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        ATTENTION ALL BALL (& NON-BALL) LOVERS: 

OUR ANNUAL WOOLSHED BALL IS THIS MONTH 

ON SATURDAY 24TH  MAY  -  details inside, p.10 
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Club Sessions 

Tuesdays, 7.30—10.15 pm, East 
Ringwood Community Hall (enter from 
Knaith Road, off Dublin Road) (Melway 
50B8). Supportive round-robin sessions 
where all are welcome for singing, 
reciting, performing, workshops etc. $5. 
Contact Don (0407-737-202)/
www.vfmc.org.au 
 
Guest Performer Concert 

On the second Tuesday of the month 
(instead of the weekly session) a concert 
is held featuring top acoustic performers. 
Ringwood East Community Hall. 
Concerts start with open stage acts at 
8pm, finishing 10.15pm. $12. $10 conces 
and members, kids no charge. Contact 
0407 737 202 / www.vfmc.org.au 

By-Ear Sessions 
Join us to learn how to play by following 
someone on: 

· first Thursday, 8.00pm (at Harry’s 
place) 

"�����#����"�������"�����#����"�������"�����#����"�������"�����#����"�������� ���

· Second Tuesday, 10:15 pm (after 
the Ringwood Folk Guest Night 

· Every Monday, 8:00 pm, (fiddles 
and mandolins at Harry’s place.) 

· Most Saturdays, 11:00am, all 
instruments and singing, busking 
opposite the railway station in 
Ringwood East 

Harry Gardner: (03) 9870 8998, 0408 708 998 / 
www.vfmc.org.au 
 

Ringwood Colonial Dance 

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of 
every month except January 8-11pm at 
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence Grove. A different band is 
featured each month and all ages are 
welcome. $12, $10 concession and 
members, kids no charge. 
 
Contact: 9762-1389 / www.vfmc.org.au 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

  1st  
By-Ear session 

 

2nd 3rd 
VFMC Dance 

 
4th 

 
5th 

Fiddles 
6th 

Club session 
7th 8th 

 
9th 

 
10th 

 

11h 12th 
Fiddles 

13th 
Guest Night 

14th 15th 16th 17th 

18th 19th 
Fiddles 

 

20th 
Club session 

21st 22nd 23rd 24th 
 
 

25th 
 
 

26th 
Fiddles 

 

27th 
Club session 

 

28th 29th 
 
 

30th 
 
 

31st 
 

1st 2nd 
Fiddles 

3rd 
Club session 

4th 5th 
By-Ear session 

 
 

6th 7th 
VFMC Dance 
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It was another superb concert with a capacity audience again (two months in a row).  
I don’t think we’ve ever had such a variety of genres in our Spot Act segment 
before, with so many lining up that unfortunately many had to be turned away.  I 
think the popularity of our young Guest artists, The Mae Trio, must have got around. 
I was MC for the evening and after welcoming everyone, I introduced 
Chris Healy to start the evening with another of his quirky poems—
about the misadventures of Rick O’Hay, a farmer who decided to 
become a highwayman.  It didn’t end well - he suffocated inside his 
mask after being reprimanded by a priest he tried to rob. 

Tina Nabb entertained us singing two of her compositions 
accompanied by her ukulele.  It was her first solo performance in front 
of an audience. The first was a clever song about computers and the 
second showed us another side to the Dandenongs.  Not exactly 
peaceful and quiet but her house is in a very busy spot near roads and 
trains and traffic.  Well done Tina. 

Next I was happy to introduce three young people 
who haven’t been to our club before, who heard 
about us through their singing teacher.  They gave us a 
change of pace. The Davis Trio is comprised of Luke, 
Edmond and Sarah - two guitarists and three 
vocalists.  They sang “Say something” by Christina Aguilera and an INXS song.  It 
was great seeing kids take the opportunity to play to quite a big 
audience. Dominic followed with a more familiar song to most of 
us, ‘The Black Velvet Band’ and also ‘Jim Jones’. A dynamic a- 

capella group, ‘Platinum’, followed, 
performing ‘Who’s Sorry Now’ and ‘My 
Foolish Heart’. Then Matts from Sweden 
����������	
����
�
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He is a very accomplished guitarist and 
singer and sang two of his own songs – 

‘Dragonfly’ and ‘Look into the Future’. 
Alan entertained us all with a parody of ‘My darling Clementine’ 
which of course culminated in us all singing the song. 

Alex then recited one of his clever poems, “The Life 
and Times of a Huntsman’ and sang a song called 
“Navigator”.  Maggie wound up the spot acts 
with a light-hearted poem she’d just written 
called ‘Mozzed’ about a very persistent 
mosquito. 

 
 

Guest Artist Night, April 2014 
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Guest Artist Night, April 2014 

After a quick supper break the main act 
was introduced. 

The Mae Trio are three young musicians 
from central Victoria and we saw why 
they are fast making a name for 
themselves on the Australian folk music 
scene. The girls are accomplished song 
writers, instrumentalists, and harmony 
singers.  Maggie Rigby plays banjo and ukulele, Elise Rigby plays fiddle and ukulele, 
and Anita Hillman plays bass and cello, and they all sing with many great harmonies. 

They sang songs about everyday life - their own life experiences.  First song was ‘My 
Love of Rain’ written by Maggie after there was a drought in the Mallee, then a song 
for little sister Mary, ‘Find my way Back’ written after she moved out of the family 
home. These were followed by two songs written by Elise. The first one was about 
backpacking in Canada, followed by a song about Maggie moving out of home (seems 
to be a big event in the Rigby family!). 

Maggie wrote the next two songs. The first one 
was written after she saw the movie ‘Duchess’ and 
the next song was a humorous one based on an 
unsuccessful blind date. A blues style song about 
VCE followed. Then a beautiful song that Maggie 
wrote about her happy grandmother who has 
Alzheimer’s. Elise’s song about comparing oneself 
to other musicians and Maggie’s song to her banjo 

that was left on the train to Munich (she did get it back) rounded off the set. These girls 
have great ability and imagination and were thoroughly entertaining. 

Thanks to all who contributed to a successful night - those many helpers setting up and 
cleaning up, to the Spot Acts for sharing their music and the wonderful audience. Next 
month we have Redcat comprised of Rob Carroll, Mike Daley and Kerry Dawson who 
are presenting a tribute to those icons of the folk revival era: Peter, Paul and Mary and 
Pete Seeger. 

…   -  ����������	
������
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The Dance Page 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1st May 
Colonial 

Beginners  

2nd 
 

3rd 
VFMC dance 

Comhaltas 

4th 
TSDAV 
Dance 

Workshop 

5th 
Irish  

Scottish 
 

6th 
English 

 

7th 
Irish or  

Colonials 

8th 
Colonial 

Beginners 
Scottish 

 

9th 
  

10th 
  Scottish 

 

11th 
Claddagh 

12th 
Irish 

Scottish 
 

13th 
English 

 
 

14th  
Irish  

15th 
Colonial 

16th 
 

17th. 

18th 
Welsh 

19th 
Irish 

Scottish 

20th 
English 

21st 
Irish or  

Colonials 

22nd 
Scottish 

23rd 24th 
V.F.M.C. 
Woolshed 

Ball 
25th 

Claddagh 
Contra 

26th 
Irish 

Scottish 

27th 
English 

28th 
Irish or 

Colonials 

29th 
 

30th 31st 

             

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1st 
TSDAV 
Dance  

Workshop 

2nd 
Irish 

Scottish 

3rd 
English 

4th 
Irish or  

Colonials 
 

5th 
 

6th 7th 
VFMC Dance 

Comhaltas 
 

8th 
 

9th 
Irish 

Scottish 
 

10th 
English 

 

11th 
Irish or 

Colonials 
 

12th 
 Scottish 

 

13th 
 

14th 
Scottish 

  

 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 

Diary Dates for early June 2014 
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The Dance Page  
 

     V.F.M..C. Woolshed Ball  -  Emu Creek Bush Band 

    St David’s Uniting Church, Corner Mont Albert and Burke Roads, 

    Canterbury. 8 pm—12.30 pm.  Contact Jane: 9762-1389 
 

Claddagh Irish set dancing at St Georges Anglican Church, Warncliffe 
Rd Ivanhoe. 2-5pm. Contact Rod: 9497-1793 

VFMC Colonial Dance at East Ringwood Scout Hall (Dec. only), Knaith Rd 
Reserve, East Ringwood, 8-11 pm. Contact Jane: 9762-1389 

Irish Monday Dancing at The Quiet Man pub, Racecourse Road, 
Flemington, 8-10 p.m.  Contact Marie 9471-0690 

Irish Wednesday Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle St, Collingwood, 
8-10pm. Contact Marie: 9471-0690 

English Dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House,                  
7  Greenwood Street, Burwood, 8-10pm. Contact George: 
9890-5650.  

Colonial Wednesday Social dance classes at Collingwood Senior Citizens Hall, 
Eddy Crt, Abbotsford, 8-10pm. Contact Coral 9885-6109   

Colonial Thursday Australian Colonial Bush Dance: Ashburton Uniting Church, 
3 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton, 7.30-10pm. Coral: 9885-6109 

Colonial Beginners Dancing at Ashburton Uniting Church, 3 Ashburn Grove, 
Ashburton, 7.30-10pm. Contact Coral: 9885-6109 

Welsh Dancing Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills, 2-4.30pm 
Contact Ian: 9878-2414 

TSDAV Sunday: The Eleventh Hour Theatre Hall, cnr Gore & 
Leicester Sts, Fitzroy    Contact Norm Ellis 9888-5332     

Contra Dance Northcote Uniting Church Hall, 251 High St, Northcote, 7.30
-10.30pm. Contact George 9890-5650/Gary 9481-3386 

Scottish Mon. & Sat.  Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke 
Road, Deepdene, 8 pm   Contact: 
Deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com 

Scottish Thursday Taggerty Hall, Maroondah Highway at Taggerty, corner of 
Thornton Rd. 7-9pm. Contact Di Gaylard: 5963-3277 or 
musicman@virtual.net.au 

 
 _________________________________ 
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BOOK REVIEW:  THE BILLY THAT DIED WITH ITS BOOTS ON  
by Stephen Whiteside 

Stephen Whiteside’s newly published poetry book, ‘The Billy that Died with its 
Boots On and Other Australian Verse’ is truly a treasure!  Stephen has been 
writing poetry for over 30 years, with many of his 
poems published in magazines or anthologies in 
Australia and overseas. However, this is a first of 
its kind and is essentially a book for children, 
more specifically Australian children, although 
much of the verse will also resonate with many 
adults. The book contains 65 poems of varying 
length and style, which are grouped according to 
theme, e.g. ‘Around the House’, ‘Anyone for 
Sport?’, ‘Out in the Bush’, ‘Birds and Beasts’ and 
even a slightly surreal ‘Dinosaurs’ section. 
True to his interesting introduction, Stephen in his 
distinctive rhythmic, rhyming verse clearly shows 
the influence of Banjo Paterson and C.J. Dennis on his work. However, he adapts 
it to his own experiences and observations in the 20th and early 21st centuries.  
Such lines as:   It’s great to see the opening ball, as through the goals it flies, 
      But it’s nothing to the glory of the saucing of the pies. 
will surely stir every footy/pie-loving Melburnian’s heart, as will ‘The Dumper’ 
connect with all  of us wannabe surfers who’ve had the excruciating experience 
of being dumped like “a rag doll” in the sea: 
  Then suddenly I found that I’d been spat upon the shore. 
  I scrambled quickly to my feet, and headed back for more! 
 
The full gamut of a young child’s world is explored in Stephen’s insightful and at 
times eerily unpredictable verse – from the comforts of home to the mystery of 
the bush and delights of the beach and snow, with the occasional dinosaur, 
Martian, elephant or even dragon in the chookhouse thrown in. In terms of sheer 
imagination, ‘The Nose of a Horse’ probably takes the cake, with the poet 
becoming “a small puff of wind” that prefers to be in one place only: 
  You ask me which nostrils I truly endorse? 
  It’s blissful to drift in the nose of a horse! 
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However, more serious themes are not shirked, with ‘A Couple of Heroes’ – Simpson and 
his donkey and Ned Kelly’s heroic rescue of a drowning boy – tackled in two evocative 
and historical poems, the latter ‘The Sash’ having been awarded The Golden Gumleaf 
(Children’s Poem of the Year) Australian Bush Laureate Award in 2013.  [This poem has 
also just been put to music by Maggie Somerville.]  The Aussie bushfire too, with all its 
power and terror, is conveyed superbly from a child’s perspective: 
  Daddy’s gripped the wheel so hard his knuckles have turned white, 
  The smoke is now so thick and dense the day has turned to night. 

with even some educational words of wisdom included: 

  Teddy said he’s very hot. He wants his vest removed. 
  I’ve said that he must keep it on, for scientists have proved 
  The clothing will protect him from the fire’s searing heat - 
  And then I start to worry he has nothing on his feet. 

 

The book has been appropriately and brilliantly illustrated by Lauren 
Merrick with paper cut-outs that suit perfectly Stephen’s wacky 
Aussie verse. In fact, the whole layout of the book is most impressive 
– from the front cover (with kangaroos reminiscent of our long-lost 
pennies) to the back cover, to the poem titles with their funny mix of 
old & new fonts. The poem, partially quoted on the back cover and 
from which the book takes its title, is actually in limerick style and 
humorously describes the loss of a well-worn, much loved billy on a 
bushwalk or camping trip that so many of us can hopefully relate to.   

 

‘The Billy that Died with its Boots on and Other 
Australian Verse’ is published by Walker Books, 
RRP $19.95.  It will be officially launched at 3 pm on 
on Sunday 18th May, 2014 at Readings Bookshop 
(701 Glenferrie Rd) in Hawthorn.  A significant 
and welcome new piece of Australian literature, in 
the tradition of household names like Paterson and 
C.J. Dennis, has been born. The ideal gift for your 
child or grandchild, or even just for yourself  -  but 
definitely not to be missed!! 

             -  ����������	
�����������������  
                  photos by Trevor Voake 

 



Australian Tradition 10 May 2014 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        



Australian Tradition 11 May 2014  

 

   
CONGRATULATIONS TO WINNERS! 

BUSH MUSIC CLUB’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
SONG, TUNE & VERSE WRITING COMPETITION 

 
To celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Bush Music Club (based in New South 
Wales) last year, a competition was held for song, tune and verse writing, as well 
as dance, with an Australian flavour.  
 
The winners and runners-up in the Song, Tune and Verse Writing categories 
were recently announced, and what a scoop for Victoria—and for the VFMC—it 
has been! 
 
POETRY: 
1st  -  Australian Dreaming  by Stephen Whiteside 
Runners up  -  That’s My Spot  by Noel May 
                     -  Women of the West  by Allen Davis 
 
SONGS: 
1st  -  The Reedy River Still Runs  by Bruce Watson 
Runner up  -  Waratah Bay  by Maggie Somerville 
 
TUNES: 
1st  -  Yabby Catcher  by Maggie Somerville 
Runners up  -  Purple Jenny  by Maggie Somerville 
                     -  Macavity  by Claire Doherty 
 
First prize winners in each category will receive a cheque for $100 in the near 
future and winning entries will be published in the June issue of ‘Mulga Wire’. 
 
Unfortunately and mysteriously, the dance competition judging has been delayed 
but the Bush Music Club says that results will be announced for it as soon as 
possible……..a little bird says that at least two Victorians have entered, so 
maybe this will be a clean sweep for Victoria in all four categories. 
 
See next pages for VFMC members Stephen Whiteside’s winning poem, 
‘Australian Dreaming’, and Maggie Somerville’s winning tune, ‘Yabby Catcher’. 
Next issue of ‘Tradition’ will include Bruce Watson’s winning song: ‘The Reedy 
River Still Runs’ - which he performed beautifully at the Sunset Concert on 
Sunday 6th April at our Community Hall (with proceeds going to Oxfam). 
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                       Australian Dreaming 
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It’s the noisy, smoggy city where we congregate today. 
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You talk of Kata Tjuta, like a buried monster’s spine. 
It’s in the boutique restaurants we like to meet and dine. 
 
You talk of white Australia, and the mountains capped with snow, 
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Or hibernating possums fast asleep beneath a drift. 
We like a bright skyscraper with a fast ascending lift. 
 
You talk of blue Australia, with its narrow rim of sand, 
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Whale sharks up at Ningaloo, or dolphins in the surf. 
The bitumen and footpath offer more familiar turf. 
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The nesting cassowaries, or the stealthy thylacine, 
But we prefer the steady purr of petrol-fuelled machine. 
 
We don’t think of Australia as we make our busy way 
Through the surging hordes and traffic of another hectic day. 
“No room for sentiment,” we say, but all’s not as it seems. 
Australia comes, with scented gums, and greets us in our dreams. 
 
 
  -  by Stephen Whiteside, 2013 
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        Having a great time at our last bush dance in East Ringwood! 
               -  photo by Trevor Voake 
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SOCIAL NIGHT at CHELSEA YACHT CLUB  

 ‘The Man They Call The Banjo’ 

Live On Stage 

7:30pm - Saturday 10th May 

Chelsea Yacht Club, Chelsea, Victoria 

Tickets $37 inclusive of light Supper  

A musical theatre piece By Felix Meagher and Dennis O'Keeffe 

about the secret love story behind the writing of Australia's favourite song, 
Waltzing Matilda .  

To see a demo of the show on you tube go to: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=WEhI0-gd8JU  

Bookings via: http://www.trybooking.com/ESGZ   or contact Jim McAlinden on 
0400-267-894 / jim.mcalinden@optusnet.com.au 

  

V.F.M.C.—ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The AGM will be held this year on Sunday 22nd  June, 2014 at The Community 
Hall, Knaith Road Reserve, Knaith Rd, Ringwood East. (Melways 50 B8) 

Please bring along instruments for an informal session afterwards. 

 

AUSSIE FOLK QUIZ 
 

1) Who wrote the words for ‘Waltzing Matilda?   2) How many well-known 
different tunes for it are there?  3)  Who wrote the tune for the ‘Billy Tea’ 
version of ‘Waltzing Matilda’?  4) What year were the words for this song 
written?  5) Who were the song’s first publishers?  6) What does the term 
‘waltzing matilda’ actually mean? 
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Bendigo Folk Club 

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680 
buzza@bendigo.net.au 
Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each 
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the 
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo 

Bush Dance and Music Club  
of Bendigo Inc 

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third 
Saturday every month.  Contact Dianne 
Pearse (dpearse@iinet.net.au) 5442-1715 or 
Mary Smith 5442-1153 
(secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au) for 
details. 

Berwick and District Folk Club 

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,  
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264 
badfolk@optusnet.com.au 
Featured artist 3rd Friday February to 
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34 
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806 
www.badfolk.org.au 

Boite World Music Cafe 

Therese Virtue,, 03 9417 1983 
boite@boite.asn.au 
Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1 
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au 

Geelong Folk Music Club 

Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749, 
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty 
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from 
around the country and overseas. Sessions 
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap 
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events 
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30 
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel  Max. 
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.   
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/ 

Comholtas (Collingwood) 

Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month, 
starting at 7.30pm.  Supper provided 

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club 

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403 
Local musicians and concert opportunities. 
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers 
www.musicclub.org 

Ranges Burrinja Folk Club 

Andrew Jackson, 03 97567398 or  
0402 473 897 
mail@drfolk.com.au 
Guest artist, last Friday of  month 
Burrinja Cultural Centre, 351 Glenfern Rd, 
Upwey Vic (Mel Ref 75B12) 
www.rangesburrinjafolk.org/home.html 

Selby Folk Club 

David Miller, 03 9751 1218 
miller@a1.com.au 
1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby 
Community House Minok Reserve 

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub 

Peninsula Folk Club 

First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston 
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street 
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm 
on.  Carparking, great facilities, no stairs. 

peninsulafolkclub.org.au 

Yea Acoustic Jam Session  

First Friday of the month at the Yea 
Community House (part of the Library 
Complex) 7.30 p.m.  All levels of musicians 
and singers most welcome—$2.00 entry.  It 
is run by Rick and Lee Vengeance, phone 
5772 0357 during business hours or see 
Fairly Folk facebook page for more details. 

Ballarat Folk Gathering 

1st Sunday of the month 2PM(except January) 
Held at Ballarat South Community Hub 
11 Tuppen Drive, Sebastopol 
Contacts for information: Caron:  5331-9776             
                 Graeme: 5345-5551 
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Secretary 
Don Gingrich 
Telephone:  9879 8761   
Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au 

Ringwood East Folk Club 
Don Fraser 
Telephone   0407 737 202 
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au 

Family Bush Dance 
Jane Bullock          
Telephone  9762 1389 
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au 

Concert Party Engagements 
Maree Buttler 
Telephone:  9733 0802 
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au 

To join the VFMC, fill in this 
Application Form and post to: 

 
VFMC Secretary,  
P.O. Box 215, 
Ringwood East, Victoria 3135 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Name: ....................................................................................................................... 
 
Address: .................................................................................................................... 
 
Phone Contact: …………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Email: ………………………………………………..…………………………….. 

THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC 
CLUB INCORPORATED 

 
INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB  

Members of the VFMC are entitled to - 
· The monthly Club Newsletter 
· Concessions at Club events 
· Discounts on Club publications 
· Discounts on Club CD’s and cassettes 
· Affiliation with other organisations 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE      (select          ) 
 
City/Suburban - 
 Single    $25 
 Family   $30 
 Junior    $15 
 Student   $20 
 Single Pensioner $20 
 Pensioner Family $25 
 
Country - 
 Single   $20 
 Family   $25 

Newsletter Delivery:      (select         ) 
(both may be selected if desired)  
 By Email 
and / or 
 By Post 

VFMC Postal Address 

P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. 
3135 

VFMC Website 

http://www.vfmc.org.au 


