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Wishing all VFMC members a very MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A  

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

There will be no January issue of ‘Australian Tradition’ as we’re all 
having a well-earned break.  Next issue will be in February 2016. 
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Club Sessions 

Tuesdays, 7.30—10.15 pm, East 
Ringwood Community Hall (enter from 
Knaith Road, off Dublin Road) (Melway 
50B8). Supportive round-robin sessions 
where all are welcome for singing, 
reciting, performing, workshops etc. $5. 
Contact Don (0407-737-202)/
www.vfmc.org.au 
 
Guest Performer Concert 

On the second Tuesday of the month 
(instead of the weekly session) a concert 
is held featuring top acoustic performers. 
Ringwood East Community Hall. 
Concerts start with open stage acts at 
8pm, finishing 10.15pm. $12. $10 conces 
and members, kids no charge. Contact 
0407 737 202 / www.vfmc.org.au 

By-Ear Sessions 
Join us to learn how to play by following 
someone on: 

������&������������������&������������������&������������������&������������� ���

· first Thursday, 8.00pm (at Harry’s 
place) 

· Second Tuesday, 10:15 pm (after 
the Ringwood Folk Guest Night 

· Every Monday, 8:00 pm, (fiddles 
and mandolins at Harry’s place.) 

· Most Saturdays, 11:00am, all 
instruments and singing, busking 
opposite the railway station in 
Ringwood East 

Harry Gardner: (03) 9870 8998, 0408 708 998 / 
www.vfmc.org.au 
 

Ringwood Colonial Dance 

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of 
every month except January 8-11pm at 
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence Grove. A different band is 
featured each month and all ages are 
welcome. $12, $10 concession and 
members, kids no charge. 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1st December 
Club Session 

2nd 
 

3rd 
By Ear session 

4th 5th   
VFMC Dance 

Billabong 
Band 

6th 
 

7th 
Fiddles 

8th 
Guest Night 

9th 10tth 
 
 

11th 
 

12th 
 

13th 14th 
Fiddles 

15th 
Club Session 

16th 17th 18th 19th 

20th 21st 
 
 

22nd 
 
 

23rd 24th 
 

25th 26th 
 
 

27th 28th 
 
 

29th 
 

30th 31st  
 

 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND   A HAPPY NEW  
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR!!!  
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Guest Artist Night, November 2015 

The MC for our November concert was Alex. Ruth presented a 
satirical poem about Australia which she sees as a country of 

contradictions populated by hoons with 
screeching tyres and people who worship 
wealth. Then birthday boy Mick Kieron 
entertained us with Raglan Road followed by 
Clearing of the Glens, a song of his own, 
lamenting the Jacobite clearances in Scotland 
around 1746. Rod sang two of his own 
������������	��
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Born in Sunshine, Home of the Combine 
Harvester then another about the joys of ageing, 
it’s not for the fainthearted. Bill Buttler recited 
an Irish poem The Yellow Bittern by  Seamus 
Heaney translated from the original Gaelic., 
backed by wife Maree on the harp. They then 
performed a tune, with Maree on accordion, Bill on 
wooden Irish flute. Wal presented a beautiful 
rendition of Let the Mystery Be by American 
singer songwriter Iris DeMent, accompanying 
himself on the guitar. The support act was run by 
one of our members,  
Dominic Martin, who began 
with two Australian 

favourites, Springtime it Brings on 
the Shearing, then Lawson’s 
poem ‘Reedy River’ ably set to 
music by Chris Kempster.  Then Maree and Maggie joined Dominic for a 
lovely rendition of the Irish tune Spinning Wheel.  As a tribute to 
Remembrance Day, Alex read a poem by club member Bette Martin,  A 
Letter to Michael about a young soldier killed in 

WW1.  Dominic followed with the song  A Farewell to 
Anzac, a poem by Cicely Fox Smythe set to music by Martyn 
Wyndham Read. Dominic was then joined by Dieter on 
harmonica for two instrumentals: a beautiful German folk 
song and the international hit of the 1960’s Il Silenzio by 
Nino Rossi. Dominic completed the session by inviting the 
audience to join him as he played and sang the popular Ralph McTell composition 
Streets of London.  
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The invited guest this month was Maria 
Forde, one of the foremost Irish-Australian 
singer songwriters.  Maria has a warm and 
friendly manner which captivated the 
audience. Listeners sat back and were soon 
immersed in the rich vocal tones of Maria’s 
voice and the beauty and poignancy of her  
words and music. The blending of her Irish 
heritage and Australian upbringing has 
enabled Maria to create a song writing style 
which is unique.  Many of her songs were 
inspired by her love and affection for the 

people in her life. She sang of faces in a photograph, memories of loved ones from 
the past, who seemed to call out her name, and Rough Diamond, a song dedicated to 
her Irish grandmother Kitty Murphy from Co Cork, a woman who loved family, 
friends and whiskey. She sang about regional Trentham, including the lovely Lay me 
down by the River  in memory of a beautiful man and close friend. Due to her 
inability to attend a friend’s wedding as promised, because she was at the time 
working in a monastery in Ireland, Maria wrote a wedding song as a gift to the 
happy couple.  She recorded it herself in the monastery, had the lyrics written out in 
calligraphy by the nuns then sent both off in the mail.  Will you walk with me is now 
one of the most popular wedding songs both in Australia and other parts of the 
world. 
Accompanied by well-known 
musician, songwriter and singer Mike 
Daly on the guitar, they sang Are you 
with me? And later My Beautiful 
Roisin (Little Rose). Mike told of 
listening to childhood stories from his 
mother of his Scottish heritage, tales 
of wild times, places and Vikings. 
Then he sang us a song he wrote 
inspired by the Shetland Islands, 
where the weather is so rough and fierce, rocks the size of a small car are tossed up 
on shore by wild waves. The pair closed the evening with a rendition of Maria’s   
Walk with me.  
The Ringwood Folk Club was fortunate to have experienced such a wonderful 
evening of music and song from two such accomplished performers. The club would 
like to thank all who assisted on the night.  Next month:  Folk Train. 
 
          -  ����������	�

����

�������
�������
���
������  

Guest Artist Night, November 2015 
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The Dance Page 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1st 
English 

2nd 
Irish or 

Colonials 

3rd 
 

4th 
 

5th 
VFMC Dance

Billabong Band
Dress for  

The Season 
6th 

TSDAV 
Dance 

Workshop 
 
 

7th 
Irish  

Scottish 

8th 
English 
Xmas 
Social 

9th 
Irish? 

Colonials 
 

10th 
Scottish 

 

11th 
 
  

12th 
Scottish 

  TSDAV 
Christmas Hoe-
down 

 

13th 
Claddagh 

 

14th 
Irish? 

Scottish 

15th 
 
 

16th  
Colonials 

 

17th 
 
 
 

18th 
 
 

19th 
 

20th 
 

Merry Xmas 

21st 
 

To Everyone 
Happy 

22nd 
 

with Music 
New Year 

 

23rd 
 

in their 
for 2016 

 

24th 
 

Hearts  and 
to All! 

25th 
 

Feet 

26th-31st 
 

And a 

January 2016: 
 
 
 

11th 
 
 

12th 
English 

 
 

13th 
Colonials 

Irish 

14th 
 

15th 
 

16th 
 

17th 

 

 

18th 

Irish 

19th 

English 

20th 

Colonials 

Irish 

21st 

Colonials 

22nd 23rd 

 

 

24th 25th 
Irish 

26th 
English 

27th 
Colonials 

Irish 

28th 
 
 

29th 
 

30th 
 
 
 

31st 
 
 
 

February 1st 
 
 

2nd 
English 

 
 
 

3rd 
Colonials 

Irish 
 

4th 
 
 
 
 

5th 
 

6th 
VFMC Dance

Brumbies 
Bush Band 

Diary dates for December:: 
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Billabong Band 

Christmas Hoe-

The Dance Page  

  TSDAV Christmas Social  -  Ashburton Uniting Church, 3 Ashburn Grove,      
Ashburton, 8-11 pm.  Contact:  Marion: 9439-7100  

_______________________________________________________________________
                                    

Claddagh Irish set dancing at St Georges Anglican Church, Warncliffe 
Rd, Ivanhoe. 2-5pm. Contact Rod: 9497-1793 

VFMC Colonial Dance at Ringwood East Elderly Citizens Hall, Laurence Grove, 
Ringwood East, 8-11 pm. Contact Jane: 9762-1389 

Irish Monday Dancing at The Quiet Man pub, Racecourse Road, 
Flemington, 8-10 p.m.  Contact Marie: 9471-0690 

Irish Wednesday Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle St, Collingwood, 
8-10pm. Contact Marie: 9471-0690 

English Dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House,                  
7  Greenwood Street, Burwood, 8-10pm. Contact George: 
9890-5650.  

English Xmas Social         Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills,  7.45-
10.15pm. Contact George: 9890 5650 

Colonial Wednesday Social dance classes at Collingwood Senior Citizens Hall, 
Eddy Crt, Abbotsford, 8-10pm. Contact Coral : 9885-6109   

Colonial Thursday             Australian Colonial/Bush Dance: Ashburton Uniting Church, 
3 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton, 7.30-10pm. Contact Coral: 
9885-6109  14th January: starts at 7 pm for Dutch Crossing. 

TSDAV Sunday: The Eleventh Hour Theatre Hall, cnr Gore & 
Leicester Sts, Fitzroy    Contact Norm Ellis: 9888-5332     

Contra Dance Northcote Uniting Church Hall, 251 High St, Northcote, 7.30
-10.30pm. Contact George 9890-5650/Gary 9481-3386 

Scottish Mon. & Sat.  Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke 
Road, Deepdene, 8 pm   Contact: 
Deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com 

Scottish Thursday Taggerty Hall, Maroondah Highway at Taggerty, corner of 
Thornton Rd. 7-9pm. Contact Di Gaylard: 5963-3277 or 
musicman@virtual.net.au 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
PETER ELLIS MEMORIAL WOOLSHED BALL—MORE THANKS: 
To Robin Simpson for planning the Ball and to Richard Ayling & Denise Hibbs for  
producing the special booklet of 103 tunes, ‘Music for the VFMC—Woolshed Ball 
Tribute to Peter Ellis.’  I suggest that the book should now be lodged in the National and  
Victorian State Libraries. Also, thanks to all who helped with playing, calling, MCing,  
decorating the hall, manning the door, supper and packing up, etc.  
                            -  Harry Gardner (Immediate Past President) 
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MAROONDAH FESTIVAL 

 
We got to the festival at 9:30 in bright sunshine & thanks to Harry & Margie we 
were able to have our marquee up & running by the official opening time of 10 am. 
Shortly afterwards Maree, Bill, Frances & Graham arrived & the music started. 
Music is a great way to attract people & it wasn't long before we had people stopping 
to ask about us. This is a great way to spread the message of the Australian folk 
tradition. The festival organisers estimate that around 10,000 ~ 15,000 people come 
throughout the day. There was a lot of interest and many people took our pamphlets 
& business cards. One couple told me that Maria Forde had played at their wedding - 
they came along to the Tuesday concert night with Maria. Young children stopped by 
and played Frances's bodhran, drawing their parents into conversation with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           From left:  Margie, Harry, Graham?, Maree, Bill, Trevor and Frances. 
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                   From left:  Harry, Maggie, Margie, Maree, Don G, Stan, Trevor 
  
Our stage performance was the last item on the program & I was worried that most 
people would have left, but fortunately I was wrong. Our previous experiences with 
the sound crew there hadn't been good but this time we were up and running in no 
time. Don and Sofie arrived in time to help us carry everything over to the stage. 
Frances unpacked her puppets ready for Maree's item "The Kookaburra Laughed" and 
we got started. All in all it was a good performance, well MC'd by Stan and we were 
well received. Many thanks to Margie, Frances, Maree, Sophie, Harry, Stan, Don and 
Maggie for coming along. 

 
 
 
 
    Frances with her brilliant home-made 
    creatures: horse, crocodile,, snake, etc. 
     in ‘The Kookaburra  Laughed’ 
  
 
             
 
      
  
  

   
   -   �����������
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ORIGINAL SONG BY ONE OF OUR MEMBERS (INSPIRED BY HE R   
MOTHER—FOR REMEMBRANCE DAY, 11TH NOVEMBER)  :                                   

     ONE FORGOTTEN SOLDIER 

1) My mother grew up quietly in the leafy streets of Balwyn 
 With a private education and with picnics on the lawn. 
 Her father was a doctor and a well-respected man 
 Her sister and her brother both had lives that went to plan. 
 But my mother was a dreamer and a poet through and through 
 And her poems were being published by the start of World War Two. 
 A stenographer in Melbourne town, her career had just begun 
 When she heard the call – the call to arms, the beating of the drum. 
 
CHORUS:- O she didn’t have a rifle and she wasn’t trained to hunt 
  Or to murder or to capture and she never saw the front, 
  But she did her best for king and flag in her Aussie army corps 
  As just one forgotten soldier – a woman of the war. 

 
2) On her first day in the army she was sent to dig latrines, 
 With her sheltered life behind her she was lost in war machines. 
 Up away at Puckapunyal then a sergeant she became, 
 Her identity now shattered, Sergeant Inglis was her name. 
 And then one day she had the task of showing round a gun 
 �������	����������
�������������������������������
  
 But unbeknownst to all of them there was one bullet left 
 For the colonel pulled the trigger and my mother cheated death. CHORUS 
 
3) So my mother nearly gave her life for country and for home 
 Though she never went to combat and her name was never known 
 And how many other women also heard the call to arms 
 Then left their homes and families, their cities and their farms? 
 Now today our female soldiers are being just as sorely tested 
 For the enemy is closer, they’re harassed and being molested, 
 And they’re sending women to the front to fight alongside men 
 But are they any braver than my mother was back then? 
CHORUS – with repeated last line as: 
 Now my daughter wants to join up like her grandma did before. 
                                                                                                    © Maggie Somerville 
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  OUR TALENTED VFMC MEMBERS 
 

Longstanding members, husband and wife team Jane and Stephen Bullock, have  
many talents. They both play instruments, are in a band, and are extremely active on 
the dance scene—especially Jane.  Here is a dance they both had creative input into: 
Jane for the dance and Steve for the music.  But we’ll need to ask them who created the 
title and why!!! 
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  MUMSIE’S MAGGOT  -  by Jane Bullock 
 

Music by Stephen Bullock 
 
Formation: couple facing couple in a big circle – numbered 1's anticlockwise 
and 2's clockwise 
 
Bars Steps 
A1 
 In your 4's circle Left once around (4 bars = 12 beats) 
Same people star Left once around (4 bars = 12 beats) 
 
A2 
 Ladies back to back (4 bars = 12 beats) 
Men back to back (4 bars = 12 beats) 
 
B1 
 1's with Right hands lead down between 2's for 4 bars = 12 beats (turn 
on 4th bar still holding hands) and lead back for 4 bars = 12 beats 
WHILE 2's walk clockwise on the outside of the 1's for 4 bars  - 12 beats
(turn on 4th bar) and walk back to place for 4 bars = 12 beats 
 
B2 
 Progression 
All honour partner – 2 bars = 6 beats 
Men turn with the Left hand half way to face other Woman in their 4's – 2 
bars = 6 beats 
All honour this one – 2 bars = 6 beats 
Men turn the next man coming towards him by the Right hand - 2 bars = 6 
beats (should all be now be facing your new partner) 
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CONCERT PARTY REPORT (BILLABONG BAND)  
Recent Events: 
Friday October 30th – Lions Brae Retirement home. The Club band played 
an hour concert to a very receptive audience. Our program had a good mixture of 
traditional folk and old time tunes. A lot of the audience new the words to all our 
tunes. Thanks, Stan, Trev and Margie, Harry, Frances, Sophie and Ken for the 
songs you chose to sing. It was great to play at a venue where no amplification 
was needed. We were the Friday happy hour pre entertainment. We were invited 
to stay for happy hour but being Maldon festival weekend most of us had to 
leave after the concert. We have already been invited back. 
Sunday November 8th – Maroondah Festival (full report: pages 8-9) 
Trev was there nice and early setting up our Marquee. Harry, Bill, Maree, Trev 
and Margie started the playing.and were soon joined by Graham, Stan  & 
Frances. Many people stopped to listen and chat. Our Stage performance this 
year wasn’t until 3.30 pm (the last act for the day) and quicker than usual with 
just microphones in the front row. A lively 25 minute bracket followed with 
mostly different songs from last year, including Bound for South Australia, 
Waltzing Matilda, Kookaburra laughed , Flow on Sweet Mitta and The Old 
White Horse (a CJ Dennis poem put to music by Maggie S). We were surprised 
that we had such a big audience considering it was the end of the day. Thanks to 
Stan for his inaugural MC gig. Thanks also for those who participated: Maggie, 
Trev, Margie, Harry, Don Gingrich, Sofie, Stan & Frances.  
Upcoming Events: 
Saturday December 5 - East Ringwood Senior Citizens’ Concert. 1.30 – 3.30pm 
Saturday December 5 - VFMC Christmas Bush Dance.  8pm – 11pm 
Saturday January 9 - Monkami  Concert    
Wednesday Jan.27. - Donwood Aged Care Facility concert (Aust Day theme) 
Friday February 19 - Bonny Doon  Festival Bush Dance –? 7pm 
  - Maree 9733-0802 (Convenor) 

A QUASI-FOLK  QUIZ 
1) What year were the Travelling Wilburys formed in?  2) How many 
members were in the band?  3) Who were they?  4) How many albums did 
they release?  5) What was different about their band from others? 
 
Answers to last quiz:  1) South Australia 2) Clarence James. 3) The Sentimental 
Bloke.  4) Toolangi, Victoria.  5) 100 year centenary of The Sentimental Bloke. 
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Bendigo Folk Club 

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680 
buzza@bendigo.net.au 
Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each 
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the 
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo 

Bush Dance and Music Club  
of Bendigo Inc 

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third 
Saturday every month.  Contact Dianne 
Pearse (dpearse@iinet.net.au) 5442-1715 or 
Mary Smith 5442-1153 
(secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au) for 
details. 

Berwick and District Folk Club 

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,  
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264 
badfolk@optusnet.com.au 
Featured artist 3rd Friday February to 
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34 
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806 
www.badfolk.org.au 

Boite World Music Cafe 

Therese Virtue,, 03 9417 1983 
boite@boite.asn.au 
Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1 
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au 

Geelong Folk Music Club 

Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749, 
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty 
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from 
around the country and overseas. Sessions 
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap 
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events 
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30 
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel  Max. 
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.   
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/ 

Comhaltas (Collingwood) 

Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month, 
starts 7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690 

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club 

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403 
Local musicians and concert opportunities. 
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers 
www.musicclub.org 

Ranges Burrinja Folk Club 

Andrew Jackson, 03 97567398 or  
0402 473 897 
mail@drfolk.com.au 
Guest artist, last Friday of  month 
Burrinja Cultural Centre, 351 Glenfern Rd, 
Upwey Vic (Mel Ref 75B12) 
www.rangesburrinjafolk.org/home.html 

Selby Folk Club 

David Miller, 03 9751 1218 
miller@a1.com.au 
1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby 
Community House Minok Reserve 

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub 

Peninsula Folk Club 

First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston 
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street 
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm 
on.  Carparking, great facilities, no stairs. 

peninsulafolkclub.org.au 

Ballarat Folk Gathering 

1st Sunday of the month 2PM(except January) 
Held at Ballarat South Community Hub 
11 Tuppen Drive, Sebastopol 
Contacts for information: Caron:  5331-9776             
                 Graeme: 5345-5551 
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Secretary 
Greg Woodruff 
Telephone:  0418406442   
Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au 

Ringwood East Folk Club 
Don Fraser 
Telephone   0407 737 202 
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au 

Family Bush Dance 
Jane Bullock          
Telephone  9762 1389 
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au 

Concert Party Engagements 
Maree Buttler 
Telephone:  9733 0802 
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au 

To join the VFMC, fill in this 
Application Form and post with 
cheque to: 

 
VFMC Secretary,  
P.O. Box 215, 
Ringwood East, Victoria 3135 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Name: ....................................................................................................................... 
 
Address: .................................................................................................................... 
 
Phone Contact: …………………………………………………………………….. 
 

THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC 
CLUB INCORPORATED 

 
INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB  

Members of the VFMC are entitled to - 
· The monthly Club Newsletter 
· Concessions at Club events 
· Discounts on Club publications 
· Discounts on Club CD’s and cassettes 
· Affiliation with other organisations 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE      (select          ) 
 
City/Suburban - 
 Single    $25 
 Family   $30 
 Junior    $15 
 Student   $20 
 Single Pensioner $20 
 Pensioner Family $25 
 
Country - 
 Single   $20 
 Family   $25 

Newsletter Delivery:      (select         ) 
(both may be selected if desired)  
 By Email 
and / or 
 By Post 

VFMC Postal Address 

P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. 
3135 

VFMC Website 

http://www.vfmc.org.au 


