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THE OCTOBER WOOLSHED BALL WILL BE HELD AS A 
TRIBUTE TO PETER ELLIS. TO THIS END PLEASE CALL 

JANE BULLOCK ON 9762-1389 IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 

PARTICIPATE AS A MUSICIAN OR A CALLER. 
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Club Sessions 

Tuesdays, 7.30—10.15 pm, East 
Ringwood Community Hall (enter from 
Knaith Road, off Dublin Road) (Melway 
50B8). Supportive round-robin sessions 
where all are welcome for singing, 
reciting, performing, workshops etc. $5. 
Contact Don (0407-737-202)/
www.vfmc.org.au 
 
Guest Performer Concert 

On the second Tuesday of the month 
(instead of the weekly session) a concert 
is held featuring top acoustic performers. 
Ringwood East Community Hall. 
Concerts start with open stage acts at 
8pm, finishing 10.15pm. $12. $10 conces 
and members, kids no charge. Contact 
0407 737 202 / www.vfmc.org.au 

By-Ear Sessions 
Join us to learn how to play by following 
someone on: 

������&������������������&������������������&������������������&������������� ���

· first Thursday, 8.00pm (at Harry’s 
place) 

· Second Tuesday, 10:15 pm (after 
the Ringwood Folk Guest Night 

· Every Monday, 8:00 pm, (fiddles 
and mandolins at Harry’s place.) 

· Most Saturdays, 11:00am, all 
instruments and singing, busking 
opposite the railway station in 
Ringwood East 

Harry Gardner: (03) 9870 8998, 0408 708 998 / 
www.vfmc.org.au 
 

Ringwood Colonial Dance 

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of 
every month except January 8-11pm at 
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence Grove. A different band is 
featured each month and all ages are 
welcome. $12, $10 concession and 
members, kids no charge. 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1st September 
Club Session 

2nd 
 

3rd 
By-ear Session 

4th 5th     
VFMC Dance 

Blackberry 
Jam 

Wattle Day 
6th 

 
7th 

Fiddles 
8th 

Guest Night 
9th 10th 

 
 

11th 
 

12th 
 

13th 14th 
Fiddles 

15th 
Club Session 

16th 17th 18th 19th 

20th 21st 
Fiddles 

 

22nd 
Club Session 

 

23rd 24th 
 

25th 26th 
 
 

27th 28h 
Fiddles 

 

29th 
Club Session 

30th 1st October 
By-Ear Session 

 
 
 

2nd 
 

3rd 
VFMC Dance 

 

4th 5th 
 

6th 
Club Session 

 

7th 8th 
 
 
 
 
 

9th 10th 
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Guest Artist Night, August 2015 

This was destined to be a difficult night:  the water supply was out of 
action, a 7.45 start, a large number of spot applicants, and our guest act 
requiring set-up. The MC was Stephen who did a great job under these 

trying circumstances. He introduced Alex as first spot act 
who presented his poem The Wrecking Yard Of Broken 
Dreams, about the lemons we encounter in our lives (cars, 
washing machines) and sang Love me Tender. This was 
followed by Maree who sang Henry Lawson's poem The 
Team. Frances recited a poem about her father, an eventual 
victim of the Montebello Island bomb tests many years ago. 
Then Overjoyed about seeing progress in her son's battle 

with drugs. 

Wal sang the Sydney Carter song Lord Of 
The Dance. Pat, Colin, Brian and Rob are 
The Soopa Doopa Bush Band and they 
sang The Drover's Dream then followed 
with The Irish Washerwoman. Dominic 
then sang Working Man and a fine song 
penned by spouse Bette called Men Of 
Patenza about the Italian immigrant experience. 

Each week Ray and Joan 
Mundy lead a half hour 

singing session from the Joy Durst book, 
and joined by Dominic, Collin, Graham 
and Maree they sang The Catalpa, before 
Joan and Ray teamed Lionel for a lively 
set of jigs. 

This month the audience was treated 
to a support act, the Shearers Tally 
Band, Garry, Ian and Lionel. They 
presented a bracket of songs and 
tunes which included a medley of 
jigs, The Lachlan Tigers, Dueling 
Banjoes and Man From Kiandra. 
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Our guest artist this night was one of Jan 'Yarn' 
Wositzky's fascinating historical expos� s featuring 
song, poetry, story and visual aids. The theme was 
'Cannakkle. Gallipoplli. Lest we forget'. Jan 
cleverly combined stories and songs from both the 
ANZAC and the Turkish sides of the conflict as he 
told the bigger story of politics and incidents 
leading up to the incident. His stories contrasted the 
jubilation and gaiety at the prospects for adventure 
with the dread fear, the mental cripples, the terrible 
waste and the smells of death. The story of Simpson 

and his donkey was told, and some of his 
impressions of his own visit to Turkey and Gallipoli 
in 2003, including the Gallipoli industry. 
While this was by no means a fun or joyous 
presentation it was however highly informative and 
spellbinding in content. The stories Jan told of the 
mutual respect the 
soldiers on the 
opposite sides of 
the trenches had 

for each other would have invoked a contented 
admiration in the audience were it not immediately 
countered by the fact that each was duty bound to 
kill each other. The tragedy of the old Turkish 
firewood collector was told, he was hastily shot as 
he could have had a grenade under his coat. 
Once we were enemies, now we are friends. Lest 
we forget. An excellent, sobering and very 
important piece of story telling from Jan Wositzky. 
 
Many thanks to all who assisted this night - Alex for negotiating with the users of 
the Senior Citizens hall for water for the supper and use of the toilets, Harry for 
helping Jan set up, George for bringing along some splendid posters, and those who 
took part in the concert. Christine Wheeler from NSW will be along next month and 
will be joined by Leigh Birkett, Jane Thompson and James Rigby for a concert of 
songs from Henry Lawson. Should be good. 
  
              -  ���������	
����
����
��������������	��  
 
 

Guest Artist Night, August 2015 
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The Dance Page 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes-
day 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 1st 
 

2nd 
 

3rd 
 
 

4th 5th 
VFMC Dance 

Blackberry 
Jam 

Wattle Day 
Festival 

6th 
 

7th 
Irish  

Scottish 

8th 
English 

9th 
Irish or 

Colonials 
 

10th 
Scottish 

 

11th 
 
  

12th 
Scottish 

   
 

13th 
Claddagh 

 

14th 
Irish  

Scottish 

15th 
English 

 

16th  
Irish or 

Colonials 
 

17th 
Colonials 

 
 

18th 
 
 

19th 
 

20th 
Welsh 

 
 

21st 
Irish  

Scottish 
 
 

22nd 
English 

 
 

23rd 
Irish or 

Colonials 
 
 

24th 
Colonials 
beginners 

 

25th 
 
 

26th 
 
 

27th 
Claddagh 

Contra 
 
 
 

28th 
Irish  

Scottish 
 
 
 

29th 
English 

 
 
 

30th 
Irish or 

Colonials 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1st 
 

2nd 
 

3rd 
VFMC Dance 
Borederline 

Kaylee 

4th 
 
 
 

5th 
Irish or 
Scottish 

 

6th 
English 

 
 

7th 
Irish  

Colonials 
 

8th 
Scottish 

 
 

9th 
 

10th 
Scottish 

 
 

       

Diary dates for October: 

Diary dates for September: 
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The Dance Page  

 Old Time Tea Dance:  Hall, St David’s Uniting Church Hall, 74  

 Melville Road, Brunswick West.  4.30-9.30pm. Contact: Norm Ellis  

988-85332 ___________________________________________ 
                                                             

Claddagh Irish set dancing at St Georges Anglican Church, Warncliffe 
Rd, Ivanhoe. 2-5pm. Contact Rod: 9497-1793 

VFMC Dance Colonial dancing at Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence Grove, Ringwood East, 8-11 pm. Contact Jane: 
9762-1389 

Irish Monday Dancing at The Quiet Man pub, Racecourse Road, 
Flemington, 8-10 p.m.  Contact Marie: 9471-0690 

Irish Wednesday Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle St, Collingwood, 
8-10pm. Contact Marie: 9471-0690 

English Dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House,                  
7  Greenwood Street, Burwood, 8-10pm. Contact George: 
9890-5650.  

Colonial Wednesday Social dance classes at Collingwood Senior Citizens Hall, 
Eddy Crt, Abbotsford, 8-10pm. Contact Coral : 9885-6109   

Colonial Thursday & Colonial Beginners Australian Colonial/Bush Dance: Ashburton 
Uniting Church, 3 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton, 7.30-10pm. 
Contact Coral: 9885-6109 

Welsh Dancing Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills, 
204.30pm. Contact Ian: 9878-2414 

TSDAV Sunday: The Eleventh Hour Theatre Hall, cnr Gore & 
Leicester Sts, Fitzroy    Contact Norm Ellis: 9888-5332     

Contra Dance Northcote Uniting Church Hall, 251 High St, Northcote, 7.30
-10.30pm. Contact George 9890-5650/Gary 9481-3386 

Scottish Mon. & Sat.  Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke 
Road, Deepdene, 8 pm   Contact: 
Deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com 

Scottish Thursday Taggerty Hall, Maroondah Highway at Taggerty, corner of 
Thornton Rd. 7-9pm. Contact Di Gaylard: 5963-3277 or 
musicman@virtual.net.au 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
                         
The V.F.M.C. would like to offer their condolences to Paul Harsant and siblings on their 

recent loss of their mother. 
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C.J. DENNIS POETRY FESTIVAL 
 
This year's Toolangi C. J. Dennis Poetry Festival promises to be the biggest and the 
best ever! If you only come once, come this year! 
Why? Because 2015 marks the centenary of the publication in 1915 of the most 
successful book of poetry ever published in Australia, "The Songs of a Sentimental 
Bloke" by C.J. Dennis. 
 
We have many great performers on the programme for 2015. The highlight of the 
festival will undoubtedly be the performance of "The Sentimental Bloke" by 
Geoffrey W. Graham, with support roles provided by Jim Haynes and myself. John 
Derum, who has done so much to keep the legacy of Dennis alive, and was a smash 
hit at last year's festival, will also be in attendance on the Sunday. 
 
The afternoon and evening of Saturday 17th October, and the morning and afternoon 
of Sunday 18th October will be jam-packed with great performers and performances. 
Delicious tucker will be available for sale at the festival venue ("The Singing 
Gardens" in Toolangi) or, if you prefer, you can bring your own and eat it in the 
beautiful surrounds of the magnificent rhododendrons first planted by Dennis' wife, 
Biddy. There is also the glorious copper beech tree planted to commemorate the visit 
to C.J. Dennis' home in Toolangi by the English Poet Laureate John Masefield in 
1934. 
 
Accommodation is limited in Toolangi, but we will be opening up a paddock for all 
those with camper vans or mobile homes. 
 
The olde-worlde yet luxurious Strathvea Guest House is but a short drive down the 
Myers Creek Road, and there is plenty of accommodation available in nearby Yarra 
Glen and Healesville. 
 
No matter how you look at it, there is only one place to be on the weekend of 17th 
and 18th October - The Toolangi C.J. Dennis Poetry Festival at "The Singing 
Gardens" in Toolangi! 
 
Stephen Whiteside 
President  
The C.J. Dennis Society 
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 . 

YOUR NEW V.F.M.C  COMMITTEE—2015 

WITH HARRY GARDNER, OUTGOING PRSIDENT 

(missing from the photo is Steve Bullock) 

 

   -  Photo by Trevor Voake     
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At the recent Annual General Meeting of the Victorian Folk Music 
Committee, there were several changes to the Committee. 

The following office bearers are now as follows:- 

 President:  Michael Crichton 

 Vice President: Trevor Voake 

 Secretary:  Greg Woodruff 

 Treasurer:  Don Fraser 

 Committee:  Terry Anderson, Steve Bullock, Jane Bullock,  

    Maree Buttler, Stan Ciuchak & Don Gingrich 

 Concert Party Convenor: Maree Buttler 

 Dance Co-ordinator:   Jane Bullock 

 Newsletter Editor:      Maggie Somerville 

 Memberships: Trevor Voake 

 Tuesday Concert Night Sub-Committee:   Maree Buttler and Greg 

           Woodruff 

________________________________________________________ 

  

At last  

  bush 

  dance 

(photo: 

Trevor) 
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 Last newsletter featured an article on the Irish tin or penny whistle. 
However, in certain situations this instrument is something else…….  
       A DEADLY WEAPON  -  by Maggie Somerville (2015) 
They took my whistle at the court      Now some of you are pleading 
And at the airport too,        While in agony you writhe 
���������	�
����
������������������       Towards the fiery furnace speeding 
I’d have left it if I knew        As the grim reaper’s scythe 
       
That an Irish penny whistle’s bad      Transforms itself into this pipe -     
And dangerous as hell,        ������
��������
���  
Though its music aims to make you glad  Like a crucible, the scalding type, 
You just can never tell        A pointy reckoning! 
 
When its evil powers will be unleashed,   And now at last you realise 
��
����������
���	�������         �������������	������	��  
From north to south and west to east      Some gasp in pain,  another cries 
The whistle’s wrath’s unreal       And staggers in a daze 
 
As inside its sweet, melodic holes      As the metal detector pounces 
Demonic spirits lie         ������
��
��������
���
���
�
���  
In wait for unsuspecting souls       Yet another whistle bounces 
Who might be passing by.       And another folkie dies…. 
 
They send their wicked vapours out,      For security is quite deadly 
Each finger hole spews gas       ‘Cause those guys in uniform 
To make you wriggle, twist & shout      Have no love of jig or medley 
And beg for mercy as        All they see is fire and storm. 
 
The cruel mouthpiece spits out fire  So next time when you head for court 
And brimstone fans the flames    Or far places wish to roam,      taught 
Which from your feet climb ever higher Just take on board what you’ve been 
As they bellow out your names.     And leave your whistle at home! 
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CONCERT PARTY REPORT  
(BILLABONG BAND)  

Recent Events: 
Saturday August 22nd  a group of seven (Don Fraser, Frances Lester, Ken  
McGregor,  Sofie Krop,  Harry and myself joined Barry Murnane to entertain 
some Monkami residents with a lively hour’s concert at a Croydon South  
residence. It is great to perform when there is so much interaction with the 
audience. They sang along with a variety of songs and danced the birdie dance 
and the hokey pokey. Great fun was had by all of us. Thanks to all for the effort 
that was put into the program. 
 
Upcoming events: 
Saturday August 30th 12md – 1pm – Hurstbridge Wattle Day Festival 
Saturday 12th September 2pm-3pm – Cherry Tree retirement residence concert 
Sunday November 8th – Maroondah Festival  
 
  -  Maree 9733-0802 (Concert party Convener) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The hardworking band at our last monthly bush dance (photo: Trevor Voake) 

FOLK QUIZ 
1) Does the word ‘billabong’ derive from: (a) 2 aboriginal words, or (b) a 
Scottish Gaelic term, or (c) possibly both?  2) What song made the word 
so famous & who wrote it? 3) What female Australian writer also made 
the word ‘billabong’ so well-known? 
Answers to last quiz:  1) Brittany, Ireland, Scotland, Wales  2) The Gaelic ruling 
class  3) The Republic of Ireland. 
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Bendigo Folk Club 

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680 
buzza@bendigo.net.au 
Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each 
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the 
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo 

Bush Dance and Music Club  
of Bendigo Inc 

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third 
Saturday every month.  Contact Dianne 
Pearse (dpearse@iinet.net.au) 5442-1715 or 
Mary Smith 5442-1153 
(secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au) for 
details. 

Berwick and District Folk Club 

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,  
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264 
badfolk@optusnet.com.au 
Featured artist 3rd Friday February to 
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34 
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806 
www.badfolk.org.au 

Boite World Music Cafe 

Therese Virtue,, 03 9417 1983 
boite@boite.asn.au 
Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1 
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au 

Geelong Folk Music Club 

Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749, 
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty 
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from 
around the country and overseas. Sessions 
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap 
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events 
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30 
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel  Max. 
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.   
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/ 

Comhaltas (Collingwood) 

Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month, 
starts 7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690 

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club 

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403 
Local musicians and concert opportunities. 
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers 
www.musicclub.org 

Ranges Burrinja Folk Club 

Andrew Jackson, 03 97567398 or  
0402 473 897 
mail@drfolk.com.au 
Guest artist, last Friday of  month 
Burrinja Cultural Centre, 351 Glenfern Rd, 
Upwey Vic (Mel Ref 75B12) 
www.rangesburrinjafolk.org/home.html 

Selby Folk Club 

David Miller, 03 9751 1218 
miller@a1.com.au 
1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby 
Community House Minok Reserve 

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub 

Peninsula Folk Club 

First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston 
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street 
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm 
on.  Carparking, great facilities, no stairs. 

peninsulafolkclub.org.au 

Ballarat Folk Gathering 

1st Sunday of the month 2PM(except January) 
Held at Ballarat South Community Hub 
11 Tuppen Drive, Sebastopol 
Contacts for information: Caron:  5331-9776             
                 Graeme: 5345-5551 
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Secretary 
Greg Woodruff 
Telephone:  0418406442   
Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au 

Ringwood East Folk Club 
Don Fraser 
Telephone   0407 737 202 
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au 

Family Bush Dance 
Jane Bullock          
Telephone  9762 1389 
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au 

Concert Party Engagements 
Maree Buttler 
Telephone:  9733 0802 
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au 

To join the VFMC, fill in this 
Application Form and post with 
cheque to: 

 
VFMC Secretary,  
P.O. Box 215, 
Ringwood East, Victoria 3135 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Name: ....................................................................................................................... 
 
Address: .................................................................................................................... 
 
Phone Contact: …………………………………………………………………….. 
 

THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC 
CLUB INCORPORATED 

 
INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB  

Members of the VFMC are entitled to - 
· The monthly Club Newsletter 
· Concessions at Club events 
· Discounts on Club publications 
· Discounts on Club CD’s and cassettes 
· Affiliation with other organisations 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE      (select          ) 
 
City/Suburban - 
 Single    $25 
 Family   $30 
 Junior    $15 
 Student   $20 
 Single Pensioner $20 
 Pensioner Family $25 
 
Country - 
 Single   $20 
 Family   $25 

Newsletter Delivery:      (select         ) 
(both may be selected if desired)  
 By Email 
and / or 
 By Post 

VFMC Postal Address 

P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. 
3135 

VFMC Website 

http://www.vfmc.org.au 


