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/ The Victorian Folk Music Club inc

45 RINGWOOD FOLK

TLdabMocan

Beautiful traditional, original and contemporary music
with Barbara Jeffrey and Jose Garcia

TUESDA 1 t i f’ 7:45pm - 10: 15pm
$14, $12 concessio : bers, hildren no charge
Ringwood Egst|(Community Hall
Knaith Road Reserve

For info call 0427.784.296 or www.vfmc.org.au

Find us on Facebook - Victorian Folk Music Club
d Folk is pr d by The Victorian Folk Music Club inc. reg. no. A2511Y ABN 28 668 156 704

14th April - Khristian Mizzi, support Rudy van den Bovencamp
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Victorian Folk Music Club Inc.

(Registered No A2511Y)

Family Bush Dance

Saturday 7th March

j All dances are called and everyone is welcome
$12, kids free, 8:00pm - 11:00pm

members $10

Light supper @ ( a’s F‘.\e“ds ,

Senior Citizensggall,

Silce.Grof@fRingwood SEgst |
aya P50 BS \’

. \‘“ b ids, parents ree/(
. M“Slcby B $5Kl?a;npily$10f /
Children’s Bush Dance)

Saturday 21st March /

All dances are taught, parents are welcome
2.00pm - 3.30pm

Jane 9762 1389 - dance@vfmc.org.au - www.vfmc.org.au
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Registered at G.P.O. Melbourne for transmission through the Post as a Periodical Price 40cents

[INTH ANNIVERSARY —
VIGIORIAN FOLK NUSIG GLUB

The meeting which formally launched the Victorian Bush Music
Club was held on June 26th, 1959 but its origins go much further
back than that. The immediate post-war years saw many stirrings
of interest in Australian folklore. The Club's roots reach out in
many directions, some to the Sydney Bush Music Club which started
in 1954, some to the first seasons of Reedy River and the main ones
to the members of a band started in Melbourne first under the name
of the Bushwhackers and later known as the Billabong Band.

The Bushwhackers Band was started by Frank Nickels in 1955
and appeared with great success in the 2nd production of Reedy
River. This Band owed quite a bit to Frank's contacts with John
Meredith and other members of the Sydney Bushwhackers Band. Another
factor important to later developments was that Joy Durst had been
involved with the Sydney Bushwhackers and the Bush Music Club and
when she and Claude moved to Melbourne they soon joined the local
band,

During the next few years the Bushwhackers, then the
Billabong Band concentrated on learning and performing Australian
songs., They were in contact with a group called the Association
of Australian Dancers which had a similar interest in the dances of
the past. During the 1956 Olympic Games individuals from these
groups and from the Folklore Society of Victoria organised a
Woolshed Dance for overseas visitors.

The Billabong came into contact with many people who were
keen to learn the songs and they built up a mailing list of these
interested supporters. By late 1958, the following paragraph
appeared in Singabout, the magazine published by the Sydney Bush
Music Club -

" AT LAST! SINGABOUT NIGHTS IN MELBOURNE "

After marking time for quite a while, the Billabongs are
starting to go into action down Melbourne way., The first
Singabout night was such a success that a member of the
audience offered her home for the second. With so many new
performers attracted to the Billabongs, it won't be long
before a Bush Music Club is flourishing down south.,"



Yes, you've guessed it, the Billabong Band had started
running Singabouts and planning a Bush Music Club. In this period
the group running the Singabouts included Joy Durst, Margaret
Downing, Beryl Hill, Stella Lees, Robin Bailey, Frank Nickels and
Keith Watson. After they launched the Victorian Bush Music Club
in June, 1959, Singabouts moved to the Toorak Scout Hall which was
to be their home for many years, We still use it for our weekly
Workshop night.

These Singabouts took a similar form to the present ones with
general singing, items including readings of poetry and prose, and
dancing. Songsheets were duplicated including mainly the songs from
the Billabong Band's repertoire plus other favorites suggested by
committee members.

Keith Watson was the Club's first secretary, and the Club owed
a great deal to Keith's musical knowledge and talent, Keith is a
first-class musician with a wide knowledge of harmony and did many of
the arrangements for the Billabong Band. He was one of the most
popular members the Club has ever had and it was a great loss to us
when he left Melbourne. He went first to the Antarctic as a zoologist
and on that trip, the Antarctic Charter ship, the Thala Dan sailed to
a rousing farewell played by the other members of the Band on the
wharf,

After Keith, later secretaries were Robin Bailey, Bert Gibson,
Judy Tenenbaum, Shirley Hick (Cameron), Lorna Cameron and Frank Pitt.
The first President was Margaret Downing, followed by Frank Nickels,
William Sayers and Shirley Andrews., The Austral Singers were very
enthusiastic supporters in the early stages and 2 members, Shirley
Cameron and Bert Cameron became most active committee members of the
V.F.M,C. Other people who have been energetic and consistent workers
on the committee include Merle Lamb, Margaret Reid, Margaret Smith,
Jim Buchanan, Don Hall and Noel Nickels,

In the Club's first year the membership expanded rapidly and
various activities were started. As well as the monthly Singabouts,
some special children's Singabouts were also organised. Concertina
and guitar groups were started for members wanting to learn these
instruments and there were regular Club nights usually planned round
some special theme,

The V.B,M.C. had good contacts with the Folklore Society of
Victoria (started in 1955). Some of the traditional performers
contacted by the Folklore Society were invited to early Singabouts.
One who was to become a regular attender was Mr, Dick Evans who had
a large repertoire of songs and recitations and who had been an M,C.
for Oldtime Dances for many years. He introduced members to some
of the sets, including the Alberts and the Waltz Cotillon.

The other dances were conducted by Shirley Andrews and
Frank Nickels.

A monthly newsletter was brought out in 1960 mainly by Robin
Bailey and in 1961 we combined with the Folklore Society, and Robin
Bailey and Wendy Lowenstein brought out the monthly "Gumsuckers
Gazette" (Victorian's were known as gumsuckers in the early days.) June 1969

Australian Tradition

SHIRLEY AN,
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MIKE BRADY

CLAYMORE

WENDY STAPLETON’S
AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S CHOIR

VICTORIA WELSH CHOIR

BHAN TRE & A HOST OF
LOCAL PERFORMERS

MUSIC « DANCE = THEATRE +« ART - WORKSHOPS + STORYTELLING

“To purchase tickets visit
WD, nw“murnwe[lic[e sliuu[.c om.au @
MISSION TO SEAFARERS

717 FLINDERS STREET
DOCKLANDS VICTORIA 3008
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