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V.F.M.C. OCTOBER WOOLSHED BALL—A TRIBUTE TO 
PETER ELLIS.  8—12.30 PM, SATURDAY 17TH OCTOBER, 

KILSYTH HALL, MT DANDENONG ROAD, KILSYTH  

(MELWAYS P51 F5)   CONTACT JANE:  9762-1389 
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Club Sessions 

Tuesdays, 7.30—10.15 pm, East 
Ringwood Community Hall (enter from 
Knaith Road, off Dublin Road) (Melway 
50B8). Supportive round-robin sessions 
where all are welcome for singing, 
reciting, performing, workshops etc. $5. 
Contact Don (0407-737-202)/
www.vfmc.org.au 
 
Guest Performer Concert 

On the second Tuesday of the month 
(instead of the weekly session) a concert 
is held featuring top acoustic performers. 
Ringwood East Community Hall. 
Concerts start with open stage acts at 
8pm, finishing 10.15pm. $12. $10 conces 
and members, kids no charge. Contact 
0407 737 202 / www.vfmc.org.au 

By-Ear Sessions 
Join us to learn how to play by following 
someone on: 

������%������������������%������������������%������������������%������������� ���

· first Thursday, 8.00pm (at Harry’s 
place) 

· Second Tuesday, 10:15 pm (after 
the Ringwood Folk Guest Night 

· Every Monday, 8:00 pm, (fiddles 
and mandolins at Harry’s place.) 

· Most Saturdays, 11:00am, all 
instruments and singing, busking 
opposite the railway station in 
Ringwood East 

Harry Gardner: (03) 9870 8998, 0408 708 998 / 
www.vfmc.org.au 
 

Ringwood Colonial Dance 

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of 
every month except January 8-11pm at 
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence Grove. A different band is 
featured each month and all ages are 
welcome. $12, $10 concession and 
members, kids no charge. 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

1st October 
By-ear Session 

2nd 3rd     
VFMC Dance 

Borderline 
Kaylee 

4th 
 

5th 
Fiddles 

6th 
Club Session 

7tth 8tth 
 
 

9th 
 

10th 
 

11th 12th 
Fiddles 

13th 
Guest Night 

14th 15th 16th 17th 

18th 19th 
Fiddles 

 

20th 
Club Session 

 

21st 22nd 
 

23rd 24th 
 
 

25th 26th 
Fiddles 

 

27th 
Club Session 

28th 29th 
 
 
 

30th 
 

31st 
 

1st November 2nd 
 

3rd 
Club Session 

 

4th 5th 
By-ear Session 

 
 
 
 

6th 7th 
VFMC Dance 

Brumbies 
Bush Band 
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Guest Artist Night, September 2015 

Steve Bullock did the honours this night as MC to 
a very good crowd, many from the Henry Lawson 
Society. A nice fire added a cosy atmosphere. 
Poet Jim Smith started the ball rolling with some 
excellent justifications for cursing. Two great 
poems by Blue The Shearer inspired by a 
chainsaw that wouldn't start, then a mower that 
wouldn't either. 

Fresh from the peat bog The Irish 
Vagabonds are Stan, Don, Rob, Stuart, 
and they sang Belfast Mill and Whiskey 
In The Jar.  

Jan (and Tony) 
from The Lawson 
Society recited The Fox, an ingenious tale of Old Joe solving a 
fox problem using a chicken and an old hand grenade. An 
expensive exercise, then followed with a thought provoking piece 
from Aboriginal activist Pat Walker, No More Boomerang. 

 

Old Navy man Mick Kearon sang his own song The 
Dock Yard's Closing Down and a John Dengate song 
The Lanes Of Woolamaloo. Wal Tiedermann’s 
gentle voice and  guitar were next with the Tommy 
Makem song Four Green Fields, then Before I Met 
You.  

Stephen Whiteside recited his own clever poem called Henry's 
Health Insurance. Maggie, Maree, Dieter and Stephen did a song to 
a CJ Denis poem, To A Dead 
Mate, composed upon C.J. 
learning of the death of Henry 
Lawson in 1922 and recently put 
to music by Maggie. 
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Our feature act this night was Blue 
Mountains singer Christine 
Wheeler and her band who 
performed their show ‘Rain In The 
Mountains - Songs from Henry 
Lawson’. In the past two years the 
show has toured from north 
Queensland to Tasmania as a 

showcase of Australian cultural history. Besides 
Christine Wheeler, other band members are: 
Leigh Birkett, who brings a jazz feel to the show 
with his guitar and bouzouki, Jane Thompson, 
well known to Central Victorian audiences for 
her work with singing groups, on vocals, 
accordion, whistle and shakers, and on fiddle and 
mandolin her other half James Rigby on fiddle, mandolin and guitar. This expert 

group of musicians performed a fine 
repertoire of songs composed or inspired by 
Henry Lawson. Lawson who was deaf, 
depressive and alcoholic in later life, would 
have had his fair share of troubles in life, 
which has provided later songwriters with a 
source of subjects to wrap a tune around, such 
as Slim Dusty’s song Do You Think That I 
Don't Know. 

Rain In The Mountains and The Blue Mountains were a nice pair of songs, and Days 
When We Went Swimming (Days When We  Wagged School?) was given an almost 
Latin sound with guitar and shakers. Past Caring was a reflective song on the 
hardships of life. The band painted some nice pictures of Lawson’s life as expressed 
through the songs, such as Second Class Wait Here, and some clever steam train 
simulation on percussion from Jane Thompson.  The Song Of The Sun featured flute 
from Christine, and Bertha was a touching poem to Lawson’s beloved daughter. The 
Route March was written in response to observations of the 1915 recruiting drives.  
 
This was an informative and entertaining evening from some very talented 
musicians. Thanks to all who assisted with bringing the night on. October’s guest 
artist will be Michael Waugh, a country born but city based singer / songwriter with 
multiple awards to his name who’s moving songs will touch everyone’s heart. 
                        - Review: Don Fraser,  photos: Trevor Voake 

Guest Artist Night, September 2015 



Australian Tradition 6 October 2015  

 

The Dance Page 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes-
day 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  
 

 
 

1st 
Colonial 

Beginners 
 

2nd 3rd 
VFMC Dance 

Borderline 
Kaylee 

4th 
T.S.D.A.V. 
Claddagh  

(Ring first) 
 

5th 
Irish  

Scottish 

6th 
English 

7th 
Irish or 

Colonials 
 

8th 
Scottish 

 

9th 
 
  

10th 
Scottish 

   
 

11th 
 
 

12th 
Irish  

Scottish 

13th 
English 

 

14th  
Irish or 

Colonials 
 

15th 
Colonials 

 
 

16th 
 
 

17th 
V.F.M.C. 
Woolshed 

Ball—Peter 
Ellis Tribute 

 
18th 

Welsh 
 

19th 
Irish  

Scottish 
 

20th 
English 

 
 

21st 
Irish or 

Colonials 
 
 

22nd 
Colonials 
beginners 

23rd 
 

24th 
 

25th 
Claddagh 

Contra 
 
 
 

26th 
Irish  

Scottish 
 
 
 

27th 
English 

 
 
 

28th 
Irish or 

Colonials 
 
 
 

29th 
Colonials 
Beginners 

 
 

30th 31st 

   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1st 2nd 
Scottish 

3rd 4th 5th 
Colonials 
Beginners 

 

6th 
 

7th 
VFMC Dance 

Brumbies 
Bush Band 

8th 
 
 
 

9th 
Irish  

Scottish 
 

10th 
English 

 
 

11th 
Irish  

Colonials 
 

12th 
Scottish 
Colonial 

Beginners 
 

13th 
 

14th 
Scottish 

 
 

       

Diary dates for early November: 

Diary dates for October:: 
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The Dance Page  

V.F.M.C. WOOLSHED BALL—A Tribute to Peter Ellis,  8 —12 pm 

Kilsyth Hall, Mt Dandenong Rd, Lilsyth (Melways P51 F5), Contact Jane: 97621389 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
  Spring Dance Weekend, Portarlington. 6th-8th November. Contact Norm 9888 

5332                          
                                 

Claddagh Irish set dancing at St Georges Anglican Church, Warncliffe 
Rd, Ivanhoe. 2-5pm. Contact Rod: 9497-1793 

VFMC Colonial Dance at Ringwood East Elderly Citizens Hall, Laurence Grove, 
Ringwood East, 8-11 pm. Contact Jane: 9762-1389 

Irish Monday Dancing at The Quiet Man pub, Racecourse Road, 
Flemington, 8-10 p.m.  Contact Marie: 9471-0690 

Irish Wednesday Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle St, Collingwood, 
8-10pm. Contact Marie: 9471-0690 

English Dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House,                  
7  Greenwood Street, Burwood, 8-10pm. Contact George: 
9890-5650.  

Colonial Wednesday Social dance classes at Collingwood Senior Citizens Hall, 
Eddy Crt, Abbotsford, 8-10pm. Contact Coral : 9885-6109   

Colonial Thursday & Colonial Beginners Australian Colonial/Bush Dance: Ashburton 
Uniting Church, 3 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton, 7.30-10pm. 
Contact Coral: 9885-6109 

Welsh Dancing Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills, 
204.30pm. Contact Ian: 9878-2414 

TSDAV Sunday: The Eleventh Hour Theatre Hall, cnr Gore & 
Leicester Sts, Fitzroy    Contact Norm Ellis: 9888-5332     

Contra Dance Northcote Uniting Church Hall, 251 High St, Northcote, 7.30
-10.30pm. Contact George 9890-5650/Gary 9481-3386 

Scottish Mon. & Sat.  Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke 
Road, Deepdene, 8 pm   Contact: 
Deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com 

Scottish Thursday Taggerty Hall, Maroondah Highway at Taggerty, corner of 
Thornton Rd. 7-9pm. Contact Di Gaylard: 5963-3277 or 
musicman@virtual.net.au 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
                         
 
                   
 



Australian Tradition 8 October 2015  

 

C.J. DENNIS POETRY FESTIVAL 
         The annual Toolangi C.J. Dennis Poetry Festival is taking place this year on  
the weekend of 17th and 18th October. This is a very special year for the festival, as 
it marks the centenary of the publication in 1915 of Dennis' masterpiece "The Songs 
of a Sentimental Bloke" -  the most successful poetry book ever published in 
Australia! 
 
The highlight of the festival will be a special presentation of "The  
Sentimental Bloke" at 7.30pm on the evening of Saturday, 17th October,  
featuring Geoffrey W. Graham, Jim Haynes and Stephen Whiteside. In addition to  
the performance of many of the poems from "The Sentimental Bloke", the show  
will also tell the story of C.J. Dennis and the writing of the book while  
explaining much of the exotic slang that sounds so foreign to our ears today. 
 
The festival will begin at 1.30pm on Saturday, 17th October, with the Awards  
Ceremony for the written poetry competition that takes place in the lead-up to  
the festival. Other festival highlights will include a showcase of C.J. Dennis poetry 
on Saturday afternoon, the launch at 11am on the morning of Sunday, 18th October,  
of a new CD of C.J. Dennis songs and poems, "The Two Bees", by Maggie  
Somerville and Stephen Whiteside, and a "moving theatre" on Sunday afternoon,  
featuring "C.J. Dennis", "Banjo Paterson" and "Henry Lawson". 
 
The festival as always will take place in the beautiful gardens of the former  
home of C.J. Dennis, "The Singing Gardens", in Toolangi (a small hamlet in the  
wooded hills 65km east of Melbourne). 
 
Tickets cost $20 for a day, or $35 for the weekend. These can be bought upon  
arrival, and do not need to be booked in advance. However, it would be helpful  
for planning if people could ring in advance and signal their intention to  
attend. 
 
Meals can also be purchased at "The Singing Gardens". Alternatively, you can  
bring your own food and eat it on the premises. 
 
Contact: Jan Williams (59629282) or  Stephen Whiteside (0400729780). 
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A NEW/OLD DANCE! 

  

 G'day Clubbers, Geoff Coles speaking from the far-off People's 
Republic of Mallacoota. (Some of you old-timers may remember me 
from Ringwood “Singabout” days.) 

 

I recently discovered a long-forgotten attempt at dance composition.  As 
far as I know it was only tried out once by Betty Davis, an old-time 
member who wanted a dance set to “Waltzing Matilda” which she could 
teach to a Guides Jamboree in Malaysia.  It was intended to be danced 
to a vocal performance and to illustrate the lyrics and be easily 
understood by a predominantly foreign audience.  How it worked I have 
no idea.   

 

Perhaps a group of experienced dancers could iron-out the glitches and 
timing? (Norm?)  I would be interested to hear if it can be made to 
work, and more important, if it is enjoyable.  I called it “The Jolly 
Swagman Quadrille”. 

 

If anyone is interested, I have a couple of other attempts - “Ringwood 
Ramble” and “La Warrandyte Quad”, and “Merry Mitcham” which I 
could polish up.   

 

Good Luck, folks, 

Geoff Coles, Mallacoota 
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                      TEA DANCE TRIBUTE TO PETER ELLIS  
 
In many ways the year 2015 is the Year of Peter Ellis, with numerous functions 
dedicated to the great folklorist who we all knew so well. 
The annual tea dance held at Brunswick on 22 August by the Traditional Social Dance 
Association of Victoria was one such occasion and one in which our Club was 
represented among the band members as a result of a kind invitation to co-host the tea 
dance made to the VFMC by Norm Ellis of TSDAV. 
Bandleader, Stuart Simms, widened the parameters of the designated Gay Charmers 
dance band to include VFMC friends of Peter who had shared the stage with him on 
past occasions. Among other band commitments, Peter was an integral member of the 
Gay Charmers band at the time of his passing. 
 VFMC members who participated included, Don Gingrich, Joan and Ray Mundy, 
Graeme Higman and Catherine Speck, Stan Ciuchak and Stan Alexander (Don G also 
officiated as sound engineer for the occasion). Unfortunately Harry Gardner could not 
attend as planned, and registered an apology. 
Also included in the composite band were the new Emu Creek band leaders, Margaret 
Hogan and Don Manypeney (supported by Julie). 
Predictably, the dance program and tunes centred around those which had a special 
significance to Peter, beginning with his favoured start-up tune of Gundagai. 
Central to the theme also were CD’S, publications and paper clippings that 
complemented the after-supper speeches made by various close friends of Peter who 
were in attendance.  
The organisers would have been well pleased with the good attendance of dancers, 
some who travelled from as far afield as North Eastern Victoria to be present. 
The enjoyable program, which ran from 4.00pm to 9.30pm, was well supported with an 
excellent supper. 
 
Stan Alexander 
23/08/15 
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 CELEBRATE WATTLE DAY 2015  
 
Our celebrations for Wattle Day this year consisted of a Colouring 
competition, a Dance workshop (run by Norm Ellis), a Maypole workshop 
(run by Jane Bullock) , a music session (facilitated by Maree Buttler), and 
The Family Bush Dance (Blackberry Jam and Norm as MC) plus a Guess the 
Wattles competition. More details in next newsletter. 
 
���������	��
��
�
���	�����
�	�����  
9-12 yrs 1st - Mikayla Boland  
  2nd -  Sara Lock 
6-8yrs  1st – James  Lock 
  2nd - Sophie McCaliffe 
Under 5yrs 1st  - Emma Mc Califfe 
  2nd - Madison  Davies 
All children who entered received Honourable Mention certificates. 

 
   
 
Mikayla Boland 
 
 
 
                                            Sara and James Lock 
 
 
 

                                      Petra and Geraldine, joint  
                                      winners of Guess the Wattles 
                                      Competition 
 
       -  ����������	

�����
��
���������������  
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CONCERT PARTY REPORT  
(BILLABONG BAND)  

Recent Events: 
On Sunday August 30th we played at the Hurstbridge Wattle Day festival. 
This was the fourth year in a row we have done an hour bracket at lunchtime at 
the  festival. We have had a great position every year right over the road from 
the railway station where they have a special steam train running on this day.  
This year everyone from the train had to walk past Wattle Place where we were 
(thanks to a road block). Therefore we had a bigger audience than usual and a lot 
of them stopped to listen or participate.  We had lots of participatory songs for 
example we had a lot of fun with Kookaburra laughs and Drover’s Dream . We 
also had enough interest for Jane to call  three dances (Galopede, Circassian 2 
and Brown Jug Polka). Great fun was had by audience and us. Thanks to Jane, 
Trevor, Joan, Ray, Ken, Don Gingrich, Stan Alexander, Stan Ciuchak, Sofie, 
Frances, Maggie, Stephen and myself. A great turn-out by the club musicians. 
Thanks also to Bill for setting up and controlling the small sound system. The 
challenge performing in the open air is to be heard by the audience and to hear 
each other. 
Cherry Tree Retirement Village: Sat. 12th Sept, a glorious sunny afternoon 
did not stop people from dropping in & staying. Jane ably MC’d & had many up 
dancing and singing along. Thanks to Margo for organising, and to Jane, Margie, 
Sophie, Harry, Don G, Don F, Stan C, Maggie, Wal and resident Hennie who 
rosined up her bow to join us.  (this report by Trevor & Maggie) 
 
Upcoming events: 
Saturday 17th October—VFMC Colonial Ball 
Sunday November 8th—Maroondah Festival  
 
  -  by Maree 9733-0802 (Concert Party Convener) 

AUSTRALIANA QUIZ 
1) Approximately when did the Wattle Day movement begin? 2) What are 
the botanical and common names of the wattle chosen as our national 
floral emblem? 3) What is the date of Wattle Day each year? 4) Which 
state wanted a different date and what was it?  
Answers to last quiz:  1) Possibly both  2) Waltzing Matilda by A.B. Paterson 
 3) Mary Grant Bruce. 
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Bendigo Folk Club 

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680 
buzza@bendigo.net.au 
Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each 
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the 
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo 

Bush Dance and Music Club  
of Bendigo Inc 

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third 
Saturday every month.  Contact Dianne 
Pearse (dpearse@iinet.net.au) 5442-1715 or 
Mary Smith 5442-1153 
(secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au) for 
details. 

Berwick and District Folk Club 

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,  
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264 
badfolk@optusnet.com.au 
Featured artist 3rd Friday February to 
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34 
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806 
www.badfolk.org.au 

Boite World Music Cafe 

Therese Virtue,, 03 9417 1983 
boite@boite.asn.au 
Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1 
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au 

Geelong Folk Music Club 

Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749, 
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty 
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from 
around the country and overseas. Sessions 
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap 
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events 
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30 
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel  Max. 
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.   
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/ 

Comhaltas (Collingwood) 

Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month, 
starts 7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690 

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club 

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403 
Local musicians and concert opportunities. 
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers 
www.musicclub.org 

Ranges Burrinja Folk Club 

Andrew Jackson, 03 97567398 or  
0402 473 897 
mail@drfolk.com.au 
Guest artist, last Friday of  month 
Burrinja Cultural Centre, 351 Glenfern Rd, 
Upwey Vic (Mel Ref 75B12) 
www.rangesburrinjafolk.org/home.html 

Selby Folk Club 

David Miller, 03 9751 1218 
miller@a1.com.au 
1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby 
Community House Minok Reserve 

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub 

Peninsula Folk Club 

First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston 
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street 
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm 
on.  Carparking, great facilities, no stairs. 

peninsulafolkclub.org.au 

Ballarat Folk Gathering 

1st Sunday of the month 2PM(except January) 
Held at Ballarat South Community Hub 
11 Tuppen Drive, Sebastopol 
Contacts for information: Caron:  5331-9776             
                 Graeme: 5345-5551 
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Secretary 
Greg Woodruff 
Telephone:  0418406442   
Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au 

Ringwood East Folk Club 
Don Fraser 
Telephone   0407 737 202 
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au 

Family Bush Dance 
Jane Bullock          
Telephone  9762 1389 
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au 

Concert Party Engagements 
Maree Buttler 
Telephone:  9733 0802 
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au 

To join the VFMC, fill in this 
Application Form and post with 
cheque to: 

 
VFMC Secretary,  
P.O. Box 215, 
Ringwood East, Victoria 3135 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Name: ....................................................................................................................... 
 
Address: .................................................................................................................... 
 
Phone Contact: …………………………………………………………………….. 
 

THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC 
CLUB INCORPORATED 

 
INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB  

Members of the VFMC are entitled to - 
· The monthly Club Newsletter 
· Concessions at Club events 
· Discounts on Club publications 
· Discounts on Club CD’s and cassettes 
· Affiliation with other organisations 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE      (select          ) 
 
City/Suburban - 
 Single    $25 
 Family   $30 
 Junior    $15 
 Student   $20 
 Single Pensioner $20 
 Pensioner Family $25 
 
Country - 
 Single   $20 
 Family   $25 

Newsletter Delivery:      (select         ) 
(both may be selected if desired)  
 By Email 
and / or 
 By Post 

VFMC Postal Address 

P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. 
3135 

VFMC Website 

http://www.vfmc.org.au 


