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DON’T MISS THE WOOLSHED BALL - 28TH MAY, 2022   
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING—SUNDAY 3RD JULY AT 2PM 

BUT MEMBERS WHO HAVE STILL NOT PAID THEIR  
ANNUAL FEES WILL BE UNABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN IT  
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NOTE: PLEASE CHECK IF EVENTS 

  
Club Weekly Sessions 

Weekly Sessions                  
Every Tuesday of the month except the 
2nd (Concert night), Ringwood Uniting 
Church Hall, Station St. plus online 
access. From 7.15 Australian Folk Songs; 
7.45 - 9.15 main supportive round robin 
session for singing, playing, reciting, 
performing, yarns, workshops, etc. The 
4th Tuesday is for all-in round robin 
playing of tunes, dance sets & group 
singing. $5 members, $6 non members. 
All welcome. www.vfmc.org.au  
Guest Performer Concert 

On the second Tuesday of the month 
(instead of the weekly session) a concert 
is held featuring top acoustic performers. 
Ringwood Uniting Church Hall and/or 
online. Concerts start with open stage 
acts at 7.45pm, finishing 10.00pm. $14, 
$12 conces and $10 members, kids free.   

Club Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event Calendar    

ARE ZOOM, LIVE OR HYBRID!  

 

By-Ear Sessions 

To be organised at a future date -
hopefully. 
 

Ringwood Colonial Dance 

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of 
every month except January 8-11pm at 
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence Grove. A different band each 
month and all ages are welcome. $12, 
$10 concession and members, kids free. 
No charge. Contact: Jane 9762-1389 / 
www.vfmc.org.au 
 
Ringwood Children’s Dance 

Every 3rd Saturday of each month except 
December and January. 2-3.30pm at the 
Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence  Grove. Live band each month. 
All school age children welcome. $5 a 
child, $10 a family. Adults free. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1st May 
 
 
 

2nd 
  

3rd 
Club Session 

HYBRID 

4th 
  

5th 6th 7th 
Family 

Bush Dance 
 

8th 
 

9th 
 
 

10th 
Concert Night 
Guest artists 

HYBRID 

11th 12th 
 
 
 
 

13th 14th 
 

15th 16th 
 
 

17th 
Club Session 

HYBRID 

18th 19th 20th 
 
  

21st 
 
 

22nd 
 
  

23rd 
 
 

24th 
Club Session 

HYBRID 
All in 

 

25th 
 
 

26th 
 
 

27th 
 

28th 
 
 

29th 
 
 

30th 
 
   

31st 
Club Session 

HYBRID 
themed 
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Spot Acts: MC Mike Hassett introduced the first Spot Act: Stephen 
Whiteside, who gave an entertaining recitation of South Australian poet 
Graham Jenkin’s story The Ballad of the Birdsville Drover, describing 

the floods on Coopers Creek in 1963. Alex Ruskanow then 
sang This Summer I Went Swimming, and followed with the 
Captain Mathchbox Whoopee Band’s classic from 1974, 
Wangaratta Wahine. Maggie Somerville sang her own 
song Going Back To Ireland, then Under A Kurrajong, a 

love poem written in 1913 by John Shaw Neilsen.                            
Nice work, Spot Acts. 
 

The Support Act, Out of Nowhere, had a last minute change due to 
Covid isolation. Janet Vague, one half of the duo, had to isolate when 
her husband picked up the virus at the Grand Prix, leaving the other 
half Frank Van Den Boom to continue as soloist, starting with the 
lovely John Williamson song Cootamundra Wattle. The Diamantina 
Drover by Hugh MacDonald followed, then Don’t Think Twice It’s 
Alright. Another John Williamson song Raining On The Rock, then 

James Taylor’s You’ve Got A Friend. Well done Frank, great guitar picking too! 
 
MAIN ACT: Similarly the Main Act, Pleasant And Delightful, had a quick 
change of guitarist when Robyn had to isolate after her household also had a visit 
from the virus bug. Fortunately Bill Buttler agreed to step up to the plate and did a 
fine job despite only one brief rehearsal on the previous day. 
 
Pleasant And Delightful is Ken, Kristen, Don and Robyn, who came together 
through involvement in the Club in 2015. They presented a bracket of songs and 
instrumentals from a number of genres. Their name comes from an old English 
folk song which has become their signature song. 
 
A humorous parody on the hymn Whispering Hope, Tuna The Food Of My Soul, 
from The Prairie Home Companion radio show with Garrison Keilor and the late 
great Scottish folk song icon Jean Redpath opened their bracket.  
 
Each year in the little Cornish village of Padstow a May Day festival is held to 
welcome in the summer. There is much merry making with a procession through 
the streets following the old ‘Obby ‘Oss’ or hobby horse, an effigy representing a 
horse. A maypole is set up on the green, and there’s Morris dancing in the streets. 
The song, Hail Hail The First Of May, is a rousing song that celebrates May Day  
in Padstow.                                                                              (continued over…) 

CONCERT NIGHT REVIEW—MAY 
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                      CONCERT NIGHT REVIEW (CONTINUED)        

MAIN ACT (continued): 
The Dark Isle from Scotland, and 
Summertime from Ireland make a 
nice medley played by Kristen on 
flute and Don on the English 
concertina. Concertinas feature 
often in a P&D programme;  Ken 
plays the Duet and Don the English 
and the Anglo. (Between them they have five of the things). The Good Old 
Concertina by Henry Lawson was written in 1891 and with a tune by Martin 
Wyndham-Read celebrates the memories around the campfire and  in the old 
bush huts in days gone by to the rousing sounds of the good old concertina. 
Love Will Find Out The Way is a lovely English song from the 1650’s, 
recorded by Maddy Prior back in the 1970’s. Black Jack Davy relates a popular 
theme from the old timey repertoire in the US, so Bill made good use of his 
Appalachian dulcimer on this bouncy song. 
Under The Linden Tree from the 1600’s is a pretty three part recorder tune, 
played on flute and concertinas. Next a spirited song, Once More A-Lumbering 
Go, describes timber cutting in the forests of New York State in the 1850’s. 
The haunting country/folk song by Lefty Frizzel, The Long Black Veil, 
followed, which has been sung by many over the years. This was followed by 
the popular fiddle tune, Over The Waterfall.  
The Peat Bog Soldiers is a bleak tale of being an internee in a camp before 
WW2. Next, from the music halls and pubs in the gold rush era, Look Out 
Below is a wonderful observation of the sights and sounds in the 1850’s by 
Charles Thatcher.  
The Copper Brothers were an iconic family of Midland farmers who had a 
good repertoire of rustic English country songs that have become part of the 
British folk scene. Drive Sorrows Away is a nice a cappella anthem to what’s 
really important in living a full life. Then the rousing John Tamms song, 
Rolling Home, was a good finale to Pleasant And Delightful’s programme. 
 
Many thanks as usual to all who helped make the Concert possible—the Spot 
acts, Frank as the Support Act, and Pleasant and Delightful as the Main Act.  
 
Next month we have the duo Play It Martha, that’s Patrick Evans and Cora 
Browne, as the Main act. See you then.  
 
              - Review and photos by Don Fraser  
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The Dance Page 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1st May 

 
TSDAV 
Contra 

2nd 
 
 

3rd 
 

English 

4th 
 

Irish 
 

5th 6th 
 
 

7th 
 

VFMC Family 
Bush Dance 
Comhaltas 

 

8th 
 

Claddagh 
 

9th 
 

Scottish 

10th 
 
 
 
 

11th 
 

Irish 

12th 
 

Scottish 

13th 
 

English 

14th 
 

Scottish 

15th 
 

Welsh 

16th 
 

Scottish 

17th 
 

English 
 
 

18th 
 

Irish  

19th 
 
 

20th 
 
 

21st 
VFMC  

Children’s 
Dance 

Bendigo East 
Hop 

 
22nd 

 
Claddagh 

23rd 
 

Scottish 

24th 
 
 
 
 

25th 
 

Irish 

26th 
 
 

27th 
 

English  

28th 
VFMC 

Woolshed 
Ball 

29th 
 
 
 
 

30th 
 

Scottish 

31st 
 

English 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1st June 
 

Irish 
 
 

2nd 
 
 

3rd 
 
 

4th 
 

VFMC 
Family Bush 

Dance 
Blackberry 

Jam 
 

5th 
 

TSDAV  
 

Contra eve 

6th 
 

Scottish 

7th 
 
 

8th 
 

Irish 

9th 
 
 

10th 
 

English 

11th 
 

Scottish 

Diary dates for May: Please check before going to any of these dances  
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 THE DANCE PAGE (continued): 

PLEASE NOTE:-                                                                                        
VFMC Woolshed Ball: Kilsyth Hall, Mount Dandenont Road, Kilsyth. 
Tickets on sale now https://humanitix.com/vfmc-may2022-woolshed-ball 
Don’t miss out, or see www.vfmc.org.au or contact Jane: 9762-1389. 

Claddagh - Irish set dancing at St Georges’s Anglican Church, Warncliffe Rd. Ivanhoe. Sunday 
2-5pm Contact Rod 9497 1793 

VFMC Colonial dance at East Ringwood Elderly Citizens Hall Laurence Grove, East Ringwood 
8-11pm contact Jane 9762 1389  

Irish Wednesday Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle Street, Collingwood 8-10pm. 
Contact Marie 9471 0690 

English Tuesday, dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House, 7 Greenwood Street, 
Burwood 8-10pm. Contact George 9890 5650 

English Friday, dancing at Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills 8-10pm contact 
George 9890 5650 

Welsh Dancing at Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills 2-4.30pm. Contact Ian 
9878 2414. 

Contra Sunday Beckett Uniting Church, 72 Highfield Rd. Canterbury 7.45-10.15pm Info 0422 
932532 

Scottish Monday and Saturday Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke 
Road, Deepdene 8pm  

Contact Deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com  

Scottish Thursday Taggerty Hall,  Maroondah Highway at Taggerty, corner of Thornton 
Road 

7-9pm Contact Di Gaylard 5963 3277 or  musicman@virtual.net.au. 

Bendigo East Hop  Keck St, Flora Hill. Contact Dianne Pearse: 5442-1715 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

APOLOGY:  In last month’s issue some of the photographs were attributed 
to the wrong photographer. So please note that the photos of the Highland 
Festival were taken by Bill Buttler rather than Trevor Voake. Apologies for 
any inconvenience caused. 

The Editor 
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 NATIONAL FOLK FESTIVAL 

How good was it to have the NFF back again at last?  After two years of 
cancellations due to the pandemic, the Festival made a great comeback with most 
of the features we have come to know and love.  Yes, numbers were a bit down on 
previous years and the activities were not running quite at 100%, but the festival 
organisers deserve massive Kudos for getting it all together considering that last 
September most states were still operating under almost full event restrictions. 

The layout was a bit different this year. One innovation was the use of massive 
circus-style marquees, presumably because the open sides help to reduce COVID 
transmission.  These were truly impressive and created a wonderful atmosphere at 
night, festooned with coloured lights. 

We participated in the dance bands for the Old-
time Tea Dance and the Sunday night Heritage 
Ball. Whilst the numbers were well down for the 
Tea Dance, the attendance for the Heritage Ball 
was up to the usual standards, with dancers 
resplendent in their finery. 

This year we had the added excitement of two of our daughters bringing along 
their own children to experience their first festival.  It was great seeing our 
grandchildrens’ reactions to the sights that their parents remembered.  One 
particular highlight for us all was the Maggie Carty Band, with the kids really 
getting into the driving rhythms and instrumental skills of Irish music at its most 
engaging. Hopefully we can get some of them back again next year. 

     - Bill Buttler ; photo by Trevor Voake 

OTHER COMMENTS ABOUT THE NATIONAL FOLK FESTIVAL: These 
included the following:- (1) Jane Bullock noting that the numbers were down 
compared with previous years (Covid) but that there were some 
really great sessions, including of Scottish and English tunes; (2) 
Maggie Somerville enjoying the glorious weather & yummy food, 
Fred Smith’s brilliant concert, Judy Small unretiring yet again and 
delighting her audiences, the Spooky Men’s Choir, the Fagans’ great 
Aussie history through song, and the fun at Poets’ Brunches each 
morning—see photo of Geoffrey Graham by Stephen Whiteside:—- 
Worth noting also is that there has been some criticism since this 
year’s festival from attendees about the hiring of celebrity artist 
Kate Ceberano. There is a feeling that the festival may no longer be 
unique as a national FOLK festival and simply become just another music festival. 
Food for thought... 
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   NATIONAL FOLK FESTIVAL (continued) 

 

- John and Trish from Tasmania (who so far we have 
only in Melbourne ever seen on zoom) at a session in 
Canberra at the National Folk Festival this Easter 

              (Photo by Trevor Voake) 

 

 

WATTLE DAY—3RD SEPTEMBER, 2022                                                                  

The Club is thinking about running a 
programme for Wattle Day on Saturday 3rd 
September. If members have any particular 
interests they would like to see on the 
programme, send a message to 
enquiries@vfmc.org.au  These may be 
subjects for workshops, or singing or playing, 
instrument how-to’s, dance related, or 
singalongs. Even if you have specialised knowledge and can assist running a 
workshop, that would be great. Hope to hear from you. 

 
MESSAGE FROM LINN PHIPPS IN ENGLAND  

 
I sing live on zoom every week with my song partner “across the Pond” in the 
USA. As the Sillertides, we (Linn Phipps and Doug Huggins) have been working 
on a project in conjunction with an old friend, noted painter Lionel Coates. Lionel 
has just had a major exhibition at the Clare Museum, commencing on 14th March 
2022, of paintings of Ireland with three distinct themes of Famine, Fields and 
Fishing, and the Sillertides have been matching Lionel’s wonderful paintings with 
songs reflecting the theme and the scene portrayed.  The first YouTube premiered 
on Monday 28th February at 7pm Ireland / UK (11am PT, 2pm ET, 8pm Paris 
time, 6am Sydney time) on link https://youtu.be/i0zH1LrayLI and could be 
viewed then or any time thereafter.  Please do give it a view! To be updated on 
additional videos in this series, please join us and maybe subscribe to our channel 
too, it’s free.   
Thanks! Linn. 
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Take a musical break from the polling booths on Saturday 21st May 
and come along to a fun, musical afternoon to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the Australian poet John Shaw Neilson’s birth in 1872: 
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UNCLE ARCHIE ROACH— QUIZ 
1) Who is Archie Roach?  2) What song made him famous?  3) What was that song 
about? 4) Who was Archie Roach’s partner? 5) What festival has he just performed at? 
Answers to last quiz:- 
1) A variety of traditional, folkloric and European-inspired classical music  2) As a 
tool for indoctrination  3) A style of singing that utilises the chest—similar to yelling          
4) A multi-stringed zither. 
______________________________________________________________________
 

BILLABONG BAND REPORT—MAY 2022 
To start on a positive note, a number of band members played at the National 
Folk Festival in Canberra over Easter. These members formed part of the 
Melbourne Heritage Band which consisted of members from the Melbourne 
Colonial Dance Band, TSDAV, VFMC plus a couple of blow-ins, including the 
late (VFMC Life Member) Harry Gardner’s son Henry. They played a total of 5 
gigs at the festival—two workshops & three dances which were all very well 
received. Thanks go to Bryce, Katy, Maree, Bill, Maggie, Stan, Steve & Trevor 
for their work put into learning new brackets of dance tunes. 

We have a number of gigs planned for Regis Blackburn. However, they have 
been less than efficient with their communications  & it appears that the May 
gig won’t be going ahead (emails & phone calls to no avail trying to find out 
what is happening), so hopefully we can come to a more satisfactory 
arrangement for the rest of the year. 

Future gigs:  
 May 6th  Regis Blackburn – assuming it goes ahead 
 May 28th  Woolshed Ball 
 June 18th Williamstown Highland Celtic Gathering at Seaworks 
 Jul 1st  Regis Blackburn 
 Aug 20th  Children’s Dance 
 Sep 23rd  Regis Blackburn 
 Oct 28th Maldon Folk Festival 
 Nov 4th  Regis Blackburn 
 Dec 2nd  Regis Blackburn 
 Dec 3rd  Club Christmas Dance 
Maldon Folk Festival, October 28-31, 2022:The Billabong Band agreed to the 
Maldon Folk Festival’s invitation for our 2021 application to apply for 2022, 
and we are listed amongst the performers on the Maldon performer’s web 
page.We will need to update the spiel at an appropriate time, and keep an eye on 
workshops that we volunteer to present.   

                 - Maree, Trevor and Stan 
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Regular Functions at Other Venues  Regular Functions at Other Venues  Regular Functions at Other Venues  Regular Functions at Other Venues  check if oncheck if oncheck if oncheck if on    

 

 

Bendigo Folk Club 
Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680 
buzza@bendigo.net.au 
Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each 
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the 
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo 

Bush Dance and Music Club  
of Bendigo Inc 

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third 
Saturday every month, at Holy Trinity 
Church Hall, Keck St, Flora Hill.  Contact 
Mary Smith 5442-1153 or email 
secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au 

 

Berwick and District Folk Club 
Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,  
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264 
badfolk@optusnet.com.au 
Featured artist 3rd Friday February to 
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34 
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806 
www.badfolk.org.au 

Boite World Music Cafe 
Therese Virtue 03 9417 1983 
admin@boite.asn.au 
Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1 
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au 

Geelong Folk Music Club 
Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749, 
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty 
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from 
around the country and overseas. Sessions 
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap 
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events 
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30 
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel  Max. 
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.   
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/ 

 

Comhaltas (Collingwood) 

Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of every month, starts 
7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690                    

 

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club 
Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403 
Local musicians and concert opportunities. 
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers 
www.musicclub.org 

 

Selby Folk Club 
David Miller, 03 9751 1218 
miller@a1.com.au 
1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby 
Community House Minok Reserve 

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub 

 

Peninsula Folk Club 
First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston 
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street 
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm 
on.  Carparking, great facilities, no stairs. 

peninsulafolkclub.org.au 

Creswick Folk Club 

Second Friday, from 7.30 pm at the 
American Hotel in Creswick; and 
Fourth Friday, from 7.30 pm at the Old 
Station in Creswick. 
Enquiries: Graeme: 03 5334 5551   
www.facebook.com/creswickfolkclub/ 
 

Fireside Fiddlers 

For fiddles plus other string melody 
instruments, such as mandolins. 

Every Monday evening at various 
venues. For further information, contact 
Denise Hibbs:  0402 050 524 

 
Newport Folk Club 

 
Certain Friday nights at  7.30 pm plus other 
evenings, e.g. Tues Blues and Sunday 2 pm 
singalongs etc. 
See website for up-to-date calendar. 
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ContactsContactsContactsContacts    

Secretary 

Jane Bullock 
Telephone:  9762 1389   
Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au 

Session Co-ordinator 

Don Fraser 
Telephone:  0407 737 202 
Email: sessions@vfmc.org.au 

Family/Children’s Bush Dance 

Jane Bullock          
Telephone:  9762 1389 
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au 

Billabong Band Engagements 

Maree Buttler 
Telephone:  9733 0802 
Email: 
billabongband@vfmc.org.au 

 

THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC 
CLUB INCORPORATED 

 

INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB 

Members of the VFMC are entitled to - 
• The monthly Club Newsletter 
• Concessions at Club events 
• Discounts on Club publications 
• Discounts on Club CD’s  
• Affiliation with other organizations 

 

VFMC Postal Address 

P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. 
3135 

VFMC Website 

http://www.vfmc.org.au 


