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VFMC—WATTLE DAY CELEBRATIONS SOON! 
Please note: Saturday 3rd September the VFMC has a fun day from 
10.30am onwards of music workshops - including sea shanties, guitar, 
ukulele, tin whistle, dance, and a bush dance at night. See p.8 inside. 
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Club Sessions 

Tuesdays, 7.30—10.15 pm, East 
Ringwood Community Hall (enter from 
Knaith Road, off Dublin Road) (Melway 
50B8). Supportive round-robin sessions 
where all are welcome for playing, 
singing, reciting, performing, workshops 
etc. $5.members, $6 non-members. 
Contact Don (0407-737-202)/
www.vfmc.org.au 
Guest Performer Concert 
On the second Tuesday of the month 
(instead of the weekly session) a concert 
is held featuring top acoustic performers. 
Ringwood East Community Hall. 
Concerts start with open stage acts at 
7.45pm, finishing 10.15pm. $12. $10 
conces and members, kids no charge. 
Contact 0407 737 202 / 
www.vfmc.org.au 
By-Ear Sessions 
Join us to learn how to play by following 
someone on: 

������$������������������$������������������$������������������$������������� ���
· first Thursday, 8.00pm (at Harry’s 

place) 
· Second Tuesday, 10:15 pm (after 

the Ringwood Folk Guest Night 

· Every Monday, 8:00 pm, (fiddles 
and mandolins at Harry’s place.) 

· Most Saturdays, 11:00am, all 
instruments and singing, busking 
opposite the railway station in 
Ringwood East 

Harry Gardner: (03) 9870 8998, 0408 708 998 / 
www.vfmc.org.au 

Ringwood Colonial Dance 

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of 
every month except January 8-11pm at 
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence Grove. A different band is 
featured each month and all ages are 
welcome. $12, $10 concession and 
members, kids no charge. Contact: Jane 
9762-1389 / www.vfmc.org.au 
 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2nd Oct 3rd Oct 
Fiddles 

4th Oct 
Club Session 

5th Oct 
 

1st September 
By-Ear Session 

2nd 3rd  
VFMC dance 
Blackberry 

Jam 

4tth 
 

5th 
Fiddles 

6th 
Club Session 

7th 8th 
 
 
 

9th 
 

10th 
 

11th 12th 
Fiddles 

13th 
Guest Night 

14th 15th 16th 17th 

18th 19th 
Fiddles 

 
 

20th 
Club Session 

 

21st 22nd 
 

23rd 24th 
 
 

25th 
 

26th 
Fiddles 

 

27th 
Club Session 

 

28th 29th 30th 1st October 
VFMC Dance 

Borderline  
Kaylee BB 
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Our MC for the evening was Frances Lester. John playing the 
ukulele started the evening off with a couple of old favourites from 
1943 including Paper Doll made popular by the Ames Brothers. He 
also pointed out that the ukulele was a popular instrument at the 
time, played by Laurel & Hardy and even Marilyn Munroe. 

Then a quartet, The Wipe-Outs, entertained the crowd 
with guitars and vocal harmonies, performing the Beach 
Boys hit Little Deuce Coupe and Simon and Garfunkle’s 
song The Sounds of Silence. 

Next, another great performance from Mick Kearon who recited a 
humorous self- penned poem about a landlord being sentenced to the 
gallows for watering down his ale.  He followed with his song written 
about an old icon of Sydney life – Harry’s Café de Wheels down at 
Woolloomooloo. 

CRUG – a group of five ukulele players, comprising  
Sophie, Coral, Don, Noel and Alex, then took the stage and 
soon had the audience singing along with Lilly the Pink 
and The Midnight Special. 

Dominic sang The Last Thing on my Mind by American songwriter 
Tom Paxton.  In a more reflective mood he sang the song written in 
1948 by Woody Guthrie music by Martin Hoffman. It relates the tale 
of a tragic plane crash in Los Gatos Canyon California. Passengers 
on board were illegal immigrants and itinerant fruit pickers. It is 
entitled Deportees. 

An a’cappella duo Double Delight,   sisters Ginger and Merrilee 
entertained  the audience with lively folk songs reflecting their 
Swiss ancestry. Their harmonies and Swiss-style yodelling 
certainly charmed the entire crowd. 

Finally Niq wandered on stage in his dressing gown to share a song 
with us about his philosophy on life. A Working Life is an Active Life 
he crooned as he played his piano accordion. A short burst of the Flight 
of the Bumble Bee playing both trumpet and accordion simultaneously. 
Then finally an evocative tune which he had composed himself for the 
trumpet entitled simply- Faith. 

 

Guest Artist Night, August 2016 
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The main act, Anatole Road, is a quartet of young 
singers and musicians who formed their group in 
January of this year. They are inspired by the music 
from Ireland, Spain, France, Cape Breton and many 
other folk and Celtic traditions. 
Astrid Connelly and Matthew Lykos are classically 
trained singers. Matthew also plays the mandolin 
and guitar. Alex Grenville is a highly talented 
fiddler and Sarah Brennan is an excellent harpist. The group won the Stars of the 
Lake Award 2016 from the Lake School in Koroit. They have performed at the Port 
Fairy Festival and Port Arlington National Celtic Festival. 
The opening song was  from the 1700’s about an arranged marriage between a young 
maid and an even younger boy: The Trees They Grow so High, with Astrid and 
Matthew singing harmonies supported by Sarah on harp and Alex on fiddle. Then a 
Sephardic Jewish/Spanish lullaby, Durme, Durme: “sleep sleep my darling without 
fear or pain.” There followed an ancient Scottish/Latin folk song with Matthew 

playing mandolin. Then a lively Scottish song of murder – 
Pretty Bird. 
Sarah and Matthew then played a duet demonstrating amazing 
sound achieved when the harp and guitar are played together. 
Then an American ballad about  how women become slaves to 
their husbands, followed by  a rousing sea shanty. The song is 
said to be named after Ranzo (Lorenzo) Ray, the first mate of a 
ship named the Wild Goose.  

Next, a morbid song dating from the times of the Great Plague - Death and The Lady 
relating a supposed conversation between a 
young woman and the grim reaper. 
Then some instrumentals, one written by Sarah 
for the harp, accompanied by Alex and 
Matthew. Other folk tunes played were 
Scandinavian, French Canadian and the Irish 
reel MacArthur Road. 
The audience joined the chorus of the final 
offering for the night singing quietly:  “It’s one more day on the Grey Funnel Line.” 
The evening finished to the rousing applause from the very impressed audience.  
The VFMC wishes to thank all members who volunteered their time to make the 
evening run so smoothly. 
Next Month:  Shearer’s Tally & David Campbell. 
 
                        -  ����������	�����
����
�������������������������  

Guest Artist Night, August 2016 
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The Dance Page 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1st 
 

2nd 
 

3rd 
VFMC Dance 
Blackberry Jam

Bush Band 
(Wattle Day) 

4th 
TSDAV 
Dance 

Workshop 
 

5th 
Irish    

Scottish 
 
 

6th 
English 

7th 
Irish or 

Colonials 
 

8th 
Colonial 

Beginners 
Scottish 

 

9th 
 
 
 
  

10th 
Scottish 

 
 

11th 
Claddagh 

Contra Malvern 
 

12th 
Irish  

Scottish 
 

13th 
English 

 

14th  
Irish or 

Colonials 
 

15th 
Colonials 

 
 

16th 
 
 

17th 
Dinki Di Ball  

 

18th 
Welsh 

 
 

19th 
Irish  

Scottish 
 

20th 
English 

 

21st 
Irish or 

Colonials 
      

 

22nd 
Colonial 

Beginners 

23rd 
 

24th 
 
 

25th 
Claddagh 
Contra 

 
 
 

26th 
Irish  

Scottish 

27th 
English 

28th 
Irish or 

Colonials 

29th 
Colonial 

Beginners 

30th  

Diary Dates for  

early Oct 2016:- 

   

 

 

 

  

 

    
 

 
 

 
 

1st 
VFMC Dance 

Borderline 
Kaylee B.B. 

2nd 
TSDAV 
Dance 

Workshop 

3rd 
Irish  

Scottish 

4th 
 

English 
 

5th 
Irish or 

Colonials 

6th 
Colonials 
Beginners 
Scottish 

7th 
 

8th 
Woolshed Ball 

Scottish 

Diary dates for September: 

WATTLE DAY FESTIVAL  Saturday, 3rd September, 10.30am—11 pm,          
East Ringwood Senior Citizens Hall, Scout Hall & Community Hall,     
Laurence Grove, East Ringwood.  Contact: Maree  9733-0802  
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TEA DANCE 27th August, 4.30-9.30pm, St David’s Uniting Church,74 Melville Rd, 
                         Brunswick West.  Contact: Norm 9888-5332 or www.tsdav.asn.au 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Claddagh Irish set dancing at St Georges Anglican Church, Warncliffe 
Rd, Ivanhoe. 2-5pm. Contact: Rod 9497-1793 

VFMC Colonial Dance at Ringwood East Elderly Citizens Hall, Laurence Grove, 
Ringwood East, 8-11 pm. Contact: Jane 9762-1389 

Irish Monday Dancing at The Quiet Man pub, Racecourse Road, 
Flemington, 8-10 p.m.  Contact: Marie 9471-0690 

Irish Wednesday Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle St, Collingwood, 
8-10pm. Contact: Marie 9471-0690  

English Dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House,                  
7  Greenwood Street, Burwood, 8-10pm. Contact: George 
9890-5650 

Colonial Wednesday Social dance classes at Collingwood Senior Citizens Hall, 
Eddy Crt, Abbotsford, 8-10pm. Contact: Coral 9885-6109  

Colonial Thursday &         Australian Colonial/Bush Dance: Ashburton Uniting Church, 
Colonial Beginners  3 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton, 7.30-10pm. Contact: Coral 

9885-6109  
Welsh Dancing at Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey 

Hills. 2-4.30pm. Contact: George 9890 5650 

TSDAV Sunday: The Eleventh Hour Theatre Hall, cnr Gore & 
Leicester Sts, Fitzroy. Contact: Norm Ellis 9888-5332 

Contra Dance Northcote Uniting Church Hall, 251 High St, Northcote, 7.30
-10.30pm. Contact: John 0422 932 532 / Gary 0425 707 980 

Contra Dance Malvern Community Arts Centre, 29 Burke Rd, Malvern 
East. Info: 0422 932 532 www.onlymelbourne.com.au  

Scottish Mon. & Sat.  Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke 
Road, Deepdene, 8 pm   Contact: 
deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com 

Scottish Thursday Taggerty Hall, Maroondah Highway at Taggerty, corner of 
Thornton Rd. 7-9pm. Contact: Di Gaylard 5963-3277 or 
musicman@virtual.net.au 

 
Dinki Di Ball Contact dpearse@iinet.net.au 
_______________________________________________________________________
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INTRODUCING YOUR PRESIDENT—STEPHEN BULLOCK:    
        
Steve learned recorder in England at primary school, then violin at high school. He 
got into folk music at university. and realised that the youth hostel songbook he had 
used on school trips included lots of traditional songs. 
 
In Australia (1976)  Steve joined the VFMC 
and the Folklore Council of Australia, and 
considered himself to be an unaccompanied 
singer. Brumbies Bush Band formed from 
Folklore Council members in the late 70's with 
Steve as lead singer. When they started 
playing tunes, he took up recorder again. Steve 
is now the sole survivor of the original line-up. 
He began playing regularly with the Billabong 
Band, and also played with many other bands 
including Blackberry Jam, Gay Charmers, 
Emu Creek, Nariel Band. In the early 2000's 
Steve started Delia's Friends, playing English 
country dance music and also Welsh. He is 
now also playing contra on a monthly basis. 
Steve has performed numerous times at the 
National Folk Festival, often as organiser of various ensembles. 
Steve began folk dancing in the late 70's, and despite spending more time on stage 
playing, he is still dancing regularly. He has danced at major folk dance events across 
Australia, in the UK and USA. 
 
In the early 1980's, Steve became treasurer then president of the Folklore Council of 
Australia. Soon after, he also became president of  the VFMC, then president of the 
Victorian Folklife Association and of Folk Alliance Australia. 
 
When not playing recorder, Steve spends a lot of time working the other sort of 
recorder, recording mainly classical music. He has recorded at all the major 
performance venues around Melbourne including Hamer Hall, State Theatre, Recital 
Centre, Melba Hall, The Edge, Robert Blackwood Hall and many more. He has 
recorded every production of Gilbert & Sullivan Opera Victoria since 2001. He has 
also recorded folk music including CD releases for Bruce Watson, Danny Spooner 
and Maggie Somerville. 
       - ���
�����������������������������	����������
������ ���������������������  
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A FUN AFTERNOON IN ESSENDON  -  WIZARDS OF OZ 

 

On Sunday 14th August a fun afternoon was had by all 
for the second year in a row at St Andrews Church in 
Essendon.  A mixture of poetry and music, 
predominantly that of John Shaw Neilson, by a range 
of performers provided some great entertainment to a 
very receptive audience.  A delicious afternoon tea 
added to the general ambience, as well as Maree 
Buttler’s gentle harp playing leading the audience into 
the hall at the start of both first and second sections. 

 

The afternoon began with John 
Shaw Neilson President, Graham 
Dunkley, as MC giving a brief 
rundown on the afternoon’s 
events. Mary Jane Wyllie then 
recited several poems, including 
Scottish ones with a brilliant 
Scottish accent learned apparently 
from her Scottish mother or father. 
Other performers followed, 

including Jim Howard in his Henry Lawson persona – 
ending with the famous short story ‘The Loaded Dog’ to 
the audience’s delight.  

 

Terry Maher recited and sang several poems & 
songs, and Richard Tait, ex-president, recited 
Neilson’s ‘Stony Town’ and other poems. The 
first part of the afternoon was rounded off by 
Maggie Somerville singing four poems she has 
put to music: John Shaw Neilson’s ‘Love’s 
Coming’ and ‘The Declaration’ and Dame Mary 
Gilmore’s ‘No Foe Shall Gather Our Harvest’ 
and ‘The Dead Poet’ (for Henry Lawson).  
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In the second part of the afternoon, Maree followed her 
beautiful harp introduction with a lovely rendition of Henry 
Lawson’s ‘The Water Lily’. Then singer Darryl Emmerson, a 
staunch John Shaw Neilson fan and performer, sang 
unaccompanied several Neilson poems that he has put to 
music over the years – most impressive! 
 
 

  
Stephen Whiteside and Maggie Somerville 
followed with a C.J. Dennis poem that Maggie 
recently set to music called ‘The Surrender’ about 
Squizzy Taylor, with Stephen literally putting on 
different hats as constable, detective and of course 
as Squizzy himself in dark glasses and gangster hat 

etc.  Stephen also performed a couple of 
poems: ‘Jesus and Yoga’ which raised the 
eyebrows of the (female) minister and 
others, and ‘Under the Bridge’ highlighting 
the sad plight of our growing homeless 
population in Melbourne.  
 
 
Maggie, with ukulele, also performed her original song, ‘Garage 
Girl’, about female motor mechanic Alice Anderson, as well as 
some other songs accompanied by Maree, such as ‘The Blue 
Kingfisher’ by C.J. Dennis which Maggie has set to music.  
 
The afternoon wound up with Stephen, Maggie & Maree 
performing, along with audience participation, ‘The Old White 
Horse’ about the demise of the hotel in the 1930s (words by C.J. 
Dennis, music by Maggie, chorus words by Stephen).  
 

Certainly a fun afternoon, which looks like now becoming  an annual event! 
 
      -  ����������
�����������������  
       photos by Stephen Whiteside & Maggie Somerville  
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      -  Photos by Trevor Voake 
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CONCERT PARTY REPORT  
 
Recent Events: 
Friday 29th July– Lionsbrae concert.  Our fourth concert at Lionsbrae this year. 
Residents there really enjoy our music and join in with most of the songs. It’s a 
challenge to do different and interesting items each concert. We had a good 
response to the Beatles medley, Footy tunes bracket , Redback on the Toilet 
Seat, Jamacian Farewell and Bush Christening, just to mention a few. 
Participants were Trevor, Margie, Robyn, Stewart, Frances, Sofie, Stan, Tony, 
Don Gingrich and myself.  Great job by all! 
 
Upcoming Events: 
Sunday 28th August – Hurstbridge Wattle Day festival 
Saturday 8th October –Woolshed Ball 
Saturday 3rd December – Ringwood Senior Citizens’ Concert 
Saturday 3rd December Ringwood Christmas Bush Dance. 
 
The programs for all Billabong Band events can be found on the VFMC website 
(under heading Fireside Fiddlers). Thank you to Harry who promptly puts the 
programs, with all the music, on the site. 
    
                    -  Maree 9733-0802 (Convenor) 
_________________________________________________________________ 
TUESDAY SESSIONS—NEWS: 
A Sessions Sub-Committee was recently formed to plan and manage the 
Tuesday night sessions.  The Chairperson is Don Fraser, with Steve Bullock, 
Wal Tiedermann, Trevor Voake and Maree Buttler as well. Emails about this 
subject can be sent to: sessions@vfmc.org.au.  Will keep you posted.  
        

 FOLK QUIZ 
 

1) Where was Ted Egan born?  2) What is his main musical instrument?       
3) What state did he move to aged 16?  4) What position did he hold 2003-07?      
5) What is maybe his most famous song? 
Answers to last quiz:  1) Bunyip  2) Rainbow serpent  3) Tasmanian tiger            
4) William Buckley  5)“You’ve got Buckley’s (chance)” 
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Bendigo Folk Club 

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680 
buzza@bendigo.net.au 
Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each 
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the 
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo 

Bush Dance and Music Club  
of Bendigo Inc 

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third 
Saturday every month.  Contact Dianne 
Pearse (dpearse@iinet.net.au) 5442-1715 or 
Mary Smith 5442-1153 
(secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au) for 
details. 

Berwick and District Folk Club 

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,  
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264 
badfolk@optusnet.com.au 
Featured artist 3rd Friday February to 
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34 
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806 
www.badfolk.org.au 

Boite World Music Cafe 

Therese Virtue,, 03 9417 1983 
boite@boite.asn.au 
Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1 
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au 

Geelong Folk Music Club 

Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749, 
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty 
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from 
around the country and overseas. Sessions 
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap 
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events 
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30 
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel  Max. 
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.   
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/ 

Comhaltas (Collingwood) 

Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of every month, starts 
7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690 

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club 

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403 
Local musicians and concert opportunities. 
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers 
www.musicclub.org 

Ranges Burrinja Folk Club 

Andrew Jackson, 03 97567398 or  
0402 473 897 
mail@drfolk.com.au 
Guest artist, last Friday of  month 
Burrinja Cultural Centre, 351 Glenfern Rd, 
Upwey Vic (Mel Ref 75B12) 
www.rangesburrinjafolk.org/home.html 

Selby Folk Club 

David Miller, 03 9751 1218 
miller@a1.com.au 
1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby 
Community House Minok Reserve 

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub 

Peninsula Folk Club 

First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston 
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street 
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm 
on.  Carparking, great facilities, no stairs. 

peninsulafolkclub.org.au 

Ballarat Folk and Acoustic Music 
Group 

First Sunday Every Month from 2 pm, 
Venue: Carman Welsh Church Hall, 
             261 Albert Street, 
             Sebastopol. 
Enquiries: Arthur: 0438 323 923 
                  Graeme: 03 5334 5551 
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Secretary 
Robyn Hammond 
Telephone:     
Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au 

Ringwood East Folk Club 
Don Fraser 
Telephone:  0407 737 202 
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au 

Family Bush Dance 
Jane Bullock          
Telephone:  9762 1389 
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au 

Concert Party Engagements 
Maree Buttler 
Telephone:  9733 0802 
Email: enquiries@vfmc.org.au 

To join the VFMC, fill in this 
Application Form and post with 
cheque to: 

 
VFMC Secretary,  
P.O. Box 215, 
Ringwood East, Victoria 3135 
 

 
 
 
 

Name: ....................................................................................................................... 
 
Address: .................................................................................................................... 
 
Phone Contact: …………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Email: ………………………………………………..…………………………….. 

THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC 
CLUB INCORPORATED 

 
INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB  

Members of the VFMC are entitled to - 
· The monthly Club Newsletter 
· Concessions at Club events 
· Discounts on Club publications 
· Discounts on Club CD’s and cassettes 
· Affiliation with other organizations 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE      (select          ) 
 
City/Suburban - 
 Single    $25 
 Family   $30 
 Junior    $15 
 Student   $20 
 Single Pensioner $20 
 Pensioner Family $25 
 
Country - 
 Single   $20 
 Family   $25 

Newsletter Delivery:      (select         ) 
(both may be selected if desired)  
 By Email 
and / or 
 By Post 

VFMC Postal Address 

P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. 
3135 

VFMC Website 

http://www.vfmc.org.au 


