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Hi Folks! By the time you are reading this,  I shall  be luxuriating 
in  the b le s sed  peaceful  feel ing of n e v u r  having to  worry again about  
whether the n e w s l e t t e r  l l  be printed in time for  any particular fun- 
c t i o n  or event ,  whether there w i l l  be time to  arrange a co l la t ion  
team,or whether I shall have t o  do  i t  myself in order t o  g e t  i t  ou t .  
Nor w i l l  I have t o  make hal f  a d o z e n  phonecalls  t o  f ind  out how/when I 
w i l l  receivefla Believe m e ,  a f t e r  seven years ( I  was going t o  say 8 5  
i s sues  but  I h a v e n ' t  done a l l  8 5  and I fear  that  there were a t  1 e a s t . 3  
months in that time where there just  w a s n ' t  a Newsle t ter  a t  a l l )  I am 
looking forward toflh Y e s , I  admit I have wavered a b i t  in my decision 
e v e n  a f t e r  taking s o  long t o  f inally make i t .  

No,  I cannot t e l l  you who w i l l  be taking over - the grape- 
vine has i t  that  our President has the new format in  hand (almost  cer-  
tainly w i t h  loads of lovely art-work decoration since he i s  a long-time 
advocate of  a "proper" n e w s l e t t e r )  but who w i l l  be doing the " n i t t y -  
gr i t ty"  of  c o n t e n t  e t c .  and the "donkey-work" of c o l l a t i n g ,  s o r t i n g  and 
mai l ing ,  I h a v e n ' t  a c l u e ;  o t h e r  than i t  w o n ' t  be m e .  I t  i s  poss ib le  
of  course that  the mooted  spec ia l  funct ions  may be held t o  finance the 
whole l o t  being done commercially,  but  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered in 
keeping what few functions we are involved in now,running a t  a l l ,  l e t  
alone profitably,  would make that idea seem unlikely. I t  could be 
done but  i t  would require more purposefulness, drive,  co-operat ion and 
pers i s t ence  than h a s  been  displayed for  a long time in the S o c i e t y ' s  
regular functions.  

The one thing that concerns me i s  that  the contact with, 
and information to  the general membership regularly (says she a f t e r  the 
l a s t  twelve months of cons is tent  hassles  on the very same thing) may 
end up taking second place t o  "having a handsome magazine-type n e w s l e t -  
ter  in the same s ty le  as other S t a t e s " . i . e .  N . S . W . ,  S . A .  and W . A .  - 
Q ' l d .  haven ' t  produced a n e w s l e t t e r  in  nearly twelve months .  In ¢h34 
cases  mentioned there i s  a d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a t  l ea s t  twice the number 
we d i s tr ibute ,  s o  advertising i s  able t o  pay for a fa ir  proportion of 
p r i n t i n g ' c o s t s . ,  S ince V i c t o r i a  i s  not  a Federat ion,  we do not  get  
the same support from Folk Clubs ~ not surprising as  they have no in-  
fluence on the S o c i e t y ' s  p o l i c i e s  even  though there i s  l imi ted  coope-  
rat ion for spec i f i c  functions occas iona l ly .  In a Federation where 
there i s  input from a l l  or most  of  the C1ubs,and organisat ions ,  there 
i s  scope for  advertising because there i s  greater d is tr ibut ion  (hence 
greater exposure for  advertising) within the Clubs and Organisations 
since i t  i t  t o  the ir  b e n e f i t  t o o  - they have the ir  own b i t  in the Fed. 
N e w s l e t t e r  which saves them the expense of and hass le  o f  putt ing out 
one of their  own. In V i c t o r i a  we seem t o  have gone the oppos i te  way 
w i t h  a pro l i f era t ion  of Organisations each of  which  seems t o  put out 
a Newslet ter /sheet  of i t s  own, advertising i t s  own ac t iv i t i e s .  D o n ' t  
ask me how this  fragmentation can be overcome - or even i f  i t  should be 
overcome - I just  point  out where there are e s s e n t i a l  d i f ferences  b e -  
tween V i c t o r i a ' s  p o s i t i o n  and t h a t  of  the o ther  S t a t e s .  I DON'T HAVE 
TO CONCERN MYSELF WITH ANY MORE OF IT! I hope the the friendly spooks 
out there w i l l  make room for  m e ,  along w i t h  the fr iendly Fo lks .  From 
now on, I do what s u i t s  me when i t  s u i t s  me IF i t  s u i t s  me - same as 
the majority of our members do.  

lbtwithstanding the above declaration,  I hope that you w i l l  
a l l  read carefu l ly  the suplementary Newshee t  from F . O . G .  and do what 
you can t o  a s s i s t  them. F . O . G .  i s  snowing those q u a l i t i e s  that I 
f e e l  have been somewhat lacking in the génEral area of S o c i e t y  functions. 

As  you know the "grapevine" method of  gathering information 
is fraught with problems. About 80% of the time i t ' s  dead right, but 
a few t imes i t  i s  dead wrong and the res t  varies between the two,  per- 
haps according t o  how many "hands" i t  has come through. I w i l l  ex -  
plain the reason for  that paragraph. You w i l l  not ice  that  you do not 
have an A c t i v i t i e s  Sheet  t h i s  month - t h a t ' s  because Keryn i s  away for  
one reason, the other i s  that I have been given no information (hard),  
s o  overleaf you w i l l  find a truncated version of the A c t i v i t i e s  Sheet 
and where the source i s  "grapevine" I w i l l  show that .  I hope you a l l  
have your l a s t  A / S .  t o  compare. I ' m  sure you w i l l  a l l  check the "Age" 

‘Weekender  most careful ly  t o o .  , 
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Hi Folks, _ , . ‘ \  

I don't have any A.F.T. news afresh to impart . I have received - i 
only one Victorian grant application, aren't there any more people out 
there with good ideas and lack of cash? You j e s t . . . . . . . .  Just a quick 
note with a photocopy of the add below which I saw in the South Oz. 
magazine, Fedmag. Although the programmes have finished (sorry, I only 
just heard about them) you will note that "A.B.C. Enterprises will be 
releasing a set of 3 x C60 cassettes which will be available for 
purchase by December.'"Might make an interesting Chrissy pressie 
for a near.and dear or a good suggestion for the school library from 
those of us employed in the teaching profession. Graham Sea1,the author, 
has been a very active member of the A.P.T. for quite some time and 
is a much respected folk historian. Anyway, nuff said£_ Have a cool yule 
and a 3m new year. r“ 1“ them Lyn. 4] 

I did not  receive the handbills in time t o  I 
put copies  in  the l a s t  N e w s l e t t e r  as the programmes ‘ J  
had already started ( i n  actual fact  they d i d n ' t  start 
u n t i l  a week l a t e r  than adver t i s ed )  and they w i l l  be f inished 
before you g e t  this one. However they have been very good in- 
deed and I have included the copy Lyn sen t  me on the very end of 
this newsletsr s o  any o f  you in teres ted  i n  g e t t i n g  tapes from the 
A . B . C .  w i l l  know what t o  ask for.  

MELBOURNE FOLK CLUB - C a r o l s  by Candle l ight  on 2 l s t  D e c .  Grape- 
vine has i t  that i t  w i l l  not re-open throughout January because John 
w i l l  be away and/or there i s  a poss ib i l i ty  of a new venue. Watch 
Weekender or  c o n t a c t  Secretary or SOMEONE. 

COMMERCIAL CLUB - last  night 1 9 t h  December. Closed throughout 
January for  a l terat ions  - new venue may be possible i n  February, de-  
pending on whether new owners want Fo lk  Music/Folk Club .  

DAN O'CONNELL - C l o s e d  2 7 t h  December ONLY? 

ONE-C-ONE - Closed (a l ready)  u n t i l  February 24 when i t  opens a t  the‘ 
TROUBADOUR - for further details contact Phil ip Rogers 347 8858 .  

TROUBADOUR - Tuesday night Folk  night  h a s  been defunct  f o r  some 
time. (Perhaps above rumour has some connection)  

V . F . M . C .  - No functions during January. This i s  s tandard.  

SATURDAY WORKSHOPS - Check w i t h  Ke l ly  383 5 1 6 8 .  

Fest ivals  as  l i s t e d  in  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Report .  I think Kangaroo Island 
i s  s t i l l  going, but I have nothing firm t o  report on t h a t .  

Information is  as scarce as h e n ' s  teeth.  Certain people 
must hoard the stuff  - wel l  I know some d o ,  and the resul t  i s  that  
people who are expected t o  have information,  h a v e n ' t  got i t  and ap— 
pear t o  be "fobbed of f"  when asking for  same. I f  that i s n ' t  the 
" c e l l  s y s t e m " ,  I ' d  l ike t o  know what i s .  Our i n c o r p o r a i i o n  as an 
Assoc ia t ion  i s  a case in  point .  I actual ly  had the c e r t i f i c a t e  in 
my hands for  fu l ly  five minutes s o  I can now say that I have actual ly  
SEEN i t  and can assure the people who have asked about i t  that i t  I S .  
or that we ARE. Having been assured that  i t  was (verbal ly  assured)  
done quite some time ago, I must apologise ( a s  membership Secretary 
t o  members for unwittingly mis led  them on that  point .  I actually 
intended t o  reproduce the c e r t i f i c a  e i n  this  mews le t ter  just  as 
proof ,  s ince  i t  has caused s o  much d i s q u i e t .  I s t i l l  h a v e n ' t  got 
a l l  the relevant "bumpf" which as  " A r c h i v i s t "  222 Publ ic  O f f i c e r ,  I 
should have.  No doubt everything comes t o  those  who w a i t  - i f  they 
wai t  patiently enough. 

M . / C o n t d .  on page 1 6  
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As I was walking past the Iodge,haroo,haroo 
I saw a most peculiar dodge,hanoo,haroo 
Bob Hawke came by and I swear It's true 
He went In red and he came out blue 
And the LIberals didn't know what to do, 
Oh , Bobby,I hardly knew you! 

Where are the eyes that flashed wIth fire,haroo,haroo 
Where's the fear you once Inspired,haroo,haroo 
The bosses love you lIke a son 
You've got the greenles on the run 
Flogging yellowcake by the ton 
0h ,Bobby, I hardly knew you! 

Where's the radical leader now,haroo,haroo 
Consensus Is the sacred cow,haroo,haroo 
Our wages cut and our hours froze, 
(Except for the doctors and such as those) 
I feel that something's on the nose 
on ,Bobby, I hardly knew you! 

Where Is the voIce that roared so loud,haroo,haroo 
Where's the left-wIng stand so proud,haroo,haroo 
You smile so sweet and you talk so glIb, 
You sole] and sprq and fudge and ”D 
And you sound just lIke a bloody Lib 
9h ,Bobby, I hardly knew you! 

Tune: Jung! nerd/y teen you 
Words: am lolly]: Jet 14 

Notes.- l'ne phenomenon of (no radical leader or party 
becoming respectable and- conservative ln‘offl'ce is so 
common Mat ll scarcely seems worth commenting on. 
But, some/low , when it '5 your party and your leader, It 
can still come as a snock. ' 

(As one whose comments on the general perfidious nature of 
all politicians have in the past got me into much hot water, I just 
couldn't pass this one up. I Q2 have John's permission to  publish 
i t  t o o . )  John presented the above gem a t  the Conference Dinner, 
and obviously a large proportion of  the audience agreed with him. 
The Dinner, by the way, was a resounding success, wi th  most of  us 
dropping into the Carlton Community Centre to  wish Peter and Di all 
the best  - the place was just crawling with folkies,all obviously 
having had a greattevening also. 

I am told that the concert at  the Collingwood Education 
Centre, presented by La Boite,  was an excellent concert,  but the 
audience numbers were a disappointment t o  the organisers. Once 
again, the necessity for a method of instant cloning shows up: 

I have been told on more than one occasion that putting 
ast  events i s  a waste of time energy and paper, as 

-§%-§§3°§3§h3¥spto read about them. I don't 'agree, because such 
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reports might make you realise that  you missed something very good\\  
and may encourage you t o  come a long if/when there  i s  a next t ime ,  5 0 “  
regardless of compla in t s  I w i l l  jus t  go ahead and t e l l  you about the ‘\ 
National Folk-Lore Conference. I d o n f t  know how i t  went f inancially \ 
nor whether  the organisers were c o m p l e t e l y  s a t i s f i e d ,  but I never 
heard one grumble from any of the audience about the organisation or 
the content .  

Personally I found i t  enthrall ing,  although naturally 
being only able t o  at tend one t h i n :  a t  a time I saw only half of  i t .  
There were  some extremely i n t e r e s t i n g  papers presented ,  and some very 
cogent  arguments and comments as w e l l  as q u e s t i o n s  during theseminars .  
Obviously Folk-Lore and Co l l ec t ing  ( i n  par t i cu lar )  i s  not going t o  
qu ie t ly  l i e  down and die as i s  envisaged by the more musical ly  minded/ 
Folk Club oriented f o l k  seem t o  e x p e c t .  I t  was a p i t y  t h a t  some o f  
our b e t t e r  local performers were put off by be ing to ld  that  i t  w a s n ' t  
rea l ly  their  c u p  o f  t e a  because there  w o u l d n ' t  be much of i n t e r e s t  t o  
them in  the programme. 

Certainly  there were some very "heavyweight" f o l k l o r i s t s  
there and m o s t  i n t ere s t ing  they w e r e .  I f  you wr i t e  to  Phyl Lobl ,  
21hA Connells P t .  R d . .  CONNELLS POINT ( inc los ing  70C po s t a g e )  she may 
be ab le  t o  send you a copy o f  her  paper which was an answer b the 
Mus ic  Board's  reques t  that  she def ine and j u s t i f y  the claims of  "Folk" 
for  a much larger s l i c e  of  the f inancial  cake than i t  g e t s  a t  present .  
Every time I see that young woman taking on the A r t  "Establishment" I 
rea l i se  how lucky "Folk" i s  t o  have such an advocate .  She manages t o  
remain ladylike‘ ( f o r  want of a more suitable term) while making her 
points and great enthusiasm very c lear - and d e e s n ' t  budge an inch. 

‘ I think one of the n i c e s t  things about the whole Conference 
‘was the number o f  d i f ferent  organisations represented there  and amicably 
working together  and accept ing the f a c t  no one f a c e t  of  "Folk" i s  "Folk" 
on i t s  own. Talking t o  some friends in such other organisat ions ,  the 
idea has been sown that  smaller State Cenferences  o n u l d  be he ld  t o  k e e p  
the in teres t  and co -Opera t ion  alive unt i l  the National  Folk-Lore Confer-  
ence returns t o  Melbourne.  

Paul J e w e l l  ( A d e l a i d e ? )  presented a fa ir ly  impassioned 
speech on the actual ly  meaning and potent ia l  of mul t i - cu l tura l i sm;  
pointing out that  m u l t i -  means many and does n o t  have t o  be a porridge 
where dJ. d is t inct ions  g e t  ironed out  t o  the lowest  common denominator.  
This particularly impressed me - probably because he was speaking of  
dance in the m a i n , w i t h  general folk a r t s  included.  

John Ramshaw (as A ' F x r .  Rep.) and Mike Woodgate are to be _ 
hearti ly congratulated on their  part - which I suspect  was a major  one - 
of the organisation and consequent succes s  of the Conference .  

Which brings m e ' o n c e  again t o  the m a t t e r  of a new A F . T .  
Representa t ive  t o  replace  John who extended his  period of service  just  
t o  see that  Conference through. . I f  any of you have any i d e a s ,  why 
not  come along t o  the next Commit tee  meet ing  of the F - S . D . S . V .  and 
put someone forward,or  volunteer yourself.  I do n o t  think that the 
meetings have been unilaterally declared c lo sed  t o  general members, 
or no t  y e t  a t  l e a s t .  

I have finally caught up to  "Crack-A-Jack" - a t  the last 
Sunday Dance.  I was very impressed with  their mus ic .  ‘ I  found the 
tempo very good,  although I was to ld  by someone who had heard them on 
more than one occas ion  that  they are improving a l l  the t i m e .  Which i s  
a f t e r  a l l  the aim of  the exerc i s e  i s n ' t  i t .  I liked the programme, 
and b e t t e r  s t i l l  the volume was q u i t e  adequate w i thout  bloody great 
speakers .  The M . C .  could have done w i t h  a homer o r  more powerful 
mike and speaker,  b u t  the band c e r t a i n l y  did n o t  need i t .  

One o f  the members of "Crack-A-Jack" asked me t o  put in 
an explanation and I guess an apology. Since the band began w i t h  
the aim of being an ACOUSTIC band they have unhappily found that  b e -  
cause of the appalling manners and general conduct of  some of t h e i r  
dance audience/patrons a t  a few recent  g igs ,  they have been m o s t  r e -  
luctantly  forced t o  rethink and a t  l ea s t  for  some gigs they w i l l  be 

usin high-powered ampli fact ion.  The decision i s  m o s t  disappointing 
to tfie band but they have no alternative. 



Hi Folks - and a Merry Christmas to a l l  our Readers, 

Firstly a very big thank you to the two hardest workers that you have had working 
for you in recent years. John Ramshaw i s  stepping down from his position of 
Victorian A.F.T. delegate after working his balls off for the past two-and-a-half 
years in the Furtherance of Folk, together with Dave Hults in making A.F.T.'s 
voice heard in  Canberra, North Sydney and a l l  around Australia. I ' m  sure you w i l l  
join me in wishing John well in his retirement to fatherhood. Which means that we 
now have a vacancy for the A.F.T. I 'm probably wasting space by asking but "15 
there anybody out there?" And the other personage who, as she told you in the last 
Newsletter, is  retiring from the position of Editor of this august organ. I don't 
know what Jess would say that she's worked off over the years but she's certainly 
worked. Thankyou Jess, personally for al l  the help you've given me in the past 
f ive years, and on behalf of everybody, past, present and future for eveerything 
that you've done for the Chook.since time irnmemorial (Watchdtlu ED.)  
Thanks also to everyone involved in the organisation of the First National Folk- 
lore Conference last month. I feel that i t  was a great success and brought much 
kudos to the Folk Scene and Victoria in particular. As usual, the F.S.D.S.V.  was 
pit i ful ly noticeable with i t ' s  lack of presence and/or interest. I f  you didn't go 
this time you‘ll have a long wait for the next one to be held in Melbourne/Victoria. 
I think that Jess wi l l  have given you the low-down on the week-end elsewhere . . . . .  
Hello? I s  there anybody out there? Do you want the Melbourne Folk Club to continue? 

Do you want the Sunday Dances to continue? Do you want the Come-All-Ye's to continue? 
Do you want the Saturday afternoon workshops to contine? At the rate we're going, 

or to be more precise, the way you're not going, next year could be very barren l ive 
venue-wise - the Dan included . and we' l l  go the same way as Brisbane which has 'nowt" 

Sydney, next to nothing and Adelaide not much more. I ' v e  thought of a couple of 
possible venues, can't any of you think of/know of anywhere? 

There was a good turn up of about f i f ty people for the Spooner/Raffle night which 
was duly won by another non-attending member. Thanks to everyone who bought a ticket 
and a specaial thanks to the vendors - the next draw wi l l  be in March and t ickets- 
should be on sale soon. Prior to that, however, on lt inst during the Carols by 
Candlelight we wi l l  have the draw for the F.0.G. Christmas Hamper which we st i l l  
need donatidns for (tickets 50c each or 3 for a Dol lar) .  That should be a good night 
i f  last year i s  anything to go by - as well as Goshawk's Carolling we wi l l  have some 
Madrigalling from Cliff  Ellery and Gunter Stopa among others. Last Friday night at 
the Southwind Reunion the music and the grog flew fast and free and a lot of oldies 
came out of the woodwork - it  was so good to be able to start on time and let the 
evening flow smoothly without having to cram everybody in later on. Thanks for doing 
the dirty work Pedr. 
As Jess mentioned last time, there's Nariel and Hamilton's coming up and further 
afield, Hill  End in New South which i s  an excellent l i t t le  turn. Then there's the 
Huon Festival in  Tassie, Geelong's Folk Music Camp and a festival at Berry -"Town 
of Trees" on the N.S.N. South Coast a l l  on the weekend of 11th-13th January. Then 

Longford, Coffs Harbour and Numerella -yes, my spies tell me i t ' s  a goer (contact 
David and Elizabeth Blyth on 0648 3321§ or Greg Stokes, 'Ethelene', Numerella, via 

Cooma. 2630) over the Australia Day Cong Week-end...... 



Folklore 
Having received grants trom the Vic- 

torian Ministry of the Arts. Folk Victoria is 
now able to conduct a series of folk music 
workshops starting this Sunday at the Col- 
tingwood Education Centre. Vere Street. 
Collingwood. Sessions are at 10 am-12.30 
pm and 2 pm-4.30 pm. And just to show 
that tolkies like a good time too. there will 
be an evening Ceilidh Dance at the Carl- 
ton Community Centre. Princes Street. 

'Carlton starting at 7 pm. Teachers and 
topics are Louis McManus on fiddle and 
mandolin. Phil Day on guitar and interna- 
tional dance with Roger and Therese of 
‘Witchwood‘. Cost: classes 51 l .  dance 
34. both 313, Information and bookings 
38; 5168, i 

The Age tweekendecfi 7.12.81}g 
Hell, you think Hawke's got=problems - the Silent Majority strikes again with the 
grand total of eleven (11) bodies attending the Folk Instrument Workshops at the 
Collingwood Education Centre last Sunday. Congratulations - you've done i t  again 
Folks! The Ceilidh in the even was even better - we had to cancel i t  . . . . .  ' 
If you're yaguely interested in what went on, check out the "Ozzie Ostrich Show" 
sometime early in the new year. That w i l l  be after Britannia's Extravaganza at 
Monsalvaat. Next year we were planning to have Workshops with the l ikes of Dougie’ 
McLean, Cathal Connel, Mary Bergin but why should we bother? We lost over $400, 
by the way but everyone there had a bal l  especially Louis and Louis . . . . .  

(I have cut into i .e.  interrupted, the President's Re ort at this point t o  say that I think that such a response is BLOBbY DISGRACEFUL. 
It is not as though i t  was all a surprise sprung on you without an 
warning. Admittedly you didn' t  get the last handbill all that ong 

before, but you all got one in your last newsletter.  I know because 
I had to  get my local Estate  Agent - who only charges half what tn: 
Library does - to  do me sufficient extra copies to make sure you a 1 
did get one. '  However, i t  was l isted as "coming event" for well be- 
?3?e that; i t  was announced all over tn: p1a:e tog.t tbs: 21:; girst 

a s  I knew I was elsew are 00, u 
::§°¥:r:;:::ni liZtener and master classes wouldn't be any help':oim:. 

But what about the res t  of you? All so flamin' good you wezin to n 

terested? Or did i t  interfere with the novelty of beingla iv. u ? 

buy grog on Sundays. OR WHAT? Do you wonder that poop e g p . 

If you were confused as to  who was on when - and I know some people 
were - or if you weren ' t  sure whether the Eilidh was open to  people 
who didn't attend the master classes - WHY THE HELL DO YOU THINK A 
PHONE NUMBER WAS GIVEN?) ' 



Claimant}; galvmés’nmm 

amnoaasba 

The Secretary, 
Victorian Folk Song & Dance Society, 
C/- John Shorter, 
P.0. Box 96, 
CARLTON, 

Dear John, 

I would like you to thank V.F.S. & D.S. on behalf of the Wool Week 
Committee. 

The Wool Week Committee believe that the V.F.S. & D.S. play a most 
‘ important role during our first weekend of WOOL WEEK. The performa— 
nces, demonstrations and participation is first class. 

I do look forward to liasing with V.F.S. & D.S. early in 1985 to 
build onto our already established programme with yourselves. 
I realise this will only be possible with 100% participation 
from all members on both committees. 

We invite the V.F.S. & D.S. and any other folk clubs back to perform 
again next year, weekend commencing October 18th, 1985. For any 
person who hasn't made the trek to Wool Week in the past, it will 
be a worth while experience and we do invite your participation. 

Thanks again for your support. 

cc; igu-J". 

For and on behalf of the 
Euroa Wool Week Committee. 

Maybe if neither Jess's nor.my exhortations have any effect on you then the above 

might do, particularly the third paragraph. The letter is from Neville Mawson, the 

organiser of Wool Week ..... 

A glut of overseas performers arriving next year - already mentioned the possibity 
of Cathal Connel and Mary Bergin early in the year closely followed by Martin 

Wyndham Read, late January to early March, possibly Paul Metsers in February, 

Happy Traum in March and April, Dougie McLean around the same time ..... . 
I have a request: I would be most grateful if someone out there could let me in 
on the "cell" system which is operating within the ranks of the “management“ of 

the Society c/f November's Newsletter. All information will be treated in the 

strictest confidentially in a plain brown envelope ..... 

One-C-One will be operating out of The Troubador from next year ..... 

Also, in February there's the possibility of an '86 National Fund Raising Folk 
Weak-end at Blackwood between Bacchus Marsh and Daylesford - call F.0.G. for more 

information ..... 
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President's Report  (Contd.  a f t e r  in terrupt ion) :  

GRIMSBY Evenly; 'l‘ele- V \ 
graph. Lincolnehrre, re- 

orts: “Three hundred 
oren e n were stolen. 

from a at Moorby, 
near Homcesfle. Poachers 
are suspected." 

The 'Lincolnshjre Poacher' lives . . . . !  
That's  All  Folks - have a great Christmas and New Year wherever you are . . . . . j  C 5 

(Further  comments ,  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  and a n s w e r  t o  query e l s e w h e r e  in t h i s ,  
Newsletter - possible  Page 2 .  - re John's  report.  E D . )  

One of my men-folk made several copies of John Quiggin's 
parody, the o ther  grabbed i t  w i t h  chortles of glee and took i t  off 
t o  show workmates - the one who d id  the copying had already done s o .  
But,  blow me i f  I d i d n ' t  g e t  a reply t o  i t ,  even before the current 
N e w s l e t t e r  i s  pr inted;  I to ld  you t h a t  famil ies  are handy a t  t i m e s .  

"Re John Quiggin's parody, "Bobby, I Hardly Knew You": -  

I heard and enjoyed  J o h n ' s  presenta t ion  o f  t h i s  p iece ,  but i t  
caused me t o  wonder. 

How can John c lass  as "Radical" and "red" a man who in  1 9 7 6 ,  as 
Pres ident  of the A . C . T . U . ,  s a i d  that  "The S o c i a l i s t  L e f t  i s  a 
f e s t e r i n g  cancer in the s ide  of the A . L . P . ,  and should be cut 
o u t " ;  and again in  1978,  a t  the Vic tor ian  A . L . P .  Conference ,  
"The S o c i a l i s t  L e f t  i s  a canker on the Labour Movement ."?  

Did you ed i t  your memory John,  or was your research inadequate?" 

DUNCAN DUNNADGE. 

(Poet ic  license perhaps? E D . )  

I have heard from two or three people that the idea of a 
s c r a t c h  band ( f l o a t i n g  populat ion)  playing once a month for  the 
Colonial  Dancers '  c l a s s ,  suggested by Bruce Watson  in a l e t t e r  in the 
October N e w s l e t t e r ,  has borne f r u i t ,  and a scratch band has appeared. 
Quite success fu l ly  t o o ,  s o  I am t o l d .  Part o f  the evening they are 
musos and p a r t  o f  the evening they are dancers  - random individual 
choice - and because of the combinat ion have come up w i t h  a working 
name of "Scratch and Smel l"  - seems the second descr ipt ion  comes about 
through nervous tension from the one ac t iv i ty  and exercise  from both.  
Perhaps i t  i s  just  as w e l l  the c lasses  are n o t  of t o o  great a duration. 

A l e t t e r  from Mary Flegg regarding the band formed as a re- 
s u l t  of K e l l y  S k i n n e r ' s  Saturday af ternoon c l a s s e s  a l s o  makes encour-  

aging reading. “One of the few real successes  of the year has been the 
Saturday afternoon workshop/sessions a t  the Commercial Club H o t e l .  

A f t e r  playing a bracket  a t  a r e c e n t  Sunday Dance,  and a t  a party in  
Frankston, the group w e n t  fur ther  a f i e l d  l a s t  w e e k .  

. . . .  The Commercial Club Workshop Group, now ca l l ing  themselves  
' K e l l y ' s  Ceilidh Band' (though y e t  far from professing t o  be a 
fully-fledged band!) made their debut, without  the leadership of 
K e l l y  and George ,  a t  V i o l e t  Town on Saturday, 8 t h  December,  playing 
a t  the Market in  the morning and giving an informal jam sess ion/  
dance a t  the Club room of  the E l l e n  Francis  H o t e l  i n  the a f ternoon.  

Songs from Meg McDonald, se l f -accompanied on guitar,  received 
a warm reception. The band did their b e s t ,  but f e l t  the sad 
lack of a good drummer (or percussion instrument?) to  keep them in 
line! Any v o l u n t e e r s . . . . . .  pre t ty  p l e a s e ? . . . . . "  

MARY FLEGG. 
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HAVE WE FINISHED WITH NATIONAL FOLK FESTIVALS and 

STATE FEDERATIONS? 

Folk F e d e r a t i o n s  and equ iva len t  bodies  were  c rea ted  t o :  

( 1 )  Organise and run the National Folk Festival in their S ta te /  
locali ty (provided that  they have the necessary skills and 
f inances  t o  d o  s o ;  

( 2 )  Encourage, publicise and maintain Folk activities in their 
respective S t a t e s  w i t h  a view t o  maintaining the capability 
t o  stage National Festival/s in  the fu ture .  

( 3 )  Send delegates  t o  the Na t iona l  Folk Trus t ,  which body, co-  
ordinates Folk  A c t i v i t y  on an Austra l ia-wide bas i s .  

I have been  an ac t ive  "Folkie"  f o r  some twentyethree 
years,  during which time I have served on many Federa t ion  Commit- 
t e e s  and a l s o  on the  organis ing c o m m i t t e e s  of  the 1970,  1977 and 
1983 National  Folk  Fes t ivals  - held in  Adelaide - and was Fes t iva l  
Co—ordina tor  in  1983.  Over t h i s  per iod of t ime I have watched  
the people tha t  we have taught and encouraged , develop from 
clumsy beginners in to  polished professional a r t i s t s .  I have a lso  
seen  the emergence of the individual private Promoter.  

Individual  Folk  A c t i v i s t s ,  insp i red  by t h e i r  m u s e ,  and 
enthused by the Nat ional  Fes t iva l  Exper ience ,  have been responsible 
fo r  s e t t i n g  up and maintaining Folk Song, Dance and Music  Clubs t o  
encourage and teach these ac t iv i t i e s  in the various S ta tes  and 10a 
c a l i t i e s .  The i r  r e spec t ive  Folk  Federa t ions  encouraged t h e i r  e f -  
f o r t s  by  pub l i c i s ing  these a c t i v i t i e s  t o  the general  p u b l i c ,  and 
runninf Na t iona l ,  S t a t e  and local  e v e n t s  t o  b r i ng  t h e i r  a r t s  t o  the 
public n o t i c e .  

Federat ion policy has been  (where p o s s i b l e )  t o  keep  c o s t s  
down so  that  i t s  functions and events are within financial reach of 
a l l ,  y e t  c o s t s  con t inue  t o  e s c a l a t e  and w i t h  t h e m ,  the f inancia l  
r i sks .  In  preparing a F e s t i v a l  programme i t  i s  necessary t o  com- 
promise s o  that  the public can wi tness  our  bes t  performers;  the up 
and coming performers can gain experience by exposure t o  a wider 
audience;  the rank amateurs can a l s o  have venues f o r  thei r  ac t iv i -  
t i e s .  The p ro fe s s iona l  a t t i t u d e s  of  our more capable performers 
have led t o  demands f o r  plushier  venues ,  expensive sound sys t ems ,  
and M u s i c i a n s '  U n i o n  r a t e s  of f e e s .  These demands w i l l  surely  
price them out  of Folk Federation ac t iv i ty .  I believe that S ta te  
Federations m u s t  qu ick ly  come t o  a dec i s ion  t o  revert  t o  the i r  Tra- 
d i t i o n a l  roles of supporting those Folk ac t iv i s t s  who cons is ten t ly  
and se l f l e s s ly  devote  themselves throughout the year t o  developing 
new t a len t ,  maintaining clubs of various Folk A r t s  and organising 
regular functions f o r  the promotion of i n t e r e s t  in  Folk. 

Federations were n o t  formed, nor should they be expected ,  
t o  feed professional  performers  nor promote t he i r  careers .  Let  
the private (p rofess iona l )  entrepeneur raise the money, do  the work 
and take the  growing f inancial  r isks t o  gratify the " s t a r "  aspira-  
t ions  of  t hose  ex -Fo lk ie s  who have c ros sed  the line t o  become en-  
te r ta iners  in the "Bi tchy Show-Biz Industry".  Considering the 
expense and logis t ics  of  f u tu r e  Nat ional  Fes t iva ls ,  I say tha t  no 
amateur organising commit tee  (working i n  the i r  own time only) can 
successfu l ly  cope w i t h  the growing work-load of a Nat ional  Fest ival ,  
nor a f fo rd  the c o s t  of a f u l l  time organiser (wi thout  ex terna l  he lp )  
as wel l  as provide expensive venues and f a c i l i t i e s  t o  which the 
" s t a r s "  would like t o  become accustomed. 

I put i t  t o  the Na t iona l  Folk Trust that  t h e s e ' i s s u e s  I have 

raised need careful considerat ion by the Trust and the various Fede- 
rat ions,  in  formulating organising policy of the fu ture .  

Wishing the National Folk Trust every success  fo r  i t s  f i r s t  
National Folk-Lore Conference. 

DAVID J .  MOSS, 
President ,  
Folk Federation of S t h .  A u s t .  
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Following on Dave M o s s ' s  l e t t e r ,  I hunted out our two very»  

earliest Newsletters  s o  we shall have another l i t t l e  nostalgia "Jag“, 
You must remember whi le  reading the l e t t e r  dfiow, that  a t  the time of 
wri t ing  there w e r e  only three venues where any payment was made t o  
performers,  The Green Man, Outpost  Inn,  and-TFaynor's, and Fes t iva l  
performers were lucky i f  they got beer  money. In very except ional  
circumstances they may have had some help w i t h  fares .  The Graham 
Squance Memorial  award was s e t  up w i t h  the aim of paying the fare t o  
wherever the National  Fes t iva l  was being held,  f or  a deserving per- 
former who would otherwise n o t  have been able t o  ge t  t o  the National 
Fest ival  but l e t  me remind you he/she was expec ted  t o  earn i t  by per- 
forming when he/she got  t h e r e .  M o s t  performers were proud t o  be in- 
v i t e d  t o  perform a t  the Nat ional  Fest iva ls  and payment was not  part of 
the deal a t  a l l .  As Dave‘s  comments show,  things are not  the same 
now. I a l s o  think that  t h e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n t  re la t ionsh ip  b e t w e e n  
performers and l i s t eners  now ( w i t h  a couple of  notable  except ions ,  
who are s t i l l  around and h a v e n ' t  changed a scrap - t h e r e  are one or 
two others  who w e r e n ' t  prima donnas then and s t i l l  a r e n ' t ,  and are 
s t i l l  around, and s t i l l  doing great work in  promoting "Folk Musicfl l  
A l s o  in f our teen  years t h e : e  have been many additions t o  the song- 
maker f ra tern i ty  t o o .  

SOME THOUGHTS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PROFESSIONAL FOLK 
CT (Published some time during 

the f i rs t  half of 1972) 
The professional fo lk  singer, which term a l so  includes 

the professional folk musician, i s  a fortunate person 
indeed. He i s  doing something he wants to do and l ikes  
doing and i s  getting paid for  i t .  I f  enough people l i k e  
listening to him, then he gets paid enough that he may,  i f  
he wishes,  give up any other form o f  employment. The point 
at which this occurs varies from person to person depend- 
ing on the differing l ife-styles each one i s  content to 
maintain. . 

Unfortunately, having reached this stage,  some of our 
professional folk singers tend to become, God help u s ,  
experts on “Folk Music",  and to act as  though they belong 
to a select mystic brotherhood to whom "al l  is revealed“, 
so that they alone are competent to judge the worth of  any 
other performer or type of music. I think we are a l l  
familiar with the phenomenon whereby a s inger ' s  sincerity 
i s  judged to be in . inverse  relationship to his  earning 
power. Their opinions, and I repeat opinions, are frequent- 
ly delivered with a pontifical air  that just automatically 
brings bulls to mind. 

I personally resent this attitude, being 051the non- 
performing public, who a f ter  all  were perceptive enough to 
support the clubs and functions from which these folk 
singers derive their l iving.  I have nothing but admiration 
for those people who have channeled their interest in and 
love for  folk music into other forms o f  employment, as  well  
as performing to an audience, because the pickings are 
mighty sl im compared to ,  say pop music .  Unfortunately there 
i s  a shortage of all-rounders in th i s  world o f  ours i n  most 
f i e ld s .  

I knew and loved folk music long before I ever heard a 
professional folk singer. During my childhood, spent in an 
isolated country distr ict  during the depression prior to 
World War I I ,  well  before the advent o f  transistors and 
before records and record players had become common house- 
hold furniture, entertainment, musical and otherwise was 
very much a do-it-yourself arrangement. Many o f  us learned 
bits and .p ieces ,  songs and music from our parents and their 
friends,  our friends and their parents. Our abil i t ies  as 
performers ranged from bloody awful ,  barely adequate, 
competent to occasionally very good, and I would say that 
today's  audiences at  the clubs would fal l  into the same 
Categories, and l e t ' s  face i t  our singers would too. 
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NOSTALGIA. (Contd. ) 

‘ We have all been spoiled in this day and age. It is 

easier to pay a few hob and listen to someone else than do 

it ourselves, but if every professional folk Singer were to
 

drop dead, he struck dumb ct disappear in a puff of blue ’ 

smoke, folk music would still eXist and go on in the same 

do—it—yourself style. 

(There is certainly a greater number of people "doing a bit" now 

than was the case then, but conversely there is less audience 

participation in chorus and song, although that seems to be g
radu- 

ally changing again 
3 1 3 - )  - 

I think, and I don't claim it as any more than my own 
opinion, the only person who IS indispensable to folk music 
is the song-writer or tune-maker, and he is likely to pop 
up anywhere. Maybe with just one in his lifetime, or may- 
be trotted out like shelling peas. Folk songs are pretty 
much a form of social comment through the ages. The comm- 
ent is valid at the time of making it and it may not be 
valid a week later or it may still be valid a century later. 
There are some songs which are still widely sung although 
the comment in them has not been valid for many years, 
simply because the song itself appeals to its hearer. Don't 
lose sight of the fact that singers presenting songs are 
not of their own writing were also heares in the first place. 
I am sure that if the song makers were to retire into this 
mystic brotherhood of adepts, then folk music would soon 
cease to grow and be the living thing that it is. Three 
song makers that come to mind, Harry Robertson, Bernard 
Bolan and Don Henderson, all work at jobs other than song- 
writing, but if they were able to just devote their time to 
song-writing and still be assured of a steady income, I feel 
that their.songs would lose the sincerity and validity that 
is their most appealing quality.’ In effect they say to me 
'I feel this' or 'I have experienced this' not just ' I have 
observed this' and I would hate to have them trade that 
quality of participation to become onlookers. 

Folk music has existed for centuries and the folk music 
that has come down to us is not necessarily that which 
appealed to the singer alone, because if it didn't appeal 
to the hearers, it died with the singer. Fortunately for 
us there has always been a pretty wide variety of opinions 
as to what was worth preserving, and to keep folk music 
alive and kicking we cannot have it otherwise. 

1 conclude with the statement that I personally feel T 
folk music is a damned sight more important to the profess- 
ional folk singer than the professional folk singer is to 
folk music, but I still like listening to them, 
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”EDITORIAL VOL.1 ,  N Q . l ,  AUGUST, 1 9 7 1 .  

A couple of months ago, a whole lot of new people took on the job of 
organising Folk Festivals in Victoria. The idea of running Festivals was fifii‘ 
devised back in 1966 to stir up wider interest in the Folk arts. The organisation 
became known as the Port Phillip Folk Festival Committee. 

After running two Festivals in Melbourne, the idea had caught on in other 
states. Since then we all get together to run a National Folk Festival every year 
somewhere in Australia. 

The P .  P. F .  F .  C .  is made up of any people who are interested in Folk 
activities and wants to do something to help popularize them. The people who 
come to the meetings are invited to help with the work already going on, and also 
to give their suggestions for new workshops, dances, concerts, etc. The main 
organisation is done by the office bearers elected by the people at the meetings 
and any volunteers. 

The folk clubs are repesented on the Committee simply because they are 
interested in the folk arts. Since we all have the same basic reasons for exist-L 
ence, we help each other as much as possible, but it  should be realised that the 
P .  P. F .  F .  C. is not 21 Folk Club association. - 

In 1972 the National Festival will be held in Canberra, but now we have a 
strong working Committee, there is no reason why the 1973 one can't be run in 
Melbourne. This is the big event towards which we are working, but between now 
and then, we will be running a lot of other things as a build up to it. 

So for a start the P. P.  F .  F .  C .  is running a One-Day Festival on July, 
31st. Advance publicity is already out and more information is included in this 
Newsletter. ‘ 

So that you don't miss out on anything that's coming up, we will be 
publishing a regular Newsletter. It will tell you all  about out activities in Vict- 
oria, and as much as we can find out about what's happening interstate. We will 
also include a regular folk club directory, so you know what's going on and where 
it‘s at. 

EDITOR. 

--  T H E -——- 
.__44<T‘<;D P R I C K L Y E B U S H C>"7=’~é—— 

— F O L K  C L U B —  

THURSDAY: 8 . 0 0  - 1 0 . 0 0  

Resident - Dave. Bnannigan 

SATURDAY: ' 3.00 - LATE 
Resident - Danny Spoons/L 

Also featuring most of Melbourne's best Singers and 
Musicians. ' 

DAN O'CONNELL HOTEL. 
CNR. PRINCES 8. CANNING 51's.. CARLTON. 

(August, ' 1 9 7 1 )  

,IHE KEEPER FOLK music CLUB 
1 

THE BUSH INN: CORIO ST” GEELONG 

WEEKLY 0N FRIDAYS 

' 8 .00 TILL 12.00 P.M. 

FULLY LICENCED 

LOCAL AND INTERSTATE SINGERS 

commons! - son: - swss 



COMMENT ON THE DANCE AT VARRALUMLA (Nat iona l  Festival 
1972) 

Pehhapa {ham a danceh'o point  05 v iew,  t h e  Canbeaaa Folk 
Feat lval  Dance held at the  Vannalumla wool  Shed waa { a n  gnom 
a succeAA,  but at a Aoctal  gatheatng i t  wao moAt centatnly a 
c u c c e u  .' 

Held i n  the  b t g g e o t  avat lable  hall wtthtn two hundhed 
m t l e b ' o fi  Canbeana,  but  8 . 3 0  t o  9 . 0 0  p . m .  theae must  have  b e e n  
e igh t  hundhed t a  ntne hundhed p e o p l e  caowded t n .  which g o e b  
to  Ahowjjuét how populan so lh  dancing has become tn  latteh 
yeana. 

Danclng wab t o  the mubte 0 ‘  wel l -known mublclano {ham 
all oven  Aultaalta. Compened b y  Jim Buchanan and wannen Fahey. 
Stunting 055  with t h e  e v e n - p o p u l a n  G a l o p e d e ,  w e  a o o n  pnogaebaed  
t o  c o v e h  moat  0 6  the  populan ( o l h  danceb s u c h  as t h e  Wavec 0 5  
T o n y  ( w i t h  a lmost  o n e  hundned and fi l fi t y  p e o p l e  t n  each b e t ) ,  
t o  the  Bhown Jug Polha at about 10 .15 when Jtm ached uA t 5  we 
could please dance acnoéa the building lnbtead 05 up and down 
al the  bui ld ing waA A h lfi t l n g  o n  £16 p l l e b .  

S h a n t l y  ea ten  thib my paatnea and I netlned whtlot At l l l  
b o u n d  i n  W i n d  ( 4 : 6  n o t  u ' n b ) o o - o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o  K E N  FARROW 

( I ' m  glad I w a s n ' t  there f o r  that one. I t  would seem that some at  
leas t  o f  our dancers /dances  have s tayed  much the same.  ED) 

(From the very f i r s t  one. ED) 
tuvtTAnou TO WRITE 

We are inviting you a l l  to con- 
i tr ibute  ar t i c les  for  publication 

.:in this Newsletter.  From the 
scholarly  t ypes  we would l ike  to 
see some serious comment and 
informative art ic les  on a l l  
branches o f  f o l k  l o re .  

W e  a l so  have space f o r  those 

people who have yarns and e x p -  

er iences  to r e l a t e ,  who want to 

have a b i t  o f  a s t i r  or j u s t  
toss i n  the occasiqnal red her- 

! r i n g .  

So drop  me a l ine  soon, or cor— 

ner me in one o f  the Clubs  _ 
sometine and you ' l l  receive a l l l  
the encouragement we can g i v e .  I 

' ' EDITOR. . 

The e x t r a c t  on the l e f t  
must s u r e l y  r ing  a h e l l .  

I d o n ' t  agree w i t h  a l l  the 
comments Dave M o s s  has m a d e ,  but 
I c e r t a i n l y  agree w i t h  h i s  com- 
ments  on the growing c o m p l e x i t y ,  
expense  and required  e x p e r t i s e  i n  
running N a t i o n a l  F e s t i v a l s  - even 
S t a t e  ones and local  ones - be ing  
an enormous s t ra in ,  i f  not an im- 
p o s s i b l e  o n e .  Once aga in  the  

d i c h o t o m y  b e t w e e n  p o p u l a r i s i n g  
" F o l k "  t o  " F o l k "  and having t o  
adopt  a m e d i a - s t y l e  " H y p e / S a l e s “  
approach t o  d o  i t , a n d  no t  having 
the r i g h t  product  f o r  t h a t  s o r t  
o f  approach,may br ing  us back t o  

" g r a s s  r o o t s "  again - perhaps  v e r y  
quickly .  Perhaps  that  would be a 
good t h i n g ,  perhaps  n o t ,  b u t  we may 
f ind out sooner  than we e x p e c t .  

A l l  I 23g s a y  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  i s  
tha t  the s t r a i n  on n e r v e s ,  tempers  
and s p o u s e s  i s  horrendous,  but  
what e l s e  can you d o  on a s h o e h  
s t r ing?  The " S h o e s t r i n g "  b e i n g '  
one o f  the b i g g e s t  headaches t o  
a team o f  amateurs promot ing  a 
minor i t y  i n t e r e s t .  M i n o r i t y  only 
as f a r  as the general public i s  
c o n c e r n e d .  R e a d i n g  J o h n  Shor tens  
r e p o r t ,  I am not even  s o  sure o f  
tha t  now. 
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Peahape sham a dancen'e  point  05 v i e w ,  t h e  Canbei la  Folh 

Feat iual  Dance held at t h e  Vanialumla Wool Shed wai { a n  diam 
a b u c c e b i ,  but a4 a Aocial  gathening i t  wal m a l t  ce i ta inly  a 
A u c c e i t  i 

Held i n  the  b i g g e e t  avai lable hall within two hundned 
m i l e 4 ' 0 5  Canbenna, but 8 . 3 0  t o  9 . 0 0  p.m. theie  malt  have b e e n  
e i g h t  hundaed t o  nine handled p e o p l e  caowded i n .  which goee 
to  Ahowl jaa t  how populai fiolh dancing hae become i n  latteh 
yeane .  

Dancing waA t o  the  mubic 05 we l l -known musiciane (ham 
all ouea Auetnalia. Compened b y  Jim Buchanan and Wannen Fahey.  
Staating 0 5 5  with t h e  e v e n - p o p u l a i  G a l o p e d e ,  w e  e c o n  p n o g n e e e e d  

t o  couea’moet  05 the  populan 5 0 t h  dancee Auch a4 t h e  wavee 05  
Tony { w i t h  almoet  one hundned and 5 i 6 t y  p e o p l e  i n  each b e t ) ,  
t o  the  Biown Jug Polka  at about 10.15 when Jim a i k e d  at i 5  we 
could p leaee  dance acaoei the building in l tead  05 up and down 
at the  bui lding wae e h ifi t i n g  on i ti  p i l e b .  

S h o a t l y  afi t e n  this my pantnen and I aet i ied  whilet  At i l l  
b o u n d  i n  W i n d  ( # 6 6  n o t  L i m b l o n e - o c o e o o c o o o o o o c  K E N  FARROW 

( I ' m  g lad I w a s n ' t  there  f o r  t h a t  one .  I t  would  s e e m  tha t  some a t  

leas t  o f  our dancers/dances have stayed much the same. ED) 

The e x t r a c t  on the l e f t  
(From the very  f i r s t  one .  ED) must sure l y  r ing  a b e l l .  

[NlATION To WRITE I don't  agree wi th  a l l  the 
_ _ comments Dave Moss  has made,  but 

We are inviting you a l l  to con- I c e r t a i n l y  agree w i t h  h i s  com- 
;tribute articles for publication ments °n the 8T°W1ng °°mP1°¥1t 
. .  ' expense  and required  e x p e r t i s e  i n  

2.1“ this  Newsle t ter .  From the running Nat iona l  F e s t i v a l s  - even 
scholarly t ypes  we would l ike  to S t a t e  °n°3 and 19°a1  °n°5 ‘ being 

an enormous s t r a i n ,  i f  no t  an im- 
see some serious comment and p o s s i b l e  one.  Once again  the 
informative a r t i c l e s  on a l l  d i c h o t o m y  b e t w e e n  p o p u l a r i s i n g  

" F o l k "  t o  " F o l k "  and having t o  
branches 0 f  £01k l o re .  adopt  a m e d i a - s t y l e  " H y p e / S a l e s “  

approach  t o  d o  i t , a n d  n o t  having 
We 315° have space f o r  those the r igh t  product f o r  that  s o r t  

o f  approachImay br ing us back t o  
. " g r a s s  r o o t s "  again - perhaps  v e r y  

er lences  to  r e l a t e ,  who want to qu ick ly .  Perhaps  tha t  would be a 
have a b i t  o f  a s t i r  or j u s t  good t h i n g ,  perhaps  n o t ,  but  we may 

find out sooner  than we e x p e c t .  

people who have yarns and e x p -  

t o s s  i n  the occasional d e - re h I All I can say with certainty i s  
r i n g .  that  the s t r a i n  on nerves ,  t e m p e r s  

and spouses  i s  horrendous,  but 
so d rop  me a l ine soon, or cor- what e l s e  can you d o  on a shoes  
ner me in  one o f  the C l u b s  s tr ing? The " S h o e s t r i n g "  be ing  

one o f  the  b i g g e s t  headaches  t o  
a team o f  amateurs promoting a 
m i n o r i t y  i n t e r e s t .  M i n o t i t y  only 
as f a r  as the general public i s  

E D I T O R . .  concerned .  R e a d i n g  J o h n  S h o r t e r s  
r e p o r t ,  I am not e v e n  s o  sure o f  
tha t  now. 

sometine and y o u ' l l  receive a l l !  
I 

the encouragement we can g i v e .  I 
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SAT. 3|s1'. JULY Il97l. 

THE BOREE LOG 
DRUMMOND ST. 

CARLTON. 
WORKSHOPS 

1. BRITISH - PETER PARKHILL - 1 0 . 0 0  - 12.00. 
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THE VOICE OF 
AUSTRALIANS AT WAR 

A series of live weekly programs portraying in sound the 
Australian people's experience of war through folk and popular 
songs, poetry, extracts from diaries. letters and contemporary 
accounts and reminiscences. 

Devised and written by folk historian Graham Seal and 
presented by Alistair Duncan with appearances by noted folk 
musicians and artists. Produced for the ABC by Nancy Tow. 
l. . Soldiers of the Queen (November 15): Songs. pOetry and 

music of the everyday Australian who fought in. and waited 
through, the Empire's wars. 

2. Australia Will Be There (November 22): Australians at war 
from 1916 through to 1919 

3. The Home Front: 1915 - 1939 (eember 29): On active 
service abroad and fighting the great depression at home. 

4. The Long and the Short and the Tall (December 6): Songs 
and poetry of Australian men and women on active service 
during World War ll. 

5. When This Bloody Was is Over (December 13): From nylons 
and gum in World War II, to pot and protest in the Vietnam 

. years. 
ABC Radio 2 and 3, Thursdays at 8.00 pm from November 15 

(SA and NT at 7.30 pm,- No Radio 3 in WA and Tas) 
SYDNEY ZFC 576, CANBERRA ZCY 846, NEWCASTLE ZNA 1512, 
MELBOURNE 3AR 621, BRISBANE 4QG 792, ADELAIDE SCL 729, 

PERTH 6WN 810, HOBART 7ZL 603 ' 
Aswan 

3 .  AMERICAN - PAUL TARRANT - 4 .00  - 6.00.  
ADMISSION - 60¢ 

ROYAL PARK HALL, ELLIOTT AVE. ,  ROYAL PARK. 

w 
COMHALTAS CEOLTOIRE EIREANN CEICIDH BAND 

“Listed by 
GUEST MUSCIANS AND SINGERS 
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Bring-Year'- Own Birds - Booze - Baske t Supper N .1 . ABC Enterprises will be releasing a set of 3 It C60 cassettes which bill be available for purchase by December- ADMISSION $1 . 00 . . . .. 
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SPECIAL EFFORTL- 
The f i r s t  raffle t o  raise  funds 
f o r  the 1956 Fest iva l  was drawn 
on Friday, 23rd November a t  the 
-Melbourne Folk Club (Racecourse 
H o t e l ) .  The winner was ROWAN 
PATON, who  was  lucky enough t o  
s e l l  himself  the winning t i c k e t .  

A spec ia l  men t ion  m u s t  be made 
of the great  e f f o r t  made by 
KATHY BURGI, who asked f o r ,  and 
sold  ten  books of t i c k e t s  - a 
r e a l l y  marvellous e f f o r t .  

A l l  t i c k e t s  were  s o l d ,  s o  our 
f i r s t  Special  E f f o r t  must  be 
cons idered  a s u c c e s s .  

Books of tickets f o r  the next 
raffle wi l l  be mailed out  early 
i n  the New Year ,  and the r a f f l e  
w i l l  be drawn on Fr iday,  22nd 
March, 1985 ( a t  the Melbourne 
Folk C1ub,wherever  loca ted  a t  
that time. E D . ) .  
FRIENDS FOR F . 0 . G . : -  

A novel idea,  conceived by HUGH 
McEWAN, which is  doing very w e l L  
Hugh has organised func t ions  a t  
home and e l s ewhere ,  and he asks 
f o r  donations of s i l ve r  or gold. 
A l l  proceeds go t o  F . 0 . G .  In 
a month or s o  of operat ing,  Hugh 
has raised $200. Why no t  be-  
come a Friend fo r  F .0 .G.  (now 
af fec t ionate ly  known as Triple-F) 
and organise a B . B . Q . ,  party or 
whatever .  The weather  is  on 
the improve and the days are 
drawing o u t ,  s o  there  i s  real ly  
no  excuse .  

CHRISTMAS HAMPERz- 
Donat ions  f o r  the hamper  are  now 
being a c c e p t e d ,  and t i c k e t s  f o r  
same ( r a f f l e )  are on sale,  a t  
m o s t  fo lk  func t iOns  around Mel -  
bourne .  T i c k e t s  a re  only 500 
each or 3 fo r  $100. Please con- 
t r i b u t e  t o  the hamper and  buy a 
f i s t f u l  of t i c k e t s  as a l l  money 
ra ised w i l l  h e l p  the Fes t iva l .  
I f  you wish t o  e i t h e r  c o n t r i b u t e  
and/or purchase t i c k e t s ,  b u t  do 

20th NATIONAL FOLK FESTIVAL ’8 6 ‘ 
FESTIVAL ORGANISING GROUP 

PC1BOXN0251 
EASTBENTLHGH 

3165 

Please address conespondence Io:— 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER ( C o n t d . )  
not  a t t e n d  the f u n c t i o n s ,  p lease  
contact  F . 0 . G .  (Tel.568 7958) and 
su i t ab l e  ar rangements  w i l l  be made. 

FUND-RAISING:- 

Fund-raising i s  the m o s t  important  
a c t i v i t y  of F . 0 . G .  a t  t h i s  early 
s t a g e ,  and we are appeal ing f o r  
volunteers  t o  work on a Fund-raising 
S u b - C o m m i t t e e .  If you can or  wish 
t o  a s s i s t  i n  any way, please c o n t a c t  
F.0.G.  ( t e l .  568 7958).  Ideas are 
a l so  required fo r  fund-ra is ing  a c t i -  
v i t i e s .  Please l e t  us know i f  you 
have any s u c h  i deas .  

HELP! HELP: 
A wi l l ing  t y p i s t  i s  required by 
F . 0 . G .  (preferably living in  the 
South-Eastern Suburbs) t o  ass is t  
w i t h  the  p repa ra t ion  of l e t t e r s ,  
submissions f o r  grants ,  sponsorship ,  
e t c .  Access  t o  a word p rocesso r ,  
photo-copier  and o ther  mod-cons of 
o f f i ce  work would be m o s t  usefu l  
a l s o .  Please con tac t  F . 0 . G .  
urgently.  

GREETINGS:- 

F . O . G .  wishes a l l  " fo lk ies"  a very 
Merry Chris tmas  and a Happy New Year .  
S o ,  why n o t  arrange a " t r ip l e  F"  
e v e n t  over  the f e s t i v e  s e a s o n  and 
e n j o y  yourse l f  while helping the 
1986 Fest ival  f inances.  

DENIS MERLO 
Fes t iva l  D i r e c t o r  

(on behalf of F .0 .G.)  

F . 0 . G .  Administrat ive D i r e c t o r ,  Lie 
Johns ton  wishes  t o  thank a l l  w h o  
have made d o n a t i o n s  t o  the Hamper,  
and a l s o  t o  Judy T i l l  and Gerry 
McEwan who  made cash d o n a t i o n s  in- 
stdad of buying r a f f l e  t i c k e t s .  A l l  
con t r ibu t ions  - e i t h e r  cash or kind 
grateful ly  accepted .  

ASSISTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN FOLK TRUST INC./ THE MUSIC BOARD OF THE AUSTRALIA COUNCIL 
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W e l l ,  fo lks  this  n e w s l e t t e r ,  having been done in b i t s  and 
pieces ,  w i t h  an awful lo t  of cut t ing ,  pasting and " f i t t i n g  i n "  has 
turned out t o  be a r ea l  "Topsy/Patchwork", but  as i t  i s  my last  - 
have I mentioned t h a t  b e f o r e ' -  I ' m  not greatly worried about i t ;  “We 
unless  of course Judy screams and f a i n t s  when she s e e s  i t .  Never 
mind your next one may be much more manageable.  

Once aga in  I ' d  like t o  thank everyone who has helped me 
wi th  the job over the past years. I have made some good friends 
and m e t  some nice people and got a l o t  of  pleasure out of  i t  - most  
of the time anyway. I should have given i t  away ear l i er  when i t  
s t a r t e d  t o  go sour and I w a s n ' t  g e t t i n g  e i t h e r  pleasure or s a t i s -  
f a c t i o n  out o f  i t  - but  I c a n ' t  he lp  i t  i f  I ' m  pig-headed and hate 
t o  leave a mess  for  other  people t o  s o r t  out .  I d o n ' t  know that 
there i s  much l e s s  sor t ing  out  t o  d o ,  but  having found i t  beyond m e ,  
that becomes someone e I S e ' s  problem too.  

Cheerio peoples,3f61ks and spooks for the last  time. 
. -  a“; J ’5‘. W .. JESS DUNNADGE . 

I '  L 'u).:l~;{: “.1‘3‘F‘ 

* * * * 'N' 'l‘ 'l- * *- 

Contd. frOm Page 2 

The "need t o  know" basis  of exchanging/passing on of infor- 
mation means that erroneous "grapevine" information i s  not corrected 
which i s  bad for  our entire "fo lk" movement s ince  the "grapevine" i s  
or appears t o  be the favoured means of communication for  s o  many 
peeple - an ins tance :  on 28th a t  the Commercial C l u b ,  I heard that 
t h a t  was the l a s t  n ight .  How many others  heard the same? How 
many checked by phone? How many j u s t  d i d n ' t  turn up t o  the next 
one? 

How many Folk Clubs over the years have opened, run for 
a f ew  weeks and advert i sed ,  and c l o s e d  before the "grapevine" had 
circulted enough t o  ge t  people interested? 

Personal ly ,  I have rece ived  j u s t  as many enquiries by 
phone in the l a s t  f e w  months as  when I was Secretary ,  and because 

I had been "out  of a c t i o n "  was unable t o  give the required infor- 
mation because non-one thought i t  necessary t o  l e t  me know. Maybe 
those people rang the numbers I gave them and maybe they d i d n ' t ,  but 
i t  points up the problems of hugging information.  I guess "knowing 
samething" than no-one e l s e  does ( o r  only a very small group of c lose  
c r o n i e s )  i s  one way of  boost ing the e g o ,  but i t ' s  a t  the c o s t  of 
fragmenting what support we have and t o  a certain ex tent  fos ter ing  a 
considerable amount of i l l - f ee l ing  and suspicion among the more con-  
cerned and in teres ted  of our members. 

* * * * * * * * * 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR MERRY 
- TO ALL OF YOU - DRIVE}SAFELY AND HAVE A WHALE OF A TIME OVER XMAS AND 

THE NEW Y E A R ! ! ! !  CHEERS"" O . . .  
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