ and “11110 Howler-II}. 
0! living 'In Aus‘ ra'1:. : 

Tho III-III}. is satisfying. lam- 
hurk ImII rIIImIIII'III. ' 

1 . 1 1 1 1 1 "  1!- nm [no 
[r- -r ml]: IrIIL livv. 

1n'lhechIIIII I lvnmmng Au:- 
Malian l-Iikln: I~ mm III" h'li'v 

lm.‘ g- yr” 1 0 x  H I  I I l r i '  

W‘ilfi'; 

a. UURIE LANDRAY 
Tho FruIII-ake commny It 

sI-l! 1:. n mmum n l  sophisti- 
II- ed musk-Inns w i t h  a n  ear- 

IHaI 1' p l a v l n g  well- 
rl .Icnuxlic uulmr. double 
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Having been a t  the f e s t i v a l ,  . we c a n  s a f e l y  
say that  Sean .  Seamus and the 'Pure Drop' 
put much time and effort into the Fest ival  
and c e r t a i n l y  ensured that H A. was very w e l l  
represented. Thank you Trish and Cec for 
your unt ir ing efforts ' ' 
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. JULY 1934  ‘ 
Ed: Jess Dunnadge. 469 4073 9.0. 80x 95 CARLTON 3053 

, Contact the above address i f  you would l ike to know more about; 
the F.S.D.S.V.. or obtain the newsletter. 

PLEASE RING JESS DUNNADGE on 469 4078 IF YOU KNIN (F ANY CHANGE OR 
ADDITIONS TO FOLK CLUB/DANCE LISTINGS ON THIS SHEET. IF YOUR CLUB 
IS LISTED HERE PLEASE MAKE SURE TNE ENTRIES ARE KEPT I? TO DATE. 

I ALL FUNCTIONS/VENUES MARKED I UNDER SPONSORSHIP (R MANAGEMENT or 
F.S.D.S.V. 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES & COMING EVENTS - CITY 

A MELBOURNE FOLK CLUB at the RACECOURSE HOTEL. Cnr Epsom 8 Ascot Vale Roads. Flemington 
(John Shorter 383 2706) 8.15 PM 

, June 29 Hightilnes String Band. Keryn Randall-Archer. Ruth Cotterell 
July 6 Highway Robbery. Richard Leitch. Me McDonald. Enda Kenny 
July 13 Christy Cooney. David O‘Connor, Be bird 
July 20 Geoff Perrie and others 
July 27 Or Fosters Bluegrass Band (hopefully) - check Heekender 

- . CAFE JAMIH. Cnr. Richardson A Armstrong Street. Middle Park. Poetry. msic. Dance Perfomnces.’ 
(Tom 489 6972) - Tuesdays v ' 

COi‘IiERCIAL CLUB HOTEL. C/R Nicholson 8 Hestgarth Sts. .  Fitzroy. 8.30 - 11.30 pm. Hednesdays. (John Shorter 
383 2706) Uncomercial Folk. Singarounds led by: lst Red 4 Hitch-wood; 2nd lied Graham Dodsworth; 
3rd Hed Di lERTc'bTTEEli-W‘Skinner' s Hates; i f  a 5th Hed. Surpise Specials. Same order every month. 

DAN O’COHNELL FOLK CLUB, cnr. Princes A Canning Sts.. Carlton Thurs. (Randall Percy 647 3847 OH) 
. "High Times String Band" Sat Afternoon. . 

'ELTHAH FOLK MUSIC HORKSHOP ~ Thursday nights at Eltham Tavern. Back of Bistro bar. past ladies 5 across 
Hallway. 8:00 - 10: 00. 

FAT 808' S CAFE - 741 Glenhuntly Road South Caulfield. Tues - _Sun 7:30 t i l l  late (523 9054) 

‘_-FOLK LORE counc or AUSTRALIA. monthly social/meeting. eastern suburbs (Maxine Ronnberg 20 4136) 
GREEN HAN COFFEE LOUNGE. 1221 High Street. Nalvern. Acoustic/Folk every night (20 5012) V 

HEART 8' SOUL CAFE.‘ StsK'ilda Road. St Ki'lda(near Dandenong Road) 

. OHE-C-OHE. Rear cnr. MtPherson A Arnold Sts-:lth. Carlton. Sundays 8. 00 pan. (347 8858 or 550 1756 A. H.) 

OVERLAHDER FOLK CLUB. Dandenong Library Meeting Room. Stuart Street. lst Thursday each month. 8.00 pm. . 
(Hilary Oliver 059 962 402 or see” EM“. 738 811:“. ) 

PIAF. 145 Auburn Road. Hawthorn. Thursdays. Poetry - Music - Performers welcomed 

:STOCKADE HOTEL. 205 Nicholson Street. Carlton - Folk Music Friday a Saturday nights till 1am. 

‘ . TROUBADOUR Coffee Lounge 8 Restaurant. 388 Brunswick Street. Fitzroy. (Andrew Pattison). Open seven nights 
a week. Special club night each Tuesday... FSDSV Members concession price 52. 50. - 

THILIGHT COFFEE HOUSE. 234 High Street. Kew. Hednesday to Sunday (861 6587) 

VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC CLUB, (Elma Gardner 497 1628) 
* FOLK MUSIC. The Living Room. 62 Bridge Road Richmond. 4th Friday each month. 8pm. - Tenuararill susBended 
* HORKSHOP Mon. nights Anglers Hall Crir. Rathlnines 8 Clarke Sts. Fairfield. 

. * SINGABOUT/OAHCE (Eastern Suburbs). lst Saturday each month C.of E. Hall 49 Patterson St. E. Ringwood. 

' , HORKSHOP - Beginners - Folk instruments 8 voices.’ Sat. 2 .  30-4. 30, Commercial Club Hotel. 344 Nicholson St . .  
' Carlton. (Kelly 383 5168) 

. . OUT OF TOHH 

BEECHHORTH FOLK CLUB, Every 2nd Hednesday. |'Noolshed“ Restaurant (next‘to pub). 

SCHILTERNFOLKICLUB, Chiltern Hotel last Hednesday each month (Mick O'Leary 060 26 1319) I 

GEELOM FOLK CLUB. Telegraph Hotel. 2 Pakington St. Geelong. Friday nights 8:00 pan. 
(Janie McKew 052 65 6123 AH. 052 29 9652 or 052 75 2894 OH 

OOLOEH AGE HOTEL. Gheringhap Street. Géelong. Folk Music every Tuesday night. ‘ _ 

Honsunu - Himmera Musicians Club, Commercial Hotel. 3rd Hed. each month 8pm (Rick Stephens 053 82 1782/1520) 
-,KYNETON - F IDDLIN' DUCK FOLK NIGHT. Royal George Hotel. Piper Street, Kyneton. 20d 8 4th Nednesday 

each month 8. 00 pan. (Alan Todd 054 22 2980) ' ' 
'LORTE FOLK CLUB. Pancake Parlour. Friday nights. (052 89 1983) 

g. SELBY'FOLK CLUB. Conmunity House. Hombalana Rd.. 1st Friday each month (Anne Cheers 754 6043 A.H.) 

SHEPPARTOH FOLK CLUB, Junction Hotel. Toolamba.' Alternate Thursdays (Mick Riley 058 29 0176) 

' (HAHGARATTA FOLK CLUB. Vine Hotel. Ovens Highway. Last Friday each month (Dr. S. Bridges 057 21 2176) 



 

a 
NORRIS DANCING - ‘  ' ' ' ta 
BALLAARAT MORRIS. Trades Hall. Camp Street, Ballarat, Thursday nights. 7-  9 pm. (Peter Haugh 053 31 5365)/ 
BRITANNIA MORRIS MEN- Carlton Comm. Centre, 150 Princes St. .  lied. nights. 7: 30 pm. (Neil Cunningham 439 9523) 
PLENTY MORRIS, Nelb Uni Sports Centre Activities Room 7 .  30 p.m. (Rae Trathen 259 9423, Trevor 795 2202 AN) ‘ 

. SHE- OAKS Ladies Norris. Ned. nights 7: 30pm Melb. Uni. Sports Centre. Activities Roan (Jenny. Hale 818 7144 AN) 

' ' LEARN DANCING 

COLONIAL DANCERS, Carlton Community Centre, 150 Princes St. Ned. nights 8.10 pm Aust Colonial. British Isles, 
Old -Time (Lucy Stockdale 380 4291 A. H. 609 9298 B. H.)  

BALLARAT CURRENCY DANCERS,U'1iting Church Hall Barklg- Street Ballarat, Hednesdays, 8- 10pm Aust Colonial, Irish 
Scottish, English. Playford. (Sandra Hegert, 20 Clyde St. Ballarat) ‘ 

IRISH DANCING CLASS, Carlton Comunity Centre - Tuesday 8 pm upstairs. (Bi l l  Bamford 347 0372) 
SCOTTISH DANCING. Uniting Church Hall ,  Cnr McGowan a Springvale Rds Donvale. Thursdays 8m (874 5572) 
SQUARE DANCING CLASSES. Beginners Mondays, Advanced Fridays Pioneer Memorial Hall Cheltenham (Steve 435 7.512) 
VFMC DANCE HORKSHDP/CLASS 8 pm, Carlton Conmunity Centre - 3rd Tuesday each month. 

Series of lessons catering for al l  levels - advanced and not so advanced. 

‘ HELSH DANCING CLASS. Carlton Community Centre. Upstairs. 8 pm. (Ewan Kenner 391 3415) 

REGULAR DANCES - CITY: (Some instruction given where necessary) 

I F. S. 0.5. V. [COLONIAL DANCERS Sund Afternoon Dance, Carlton Connunity Centre, 150 Princes Street. Carlton. 
. 1st Sunday each «finth (Brendan lker - 49 2497) - Dog-s open: 2 pm. Dancing Starts T a i y  30 sharp 

‘ ' Ju y: 19h Times String Band ugus ' Shearer's 
GUMTREE DANCLZS-Latrobe Uni. Students Union Hall, "Cobbers" (Brian Moran, 49 4759) $8. 00 No alcohol. 

_"HI6NTINES STRITG BAND, Melb. Uni Students lkiion Buffet. lst Friday each month (Nike O'Rourke 417 4903) 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING - St .  Mary' 5 Church Hall Iha ar Cnr gueensberry I. Howard Sts, North Melbourne. 
- 7.30 pm, lst a 3rd Tuesday each month. 32. oo (Therese. 4 96 

-.PARRADIDDLE, Heidelberg Town Hall. (John Zignantis, 844 2100) Check weekender for details. 
' SNENNANIGANS INTERNATIONAL DANCES, 2nd Friday each month 7 pm Rosina Hall, IECD Campus. St Helliei‘S Street, 

Abbotsford. (Gary King 859 3846) 
' Y .  H. A. ,  Cnr Church Street a Highfield Road. Canterbury. 2nd Hedoesday each month - Patterson s Curse. 

7 . , n. - -  ‘ . V. 15.11."; (Enlg‘AL‘lglNCE ato‘c'arlt'ongnpomwntyumngse“158:Pripacez Streato,“ 3rd ”Sgtugd‘a‘yfl each‘nhionta. 8”," 11111: 

‘ R .  I .  0. A. INTERNATIONAL DANCE - las t  Sunday each month, 2 pm Carlton Comnunity Centre (Gary King 859 3486) 

REGULAR DANCES - COUNTRY: 
‘ ATHLONE OLD TIME DANCE. 'Athlone Hall, 5th Saturday (when there is  one). (707 2327) ' ' 
- BARANDUDAH‘DANCE - Last Sat each month. (Val Nilson 060 21 76978". 060 25‘ 6525 AN) 

'. BANGHOLHE OLD TIME DANCE. Bangholme Hall. 4th Saturday (707 2327) . 
'BENDIGO, ‘3nd Saturday each month at North Bendigo (Peter Ellis 054 43 2679) - Exception 25 April. 

. BERHICK. 3rd Saturday every Month - Oldtime, Masonic Hall. Princes Highway (Main street) , ‘  
V‘V-‘BETHANGA, OldTime, Bethanga Hall, 2nd Saturday each month 

CLYDE OLD TIME DANCE. Clyde Hal l ,  lst Saturday (707 2327) 
- GEELONG HEST COMMUNITY CENTRE| family dance last  Sunday each month. 2 pm 

.LANGHARRIN', Old Time, Langwarrin Hall. Cranbourne Rd - lst Saturday every month. 
‘ NORTH NAR NAR GDON OLD TIME DANCE, (707 2327) 

‘TALLANGATTA,’ Old Time, Church of England Hall ,  3rd Saturday each month with Nariel Band 

COMING EVENTS 

A HEDDERBURN OLDTIMERS BALL - St Patrick' 5 Hall. Lerderderg Street, Bacchus Marsh, Friday 6 July. $8. 00. 
(Patrick Shanahan 053 68 7273 ) .  

TSDAV Heekend Seminar 6- 8 July, Lady lbrthcote Camp. Bacchus Marsh. Members $30. others $35 inc. accomodation 
Gi l l  419 8647 or Shirley 328 1176. 

BULLOCKIES BALL - Sat 14 July, Geelong Hest Town Hall. with ‘The Y'abbies" - Tickets Music Horld (052 75 2891)- 
EUROA NDOL HEEK - September (Gail Maegan 481 8724) V A 

"S.A. STATE FESTIVAL _— 5-8 October (Bill Sinno‘tt .08 3903593) 
‘ VF c SPRING BALL - 25th ANNIVERSARY. Saturday 13 October 

LORNE MUSIC FESTIVAL - 30‘ Nov-2 Dec (Richard Gilbert 052 89 1983) 
HALDON (yes i t  st i l l  goes on) 26-28 October ( Ian Huxley 054 4275) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

s O P P o n 1 r o L‘K M u s 1 c - a o 1 n 1 H E r. s. o. s. v. 
COMITTEE MEETINGS open to all members. 8pm, 2nd Tuesday each month. 

' MEMBERSHIP RATES - 1984/85 

Sin lie ._ V 7 . A C 15.00 Single concession (Country, Pensioner, Student 39. 00 
Fan ly 23.00 Group {C lubs a Soc1eties} , 37.50 
Fami-ly Conc. (COuntry/Pensioner , Bands Performing Groups 30.00 

Student) $13 .00 

Life memberships - Ten times the current applicable membership - not applicable to concession memberships 
except for cer ain pensioners. 


