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EVENT COMING UP THAT INVOLVES VFMC MEMBERS:-

MAROONDAH FESTIVAL—SUNDAY 6TH NOVEMBER

PLEASE SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR DECEMBER NEWSLETTER

BY: FRIDAY 18TH NOVEMBER TO. EDITOR@VFMC.ORG.AU
e ——————————

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the VFMC
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CLUB EVENT CALENDAR

NOTE: PLEASE CHECK IF EVENTS

Club Weekly Sessions

Weekly Sessions

Every Tuesday of the month except the
2nd (Concert night), Ringwood Uniting
Church Hall, Station St. plus online
access. From 7.15 Australian Folk Songs;
7.45 - 9.15 main supportive round robin
session for singing, playing, reciting,
performing, yarns, workshops, etc. The
4th Tuesday is for all-in round robin
playing of tunes, dance sets & group
singing. $5 members, $6 non members.
All welcome. www.vfme.org.au

Guest Performer Concert

On the second Tuesday of the month
(instead of the weekly session) a concert
is held featuring top acoustic performers.
Ringwood Uniting Church Hall and/or
online. Concerts start with open stage
acts at 7.45pm, finishing 10.00pm. $14,
$12 conces and $10 members, kids free.

ARE ZOOM, LIVE OR HYBRID!

By-Ear Sessions

To be organised at a future date -
hopefully.

Ringwood Colonial Dance

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of
every month except January 8-11pm at
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall,
Laurence Grove. A different band each
month and all ages are welcome. $12,
$10 concession and members, kids free.
No charge. Contact: Jane 9762-1389 /
www.vimc.org.au

Ringwood Children’s Dance

Every 3rd Saturday of each month except
December and January. 2-3.30pm at the
Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall,
Laurence Grove. Live band each month.
All school age children welcome. $5 a
child, $10 a family. Adults free.

Sunday | Monday | Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday
30th 1st November 2nd 3rd 4th Sth
Family
Bush Dance
6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
Club Session
HYBRID
13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 18th 19th
Concert Night Children’s
Guest artist/s Dance
HYBRID
20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 25th 26th
Club Session
HYBRID
27th 28th 29th 30th
Club Session
HYBRID
All in
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Victorian Folk Music Club

at Ringwood presents

-

Ringwood Uniting Church Hall, Station St. Also webcast
7.45-10.00pm Admission $14 t0 $8, kids no'charge

For info and to pre-purchase ticketS:»www.vimc.org.au or
hitps://events.humanitix.com/vfmc=hovember2022=concert
Spot acts PRE-BOOK at concerts@vfmc.org.au
‘ Facebook - Victorian Folk Musici€lub / 0411.750.462

5 Presented by The Victorian Folk Music Club inc. reg. F“Y ABN’Bss 155'—' e

Next concert 13th December - Bruce Watson

. - .-
- ‘ CD launch * g ,: N e.
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SPOT ACTS:

President Steve Bullock was MC for the October Concert to a near
capacity in-hall audience and a good number of online viewers.
He opened the evening by singing and
before introducing Wal Tiedemann to sing
from Tommy Makem, and

; from The Irish Rovers. Thanks Wal, nice songs.

1, Domenic Martin followed with the anti-war song from

g/ the 1650’s, ! , learnt from Brian
# Mooney many years ago, then the classw Neapolitan song
"H#

SUPPORT ACT:

The audience was treated to a Support Act this
| evening, featuring Rebecca Jane Howell and

| Marty McKenna, a duo based in central
Victoria and who have been writing songs and
¥ singing together for about a decade. Their songs
tend to be gentle original reflections on life and
love, accompanied by minimalist guitar and well
placed harmonies.
Rebecca and Marty were recently honoured with
a Troubadour Foundation Award by folk music
patron Andrew Pattison, which has allowed them to record their debut album, to be
released later in 2022.

Marty wrote $%&", when ‘the rain never fell and the grass never grew’, a gentle
ballad. After moving back to the country Rebecca wrote

, a song with some nice guitar work from both. ) * isapretty
love song, another of Rebecca’s. Then Marty sang a song he wrote about someone
who walked home as morning broke, but I missed the title. Their songs are melodic
as the two of them work and harmonise well together.

H s —-
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MAIN ACT:

After a short supper break the main act, The Zampoiistas, made their
entrance in the manner of a street march through an Andean town on festival
day, because that’s really what they are.
They claim to be Australia’s premier
roving Bolivian Pan Pipe Band, and
through wont of anyone to challenge that
claim we take them at their word. There b
are about 15 in the group, all in '
colourful ponchos and hats in the
Andean style, and blowing pan pipes
and beating drums as they weave
through the audience, twirling and
turning as they go. They are as much
visual as musical.

All very colourful and entertaining but fascinating as well, for a short
explanation preceded each song on the rhythms and instruments which, let’s
face it, few of us in this country know very little about that dozen or so
countries in that part of the world, let alone the cultures there.

That makes their act somewhat unique. The Zampoiiistas play their Inca tuneg
in the traditional way — splitting the musical scale between two sets of players
with every second note played by a second set of players. This gives the musi
a kind of choppy staccato sound, but how they keep track of their parts is a
mystery to me. One set of players is the leader, the other the follower. It was
explained that the music is often performed while walking, in procession stylg.

<

<)

"/  was their entrance and

- departure tune, and O #

a ritual battle or renewal tune
.g featuring pipes and drums. 1
|23, or Blue Eyes, is found
N\ widely in Peru, Bolivia, Northern
W Argentina etc. and is from colonial
times. The history and origins of
each was well explained.
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During their performance the audience was introduced to the charango, the small
round-backed instrument akin to a ten-stringed ukulele, and an Andean version of
the recorder, a square device in various sizes and looking a bit like the leg of a
chair and with the same breathy sound of the pipes. Everyone seemed to play one
if they were not beating on a drum.

About 30 years ago Bruce Watson wrote a sobering song entitled 2 3  about
the destruction of the Amazon, and sang it with the eerie sound of the pipes
adding to the poignancy of it - “In the time it takes to sing this song, there’ll be
four acres cleared in the Amazon.” A clever demonstration of the syncopated
sound of the pipes followed when they played 3 C

The Zampoiiistas have performed their joyful music at the Port Fairy and National
Folk Festivals, the Darebin Music Feast, Melbourne’s Ventana Latina festival and
many other community and music events. They say they are all united by three
things: their love of panpipe music, their love of chocolate, and an unstoppable
but totally irrational belief in world domination by panpipes! Hmmm... I'm with
them on the chocolate part.

Thanks to the many individuals who helped plan and pull together the Concert,
and to the members of the audience whose support made it worth the effort.

Next month the featured guest act will be The Maggie Carty Band, a well
regarded Celtic oriented group.
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ﬁ The Dance Page

Diar& dates for November : Please check before going to any of these dances

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th
V.F.M.C.
English Irish Family
dance
Brumbies
Bush Band
6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
T.S.D.A.V.
Contra Scottish Irish Scottish English |Portarlingtor
Dance
Workshops
Scottish
13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 18th 19th
V.F.M.C.
TSDAV Scottish English Irish  [Melbourne| English | Children’s
Portarlington Colonials Bush Dance
Contra dance Bendigo
East Hop
Melbourne
Colonials
Social
20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 25th 26th
Welsh -
special time [ Scottish Irish English
27th 28th 29th 30th
Cladddagh | Scottish English Irish
Ceili
1st Dec. 2nd 3rd 4th
V.F.M.C.
Irish Family Busl
Dance
Billabong-
Band—
Xmas theme
S5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th
Contra Scottish Irish Scottish English Scottish
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THE DANCE PAGE (continued) ﬁ

T.S.D.A.V. Portarlington 2022, Saturday all day dance workshops
see website for details—Sunday BBQ unch followed by a Contra dance—
website: tsdav.asn.au

Melbourne Colonials Social: Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdence Uniting Church,
958 Burke Rd, Deepdene. 8pm, details: www.mebournecolonialdancers.org.au

Claddagh Ceili—lIrish set dancing at St George’s Anglican Church, Warncliffe Rd,
Ivanhoe. Sunday 2-Spm Contact Rod: 9497 1793

VFMC Family Dance and Children’s Bush Dance at East Ringwood Elderly Citizens
Hall Laurence Grove, East Ringwood. Family 8-11pm and Children’s 2-3pm. Contact
Jane: 9762 1389

Irish Wednesday Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle Street, Collingwood 7.30
-9.30pm. Contact Marie: 9471 0690

English Tuesday, dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House, 7 Greenwood
Street, Burwood 8-10pm. Contact George 9890 5650

English Friday, dancing at Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills 8-10pm
contact George 9890 5650

Melbourne Colonial: Ashburton Uniting Church, 3 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton.
7.30-10pm. www.melbournecolonialdancers.org.au

Melbourne Colonial Social: Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church, 958
Burke Road, Deepdene. 8-10pm www.melbournecolonialdancers.org.au

Welsh Dancing at Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills 1.45-4.45pm.
Contact Ian 9878 2414.

Contra Dances: Beckett Uniting Church , 72 Highfield Rd, Canterebury. Info: 0422
932532

Scottish Monday & Saturday: Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church, 958
Burke Road, Deepdene. 8pm. Contact: Deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com

Scottish Thursday: Taggerty Hall, Maroondah Highway at Taggerty, corner of
Thornton Rd. 7-9pm. Contact: Di Gaylard: 5963 3277 or musicman(@virtual.net.au

Bendigo East Hop Holy Trinity Church Hall, Keck St, Flora Hill, 3550. 8pm. Contact
Dianne Pearse: 5442-1715
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Family Bush Dance

Presented by
Victorian Folk Music Club inc

Saturday 5th November 2022
with Brumbies Bush Band

Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall

Laurence Grove, Ringwood East
(Melways P50 B8)

Advance purchase your tickets at:-
https://events.humanitix.com/vfmc-nov2022-dance

or purchase your tickets at the door
Cost: $10 - Members, $12 Non Members, Kids free

Dance -8.00- 11.00pm - supper included
Contact Jane on 97621 389
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Victorian Folk Music Club Inc.

(Registered No A2511Y)

Bush Dance
fun for

Families

Saturday 19th November 2022
2.00pm - 3.00pm

# "~ Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall,
Laurence Grove, Ringwood East

Band: Jolly Jumbucks

Cost: $5 per child or $10 a family and adults free
when accompanied by a child

Phone: Jane 9762 1389
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au
VFMC Website: www.vfmc.org.au
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THE FIDDLE AS INSPIRATION

! 9 19

The fiddle has inspired many people in many different ways—including
FREDERIC E. WEATHERLY .**

Frederic Edward Weatherly (1848—1929) was an English lawyer, author,
lyricist and broadcaster. He is estimated to have
written the lyrics to at least 3,000 popular songs,
among the best-known of which are the sentimental
ballad “Danny Boy” set to the tune “Londonderry

| Air”, the religious “The Holy City” and the wartime
song “Roses of Picardy”.

He wrote the song "Danny Boy" while living

- in Bath in 1910, but it did not meet with much

| success. In 1912 his sister-in-law Margaret Enright

. Weatherly in America suggested an old Irish tune

" called "Londonderry Air", which he had never heard
before. Margaret had learned the tune from her Irish-born father Dennis. The
tune matched his lyrics almost perfectly. He published the now-famous song
in 1913. His ballad "Roses of Picardy", written in 1916 and set to music

by Haydn Wood, was one of the most famous songs of World War One.*

See Frederic Weatherly’s poem about a fiddle on the next page.
H , —-
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FIDDLE AND [ **

By road and river,
Country-side and town
I roam for ever
With my fiddle brown.
Creeping under barns so gladly
When outside the winter howls,
Playing sadly, playing madly,
Waking up the rats and owls.
Ah! It was gay, night and day
Fair and cloudy weather,
Fiddle and I wandering by,
Over the world together.

Down by the willow
Summer nights I lie
Flowers for my pillow,
And for roof the sky.
Playing all my heart remembers
Old, old songs from far away,
Golden Junes and bleak Decembers
Rise around me as I play.

On, on for ever!
“Till the journey ends,
Who shall dissever
Us two trusty friends?

Who can bring the past before me,
Make the future gaily glow,
Lift the clouds that darken o’er me,

But my trusty fiddle bow?
Ah! It was gay, night and day
Fair and cloudy weather,
Fiddle and I wandering by,

Over the world together!
; 9 < =l 9 C #% $%?@
0 7 : A) 7 C #+ # $%7?B.

Thanks to Trevor Voake for article and poem above. (Photo from Internet)
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THE VIEW FROM ZOOM

Ever since Corona came, and people switched to Zoom,
Checking into meetings from the comfort of their room,
I’ve seen a lot of noses - stared up nostrils from below,
And discovered little details that I didn't need to know.

It's all to do with angles. With the nostrils vertical,
The horizontal laptop, with its camera, sees it all -
The broad, round nasal apertures, the little tufts of hair,

The bright red nasal lining, at which I'm forced to stare.

When [ see a person face to face, I look into their eyes.
Alas, when meeting them on Zoom, the look is otherwise.
This new technology which attracts so many raves?

What I most remember are those vivid, bright red caves!

D 9 SQE$>E">""
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THE FIDDLE— QUIZ

1) What is the fiddle the colloquial name for? 2) Where did it originate?
3) Are fiddles and violins always identical? 4) What style or styles of music do
fiddlers usually play? 5) In which countries are fiddles often played?

F 36-
2! 3 ! .2 # A C#
A B @.C

&N

BILLABONG BAND REPORT—OCTOBER 2022

No gigs since the last report.

Practices for Maldon Folk Festival have been very successful — it should be a
great performance.

Below is a list of upcoming gigs.

29th October: Maldon Folk Festival - Don’s Empty Chair concert; contact
Trevor or Stan

6th November: Maroondah Festival (practices 14/10, 4/11)

15th November: Donwood Aged Care (practice 11/11)

3rd December: VFMC Dance—Xmas theme; contact Maree, Trevor or Jane
20th-23rd January 2023: Newstead Live Music Festival—a 60 minute program
on Australian shearers; contact Trevor

Easter 2023: National Folk Festival (Canberra)

Note that the Maroondah Festival & the National Folk Festival are still to be
confirmed.

4 6 , -
(cle[c]efelefe]eleleleic]eleleic]elelelceleleieie]eleieiceleleicclelefeieleleieicieleleicieleleiciecleleieicleleleicielelele]e:

SOME FIDDLE JOKES

Q. What is the difference between a violinist and a dog?
A. A dog can hear very high pitches.

When you are buying an instrument, it’s a fiddle. When you are selling it, it’s a
violin.
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REGULAR FUNCTIONS AT OTHER VENUES CHECK IF ON

Bendigo Folk Club

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680
buzza@bendigo.net.au

Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo

Bush Dance and Music Club
of Bendigo Inc

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third
Saturday every month, at Holy Trinity
Church Hall, Keck St, Flora Hill. Contact
Mary Smith 5442-1153 or email
secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au

Berwick and District Folk Club

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,

03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264
badfolk@optusnet.com.au

Featured artist 3rd Friday February to
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806
www.badfolk.org.au

Boite World Music Cafe

Therese Virtue 03 9417 1983
admin@boite.com.au

Friday & Saturday - March to November,
1 Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.com.au

Geelong Folk Music Club

Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749,
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from
around the country and overseas. Sessions
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel Max.
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/

Combhaltas (Collingwood)

Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesday of every month, starts
7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403

Local musicians and concert opportunities.
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers
www.musicclub.org

Selby Folk Club

David Miller, 03 9751 1218
miller@al.com.au

Ist Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby
Community House Minok Reserve

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub

Peninsula Folk Club

First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm
on. Carparking, great facilities, no stairs.

peninsulafolkclub.org.au

Creswick Folk Club

Second Friday, from 7.30 pm at the
American Hotel in Creswick; and
Fourth Friday, from 7.30 pm at the Old
Station in Creswick.

Enquiries: Graeme: 03 5334 5551
www.facebook.com/creswickfolkclub/

Fireside Fiddlers

For fiddles plus other string melody
instruments, such as mandolins.

Every Monday evening at various
venues. For further information, contact
Denise Hibbs: 0402 050 524

Newport Folk Club

Certain Friday nights at 7.30 pm plus other
evenings, e.g. Tues Blues and Sunday 2 pm
singalongs etc.

See website for up-to-date calendar.
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THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC

CLUB INCORPORATED CONTACTS
Secretary
INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB
Jane Bullock
. Telephone: 9762 1389
Members of the VFMC are entitled to - Email: secretary@vfme.org.au
¢ The monthly Club Newsletter y .
¢ Concessions at Club events Session Co-ordinator
e Discounts on Club publications Don Fraser
e Discounts on Club CD’s Telephone:. 0407 737 202
e Affiliation with other organizations Email: sessions@vfme.org.au
Family/Children’s Bush Dance
Jane Bullock
VFMC Postal Address Telephone: 9762 1389
Email: dance@yvfmc.org.au
P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. .
3135 Billabong Band Engagements
. Maree Buttler
VFMC Website Telephone: 9733 0802
http://www.vfmc.org.au Email:
billabongband@yvfmc.org.au

| PR PPR, wish to become a member of the Victorian
Folk Music Club Inc. and will
(a) Support the aims of the Victorian Folk Music Club Inc and

(b) Abide by the rules of the Victorian Folk Music Club Inc.
(For details see: - http://www.vfimc.org.au/Constitution.pdf)

B SIENEA .ot . E
. [ wish to receive my Newsletter by: Membership Type (please circle) .
: (a) Email or/and Metro Single $25 .
. (b) Post Family* $30 :
. (Cross out whichever is not applicable) Junior (u 18) $15 :
. Student (full time) $20 .
. Please post completed form to: Single Concession ~ $20 :
. The Secretary Family Concession* $25 E
: VEMC Country Single $20 .
. PO Box 215 Family* $25 .
. Ringwood East 3135 Victoria *Family — Parent/s & any children under 18 .
E NAIME: Lo E
B AAIESS. ..o .
E Email oo e E
E PROME/S. ..t .
; :



